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This assignment will discuss and evaluate the use of stop and search powers of the police in England and Wales, looking at both positives and downfalls of the power and highlight if any changes need to be made. For a successful stop and search, officers are required to follow specific granted orders, how can they be expected to do this properly is the act is not current?
Stop and Search is one of the most important powers of officers on a day-to-day basis as it can be used at any point of an officer’s shift, Stop and search is defined in Section 1 of the PACE 1984 Act as what a police constable may do:
Detain in order to search any person, vehicle or anything which is in or a vehicle, in any place to which the public has access, if the officer has reasonable grounds for suspecting that stolen or prohibited articles or bladed or sharply pointed article or prohibited fireworks will be found then they can follow through with the search (Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984). 
The focus as to why stop and search is allowed to be used, is for investigation and if someone’s activities raises the officers suspicion the action of stop and search promotes and permits searching an individual without arresting the person. Research done by the College of Policing (2017) states that higher rates of stop, and search concludes in lower rates of crime, meaning that unnecessary arrest do not proceed forward, and crime is being actively prevented.




Stop & Search is a common power used by officers on a day-to-day basis to protect both themselves, the public or the perpetrator themselves. Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) establishes what exactly Stop & Search amounts to (Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984).  Having it established in the Act is very important since officers need to know what they can do but the public also know their rights because of it being available to the public.
As stop and search is one of the most utilised powers of officers it needs to be focused on it being just, fair and effective. The College of Policing (2016) highlights that for stop and search to be the most effective the search must be justifiable, lawful and stand up to public scrutiny. This means that officers need to make sure that anything they do or decide to do needs to be condoned by both the law and the public. The primary purpose of stop and search powers is to search a person before they have been arrested as it enables officers to allay or confirm suspicions about individuals without exercising their power of arrest (Metropolitan Police, 2021). Stop and Search is a power utilised by Police officers that allows them to search a person under ‘reasonable grounds’ that an unlawful item is being carried (College of Policing 2016a). Police community support officers (PCSO’s) within the Metropolitan Police are the only PCSO’s that are permitted to utilise stop and search (Metropolitan Police, 2021). 


Code A of police and criminal evidence act 1984 highlights the Codes of Practice that governs the exercise by officers of what statutory powers they have to be able to stop and search a person and/or vehicle without first making an arrest (GOV.UK, 2013). Code A also highlights that any search should be carried out with minimum to no fuss and embarrassment to the suspect (Home Office, 2014b). Reasonable grounds for suspicion must be advised over a suspect, these can be 5 things; Behaviour of the person or anyone surrounding them, Article is suspected of being carried, Intelligence received is accurate and current, Time and place of where the person and/or vehicle is and knowledge that has been passed on to the officer by someone else either a colleague, witness or even anonymous information (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p.176). It’s important for officers to have a clear outline of what reasonable grounds amount to so that they know what to look out for but as well to not stereotype individuals.
In addition to Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, there is also The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, Section 23 of The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (MDA 1971) permits a police officer to have the power to search a person, place or vehicle for any controlled drugs (Misuse of Drugs Act 1971). Reasonable grounds for suspecting still plays a big part in section 23, the officer must have reasonable grounds for suspecting that an individual is in the possession of any illegal drug or that they are involved in manufacturing or supplying the illegal substances (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p.181). Section 23 is a crucial part in police powers as if an officer has reasonable grounds to suspect someone of being in possession of controlled substance, then they have proper powers that can confiscate the drugs.


Furthermore, a crucial contrast to searches between Section 1 of PACE 1984 and Section 23 of MDA 1971 is that the searches can be conducted in any public or private place, but in this case an officer to search someone within a residence the officer must have been invited or allowed to enter the premises by the resident (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p.182). This is practical since many illegal substances are kept within a dwelling rather than on the person themselves.
When using Stop and search powers officers must follow specific mandates to be able to make the stop and search lawful plus any police actions cannot interfere without necessary reasons with any individuals’ human rights. Any stop and search’s need to be justified, proportionate, legal, accountable, necessary and ethical (College of Policing, 2013). As noted by Bryant and Bryant (2020) the JAPAN mnemonic is highlighted which stands for justification, authorization, proportionality, auditable and necessary. These mnemonics are crucial for police officers to know when dealing with a person or people in communities as they need to be up to standard and enacted before interfering with any others qualified rights.

