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1. INTROCUTION 
1.1 Background 
The COVID-19 outbreak has wreaked havoc on corporate environments all around the world. Lockdown measures and reduced mobility have generated several barriers in the supply chain, threatening the continuity of all firms' activities across a wide spectrum of organisations, from publicly traded companies to small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) in the United Kingdom. The epidemic of Covid-19 had an impact on the financial industry in the United Kingdom. While the entire impact of the coronavirus is unknown, many individuals are naturally concerned about their capacity to survive financially in the face of potentially extended economic instability. The banking and financial industry is working hard to assist all clients and reduce the impact of Covid-19 on homes and companies in the United Kingdom. As we get through the following stages of the lockdown, this effort will continue (Szulc and Smith, 2021).
The COVID-19 epidemic has wreaked havoc on people's lives all around the world. The financial crisis has been felt most severely in business and commerce. The net earnings of the UK's financial industries as a whole declined by 37.43 percent throughout the time period studied (Shehzad et al., 2020). Furthermore, governments must understand how businesses respond to the pandemic in order to identify the industries that are more prone to the crisis' effects and the key financial management decisions that businesses must make during times of crisis.
1.2 Research Aims and Objectives
The study's goal is to look into the effects of the covid-19 epidemic on the financial sector's performance in the UK. This research intends to analyse the degree of business performance in reaction to the COVID-19 pandemic by analysing numerous major changes in entities' operations. The research's main goals are as follows:
· To examine the banking sector's troubles in the UK as a result of Covid-19.
· To determine the extent to which the covide-19 epidemic has impacted the UK economy.
· The purpose of this study is to assess the influence of coronavirus testing capability on enhancing financial development in the United Kingdom.
· Determine the influence of investing behaviour on financial markets in the UK during COVID-19.
1.3 Research Questions 
The research will look into the following Questions:
· What are the main issues facing the financial industry in the UK as a result of COVID-19?
· To what degree is the covid-19 epidemic affecting the UK economy?
· What role does capacity for coronavirus testing play in enhancing financial development in the UK?
· What is the impact of investing behaviour on financial markets in the UK during COVID-19?
1.4 Rationale
Although there have been numerous previous studies that have emphasised the effects of covid-19 on biomasses all over the globe, the primary goal of this study is to examine the influence of covid-19 on the financial sector's business performance in the United Kingdom. The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are being monitored and dealt with by financial institutions in the United Kingdom. They're trying to figure out what the immediate issues are for society and the economy, as well as what the long-term implications are for the linked financial system. In today's very unpredictable operating climate, they are utilising their experience to assist themselves and their clients in making sound judgments. During a crisis, it is critical for people to share their knowledge and expertise, so that they may assist each other control and reduce the impact of COVID-19 on the financial system and the broader economy.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 Problems Faced by Financial Sectors Due to Covid-19 In UK
In the United Kingdom, the Covid-19 crisis will add to the traditional banking business model's pre-crisis challenges: revenue pressure and low profitability (low interest rates and higher capital), tighter regulation (following the previous financial crisis), and increased competition from shadow banks and new digital entrants. While the epidemic will have a detrimental impact on the financial industry, it is also necessary for economic recovery. However, the crisis will exacerbate bank competition by hastening trends toward digitisation and new financial service providers (Queirós et al., 2017).
2.2 Extent to Which UK’S Economy Is Affected by The Covide-19 Pandemic
According to research, the UK economy was severely harmed by the coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic. “In 2020, the overall gross domestic product (GDP) will have decreased by 9.9%. This is a balanced estimate of GDP measurement using the output, expenditure, and income techniques. In February 2021, monthly gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 0.4 percent, however it is still 7.8 percent lower than February 2020” (Patten and Newhart, 2017).
2.3 Role of Coronavirus Testing Capacity in Improving Financial Development 
According to the findings of the study, COVID-19 infected patients are the primary reason obstructing financial activity and reducing money supply. The study indicates that boosting testing capacity and functional laboratories to identify probable coronavirus infections across the UK can help boost financial development (Izzeldin et al., 2021).
2.4 Impact of Investment Behaviour on Financial Markets During Covid-19 
The COVID-19 pandemic's human and economic impact is still being felt across the United Kingdom. The pandemic's fast growth and the UK's efforts to contain it are having an unprecedented impact on people's daily lives and business practises. While it is too soon to know the entire impact of these events in the long run, financial institutions in the banking, capital markets, insurance, and asset management sectors must prepare for the new transfer pricing impact (Heald and Hodges, 2020).
