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Considering historical and present- day perspectives, discuss the advantages and dis advantages of multiagency working in safeguarding children, policies, and young people, and families. 

Multi-Agency working:
It is an efficient strategy of being support for children and families with special needs and achieving substantial changes in their life outcomes. According to the Green Paper - “Every Child Matters” (Sept 2003), Multi-agency working is commonly working for youth justice, voluntary and community sector, health, youth work, and many other tasks that provide services for children. These agencies join other forces that have identical goals as theirs. They collaborate on a preventative agenda and work for the goodwill of children and youth. It is the involvement of different forces working together to eliminate vital problems of society. A range of different services which have some overlapping or shared interests and objectives, brought together to work collaboratively towards some common purposes (Wigfall and Moss, 2001).
 Bringing various professions together to understand a particular problem or experience. In this sense, they afford different perspectives on issues at hand, just as one sees different facets of a crystal by turning it (Clark 1993).
Multi-agency working is key to effective safeguarding and child protection (Sidebotham et al, 2016). Anything or any purpose, even if it has a good goal, has advantages and disadvantages. Down below are discussed the advantages and disadvantages of multi-agency working.
Advantages or Characteristics of Multi-agency working:
Following are the advantages mentioned of multi-agency working.

1- Enables protective elements around abused children, young people, and their families while increasing their courage to take responsibility for their own life, assuring them about their rights and safety no matter what.
2- Considering children as full individuals rather than considering them as a fraction of a person. A child is someone who might grow into an important individual and deserves all the respect and attention.
3- Providing support from many agencies around a child or family in response to analyses of what their needs are and when they require them.
4- Following a young person and seeing them in their everyday activities, as well as learning about their hobbies and preferences, in order to determine whether or not a child or young person will be capable of managing their own lives in the future.
5- Talking purposefully about the child and their confidence to other professionals. 
6- Creating new relationships and systems on the basis of trust to provide benefit to the goal. 
7- Leading onto joint funding projects to help children, young people, and families in need. 
8- Learning from the point of view of others to work better and smarter for the cause


Disadvantages of multi-agency working:
Following are the disadvantages mentioned of multi-agency working.
1- Difference in core functions, practices, and culture between agencies. Officials' differing viewpoints and a plethora of options cause everyone to hold opposing views.
2- Lack of clarity about why agencies are participating, as well as a lack of knowledge about the true aims of agencies, can occasionally cause damage to the goal that multi-agency is working on, causing the cause to lose all of its genuine significance.
3- Previous or current jealousy elements between agencies seeking their advantage first and disregarding the true reason, as well as being rivals, eliminate the working for needy families, children, and youth.
4- Lack of clarity in authority and decision-making, such as who will head the multi-agency working group and whose decisions must be followed, and occasionally favoritism amongst the agencies destroys the job.
5- Not responding to any changes properly that occur to the assisting plan, including those that do not relate to them, due to a lack of facilities and pressure in delivering services to the needy. Even though it is a collaborative process, non-collaborative components occur.
6- The members are forced to rely only on existing resources, which implies that all of the team's proposals may not be executed at the same time. Minimal resources generate disputes in the team and constitute an issue for those who want immediate assistance.
7- Incomplete knowledge on the instances results in insufficient descriptions. This generates issues for both the victims and the team. Complete information access, including surveys and other unique data points, is required. Without this knowledge, the team's actions will be unable to optimize the possible advantages that the sufferers may require.

When everyone works together to attain a goal, great things can happen. The advantages and disadvantages of multi-agency collaboration create a system through which needy families, children, and youth can obtain more effective care and assistance. The level of multi-agency collaboration is determined by the resources available from the community, benefactors, and those looking up to aid the victims. Collaborative work for a greater cause brings goodwill to the sufferers. 

Working of different agencies for the safeguard of children :
Every agency working for the welfare of children and people is obligated to provide adequate care for them. When a child's name is placed into the protection register, agencies working for the welfare of children are obligated to remember that they are responsible for protecting the child via their plan. When various agencies collaborate to share accurate information about vulnerable children, they can support and protect them more effectively, ensuring their well-being. There are specific duties of multi-agency authorizations to protect children in need, in harm, or the children who are suffering by any means regardless of the fact about where the children are found as mentioned in sections 17 and 47 of the children act 1989. 
As multi agencies play role in the safeguard of children local authorities also have this duty to play a lead role in safeguarding children, protecting them from any possible harm, and working for their welfare. No matter who you are if you have contact with suffering children and families you are required to play your role as a responsible individual of society. According to the Children and social work act, 2017, agencies must collaborate and make police, practitioners, and local authorities make ways and work together with other local partners for the safeguard and promotion of the welfare of children residing in their area.
Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. Whether it is the police, social workers, NGOs, practitioners, a local of the city, midwives, nurses, health visitors, youth workers, Accident and Emergency staff, pediatricians, voluntary and community workers, etc.  These authorities together make a multi-agency get working for the welfare of children, families, and youth. Each one of them has to take care of their respective duties according to their role in the profession and make sure the children are safe. Anyone working for children should understand their concerns about their safety and should know that they want to be respected and want to be heard. People working for children should see their concerns and should speak to the child about what they are feeling and take their concerns seriously. Working with their families and knowing the proper background helps in the welfare of children. Multi agencies provide early help as soon as the problem arises rather than waiting for some real damage to happen, it helps prevent any further problems to arise. The partners collaborated to form an agency for the welfare of children look into different types of assessments and services to be delivered to the suffering children who may have been victims of sexual abuse, radicalized, etc. It also includes services for the handy or disabled children. Anyone concerned about some abnormal activities regarding children when reaches to the multiagency for help multi agencies must look into the matter and provide as immediate help as possible. Sharing of information between the practitioners and the multi agencies is beneficial for the identification of the needs of the children who may need help, providing information at the right time saves children from severe consequences. When information is provided regarding any missing child or is in any insecure state, multi agencies look into the matter deeply and work on it with all the authorities until any solution is derived. As practitioners are also the part of multi-agency, they are obliged to analyze any child who’s under their checkup to look if they’re physically abused and examine children about their mental health status because not every child has this audacity to speak about the bad happening to them, and practitioners have their professional ways to determine if the child is doing okay physically and mentally. Remember sometimes a child is being victimized at his/her own home too. If a child must be removed from their home, a multi-agency does that instantly following the guidelines of the authorities if a child’s safety is at high risk. Social workers, NGO’s and everyone who is responsible and is participating in a multi-agency working are obliged to take good care of a child by any means possible until he/she is an adult. Multi agencies tend to make children and their families believe that they have someone who got their back anytime they need a hand to hold. Every child matters. In any case of child-related emergency, abuse, or conflict multi agencies work their best until they resolve the matter to make sure the child is in safe hands. From rescuing them to providing them good medical care and arranging engaging programs for them so they can turn into better individuals multi agencies work hard in the cause of wellbeing of the children. 