 There is also a need for certain procedures to be fulfilled that need to be given to an individual upon their stop and search which are shown in Section 1 of the PACE Act 1984 and in PACE code A, these following procedure highlight certain information that need to be provided to a person before searching the individual, these are put into the mnemonic of ‘GOWISLEY’,  GOWISELY does not have to be given in a particular order but as stated prior has to be given before the search occurs (Bryant and Bryant, 2020, p.177). GOWISELY stands for Grounds, which is an explanation of the ground for the search, Object the object and purpose of what the officer is looking for, Warrant card every officer has a warrant card that in best practice should always be presented but specifically if requested or the officer is not in uniform, the Identity of the officer meaning their name and collar number, the Station that the officer is attached to, that the person is Entitled to a copy of the search form, what Legal power is used and lastly that ‘You’ are the person being detained for the purpose of a search (College of Policing, 2016b). Officers also need to let the detainee know that they are not under arrest if they are being stopped and searched (GOV.UK, 2021). 
Even though all stop, and searches are expected to be followed with procedure and lawfulness it is the best course of action for it to be recorded on the body worn cameras so there’s evidence if something happens to the officer or if an allegation has been made against that officer.


A person must be searched in the form of a quadrant, starting from the top and covering the front and back, a quadrant search is shown by the College of policing 2014 as being:
where an officer imagines a vertical line running down from the top of the person’s head to between their feet, with a secondary line bisecting the first horizontal line at the belt line effectively forming four quadrants (College of Policing, 2014).
The quadrant search pattern guarantees that the officer can search someone thoroughly and accordingly. The officer is only permitted to search someone on the basis of JOG and nothing more, meaning that the officer cannot order for someone to remove their clothing in public apart from their jacket, outer layers and gloves (College of Policing, 2016c). As part of the JOG procedure an officer is permitted to place their hand in the inside of the persons outer clothing, search hair, headgear can be removed if it is not restricted, such as for religious reasons and lastly the officer can also feel around the inside of shoes, collars and socks all under the JOG procedure (College of Policing, 2016c).

Officers being able to conduct stop and searches on people in public that have raised the officer’s radar is very important. Being able to have Code A of PACE give the police the right to stop and search someone that could either cause harm to others or themselves. 
Where stop and search powers are put into force appropriately and proportionately, it results is an increase of community confidence in the police and it also takes positive steps into reducing the fear of crime and reinforcing a positive community. Stop and search is used for many things however is frequently associated with knife crime, a main example of this is Operation Blunt 2, orchestrated by the Metropolitan police collecting figures that up to October of 2009 more than 380,000 stop and searches occurred, around 14,700 people had been arrested and more than 7,500 knives were recovered (Metropolitan police, 2009). Officers being able to orchestrate correct stop and searches proves that they bring a high benefit to the community, as dangerous people can be helped, and dangerous objects can be confiscated.


Stop and search protects the public by preventing crime, identifying offenders and building public confidence in their policing service. In the years of 2019 to 2020 the were around 65,000 criminal acts that were uncovered and about 34,000 arrests occurred, these figures include 4,418 arrests carried out for the possession of illegal weaponry (Metropolitan Police, 2020). These figures clearly indicate that stop and searches are a vital crime fighting tool and as a result of this weapons are being taken off the streets and out of communities which protects the community furthermore. 
In 2014 the Home Secretary announced to Parliament the new scheme titled; The Best Use of Stop and Search Scheme. The main aim of the scheme is to achieve a better transparency with the public, involvement surrounding the stop and search powers and to have a more intelligence-led approach to support officers within the community (Home Office, 2014a). These aims would lead to many positive outcomes and teach officers and the community a more positive and correct point of view towards stop and searches.