2.5 Research Gap
Although there have been various studies on the effects of covid-19 on business sectors, none of them have looked at the effects on company performance in the UK banking industry. Because most prior studies focused on the effects of covid-19 on the health and educational sectors throughout the world, the current study examines the effects of covid-19 on the financial sectors in the United Kingdom.
3. METHODOLGY 
The process and procedures used to seek, select, process, and analyse material to highlight "The impact of Covid-19 on the real business performance of the financial industry in the United Kingdom" are known as research methodology. The methodology part of the research report will allow the reader to critically evaluate the study's overall validity and dependability. The research technique, data gathering methods, data analysis, and research ethics will all be presented in this part.
[bookmark: _Toc87027391]3.1 Research Design
The research strategy chosen is crucial since it directs the entire study to a result that may fulfil the goals set out in the first chapter. The research will be founded on the collection of both secondary and primary evidence, as well as on philosophy. Surveys will be used to obtain primary data, and secondary data will be gathered from earlier publications.
[bookmark: _Toc87027392]3.2 Research Approach
The study will use a deductive and inductive approach. It is because quantitative analysis is aided by deductive research, whereas qualitative analysis is aided by inductive research. Both should be examined, according to the aims and objectives, because the researchers will be undertaking mixed-method analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc87027393]3.3 Research Philosophy
Previously, the scholars have accepted a variety of philosophies, including realism, pragmatism, positivism, and interpretivism. The researchers will utilise pragmatism in this study since it leads to both quantitative and qualitative analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc87027394]3.4 Data Collection
Using online questionnaires, this project will collect both primary and secondary data to examine the effects of Covid-19 on company performance in the banking industry in the United Kingdom. The data collected through surveys is up to date, relevant, and customised to the study's objectives (Cypress, 2018). The most appropriate method for obtaining a description of a large population is to conduct a survey. Secondary research, on the other hand, draws on previous research to identify and provide insights to researchers. The researcher will employ closed-ended questionnaires in this investigation.
[bookmark: _Toc87027398]3.5 Data Analysis
Data analysis is an important technique for data analysis. A thorough comprehension of diverse qualitative and quantitative data research methodologies is required for varied evaluations. In this study, the effects of covid-19 on company performance in the financial industry in the United Kingdom will be investigated utilising both quantitative and qualitative analyses. Closed-ended questionnaires will be utilised in this study to provide quantitative data on the impact of Covid-19 on the banking sector's business performance in the United Kingdom. Computers can also better analyse closed-ended inquiries (Chu and Ke, 2017). The data will be analysed using a mixed-method approach that includes both qualitative and quantitative data.
[bookmark: _Toc87027399]3.6 Time Horizon
The research time frame is determined by this layer: cross-sectional or short-term studies collect data at a certain moment in time; longitudinal studies collect data across time to compare data. Because examination requires assessing a single occurrence at a certain time, this study's temporal scope would be cross-sectional (Brown et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc87027400]3.7 Ethical Considerations
Ethical considerations can have a big impact on how a study is designed. Legitimate ethical principles can help researchers maintain ethical standards throughout the research process and provide legitimacy to their findings. Because the action implies implications for other research participants, these qualities are especially important in studies that require the collection of raw data (Brewer and Gardiner, 2020). The goal of this study is to collect important primary data from ten individuals who will be subjectively interviewed. As a result, every effort was taken in this study to ensure that every study participants' natural, personal details and abilities were protected through a unique categorization. As a result, participants did not suffer any detrimental repercussions as a result of their participation in the study.
3.8 Limitations of Research 
The lack of access to papers, previous studies, and publications is one of the study's shortcomings. It is because the study's findings might be impacted by a number of sponsored publications. As a result, the researchers opted to concentrate on unpaid articles, which were harder to come by. Finding the right article, especially one that was five years old but still relevant, was challenging. Following data collection, the researchers' ability to reorganise the study and materials to get the intended conclusion was limited.
[bookmark: _Toc70007154]3.9 Timeline for Completion
Prior to starting the research, it will be necessary to seek ethical permission. The collection of secondary and primary data will take 3 to 4 weeks. The data will be analysed to ensure that only those studies are considered that meet the current research standards. There may be some difficulties, such as health concerns, thus the study has a back-up strategy. If the researcher becomes unwell as a result of covid-19, the research will be completed via the digital media. The analysis will take 2 to 3 weeks.
[bookmark: _Toc70007155]3.10 Gantt Chart of Research 
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