Covid and multi-agency working:
The global pandemic of Covid-19 affected the practices of multi-agencies a lot. However, ways were found to work effectively for the goodwill of children, families, and youth amid covid-19 and other problematic circumstances. Researches were conducted in 2020 regarding the work of such agencies for the betterment of children and families and it was concluded after the researches that many multiagency supported schools played an outstanding role in being the support of vulnerable and needy families and children. Most of the interactions were made online keeping in mind the SOP’s, while there were benefits,  concerns were also shown about the disadvantaged families and children. The researchers and officials in charge talked about the increased risks to children and questions were raised about the group of children who might be under any risky circumstances. As a result, social workers’ access to families to evaluate risk, they came to rely on other professionals who were having more contact with children and families, including teachers. However, officials have made online platforms for children to keep them connected with the world productively. Empowering children online, providing support to parents and caregivers to help children stay safe online, providing a safe online learning system for students, making online
platforms safe for children and students while strengthening national prevention, response, and support services is what multi agencies worked, and are still working for. An increased online activity where offers learning-based onto also puts children at high risk of cyberbullying, online sexual exploitation, Potentially harmful content, Inappropriate collection, use, and sharing of data, and limited child safeguard online to which officials and agencies should look into, to provide a safeguard for children online and offline. 

Role of multi agencies in and Baby P.’s case according to a serious case review: 
Peter Connelley is also known as Baby P. died in august 2007 aged just 17 months, in the home due to constant abuse for months. And details of his case’s publication showed the incompetency and ignorance of doctors, lawyers, social workers, and police. Baby P’s mother and boyfriend were accused of the death of poor peter. While the kid died suffering from more than 50 injuries he had been visited 60 times by the childcare authorities before his death for 8 months! According to the serious case review, it was said that all the majorities were incompetent and the death of baby P could, and should have been prevented. The report criticized peter’s GP for not showing any concerns when he found bruises and injuries on his chest and head that was claimed to have happened because he fell from the stairs, while non of the social workers seriously thought that he had been getting harmed intentionally and is at serious risk. Serious case reviews determined that there were multiple failings in baby P’s case and that publishing of serious case review isn’t acting on upon any blame game rather it is looking up to achieving greater transparency in child protection from the multi agencies and authorities. 

Role of multi agencies in and Victoria Climbie’s case according to a serious case review: 
Victoria Climbie died in February 2000, aged just 8 years old. She went through terrible abuse for several months by her aunt to which she was sent by her family 18 months before her death. She was sent to her aunt so she could get better education and lifestyle but the opposite of it happened. Poor Victoria was hit with a bicycle chain, burnt with cigarettes, and kept in a cold bathroom in a plastic bag! Evidence of a bus driver was taken by police in the court hearing in which the driver told that victoria would not cry or weep and she would just sit quietly bearing the pain. The driver felt sorry for Victoria’s disgraceful death and her suffering could hardly be ascribed to child protective agencies.

 Victoria’s social services failed her. Her appointed social worker was dismissed by the council of Haringey. Victoria’s social worker Ms. Aurthurworrey was condemned to neglect in the case of Victoria Climbie and ignoring protection and support of a child's condition under her treatment. The doctor that examined Victoria for her injuries was convinced by her aunt that the injuries on Victoria are self-inflicted. During the case investigation, they were also held accountable for not rising any concern about Victoria’s condition. 

Another doctor who looked after Victoria Discharged her from the hospital later on although she knew that the little girl was abused. PC Karen Jones also refused to inquire about Victoria’s aunt and believed that the wounds and injuries in little girl were self-inflicted and the house girl was living in was not inspected out of the fear of scabies ignoring the fact that Victoria's psychiatrist told them about the marks on Victoria’s body were induced by belt buckles. But still, the police officer believed that there was no proves that Victoria was being abused by her aunt.
An awful report was written by Chief detective inspector Wheeler describing the organization of  Haringey involved in the case of the girl as "bereft" and "totally unacceptable". The poor African girl was starved and tortured by her aunt and her aunt’s boyfriend and even though she had visited the hospital with her injuries and visible sufferings no serious help was intended to provide in Victoria’s favor. The condition of the poor 8-year-old girl was completely neglected despite being known to four London boroughs, two hospitals, two police child protection teams, and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. A report was published in Jan 2003 concluding that the child system protection has failed by the top-of-the-line staff and most importantly the managers who failed to take responsibility for their organizations. 
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