A clear example of where the stop and search law were used unlawfully was the Brixton Riots of 1981 in London, where a significant number of black youths in 1981 believed that police officers were treating them wrongfully and unfairly, as well as using the 'stop and search' law as a method of doing so. In the riots, many black people felt that they were being targeted for searches because of their skin colour as officers were permitted to stop and search anyone that they found suspicious and suspected of already committing a crime or planning to do so (Thomas, L, 2022). This unfortunately stipulates the fact that the police force in Brixton in 1981 wasn’t acting with justifiable cause and lawfulness but instead acting on racial profiling and biased opinions.
Because of the Brixton riots Lord Scarman (1986) reported on behalf and stated that Black people were being subjected to excessive and indiscriminate use of 'stop and search' powers by the police, the report itself outlines the use of arbitrary roadblocks, the stopping and searching of pedestrians as well as mass arrests of the Brixton community with around 943 stops, 118 arrests and 75 charges between the two to three days (Scarman, L. G. S. 1986). These stop and searches were carried out before the creatin of PACE 1984 and indicated that most were done illegally and unethically. After Lord Scarman’s inquiry into the riots the government passed the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and among the acts provisions was the regulation of stop and search and setting up the Independent Police Complaints Authority in 1985 (Mohdin, A. 2021). The PACE Act 1984 is now a crucial part of British policing today and will continue to be for years to come.


There are many communities that are unhappy with how stop and searches are conducted, and many feel targeted by the forces because of this. These communities include the BAME group (Black, Asian and minority ethnic) and young adults especially ay of those that are categorized and being black, male and a young adult. In Jack Glaser’s (2015) book titled Suspect race: causes and consequences of racial profiling he states that if racial bias is one of the main factors for officers to stop and search black people at an increased rate then that would suffice consequently to a higher proportion of black people being arrested and convicted (Glaser, 2015, p.11). Instead of officers being fair and justified they select those that they believe have a higher chance of engaging in crimes and potentially racially profile those people.
A more up to date example of unjustifiable stop and searches are of Iain Gould’s (2020) client James, a black man who was acting in accordance with the law in January of 2019 and was targeted by several metropolitan officers halting him stating that his behaviour was suspicious, therefore wanted to search him, with their only grounds for suspicion being that James started to walk away when he saw the officer’s vehicle (Gould, 2020). This clearly indicated that the officers did not have the proper reasonable ground to suspect James and used their power for intimidation, where in some cases this is maybe reasonable in this case it unfortunately was not.


Stop and Searches have specific objectives and if these are undermined then the public perception of these powers become negative due to the being used unlawfully. Citizens that adhere to the law that feel that they have been indefensibly selected has proven that they are then less likely to trust the police and co-operate with the forces when they have their own issues (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2010, p.12). this then means that effective policing that should be taking place regularly, either cannot take place and/or becomes extremely difficult.
Many people and organisations are becoming increasingly concerned by the current police stop and search powers. They are believed to have become disproportionate, discriminatory, unlawful and damaging to communities (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2010, p.12). This is a major disadvantage to both the public and the force as without the trust and cooperation of the public police officers will struggle to enforce the law.
PACE was created in the year 1984, in a very different time for policing, it can be argued that the act is very much outdated. PACE 1984 was revised in the year 2014, this was because the government had a commitment to implement specific consultation on stop and search, the revision highlighted what constitutes to reasonable ground for suspicion (GOV.UK, 2014). An act this big should be up to date and coincide to how society is changing, if this is not happening then how can officers be expected to act accordingly and not use the powers to their own advantage.


As stated in this thesis, stop and search has its positives and negatives. Using stop and search can increase public safety but can also cause issues if misused. When this happens, issues are created for the officers and potential suspects that are a danger to the public or themselves are wrongly let go. As shown officers need to follow strict procedures, however, this essay has indicated that there are more arguments against section 1 of PACE than arguments for, this means that the section should be further revised and made appropriate for today’s society.
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