


Examine how crime and anti-social behaviour affect local communities.

This assignment will examine how crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) can affect local communities. It is going to look at how anti-social behaviour impacts people and the community; what techniques could be effective in preventing and stopping it and whether the police could be using different approaches and tools that could be useful and efficient. It will also include the impact of current and future trust between police and communities and why it could have a negative impact on people, victims, and the community if they do not trust the police. The Fiona Pilkington case study regarding victims of ASB and what the police had done and should have done as a response to preventing crime and ASB will also be included. What constitutes appropriate police action and a conclusion to state what was discovered overall; whether reducing crime is effective and how severely ASB impacts people and communities will also be in this assignment.

Anti-social behaviour is a broad term to explain inappropriate behaviour people use towards others or objects that have bad effects on people, and communities. Anti-social behaviour can cause serious problems within a whole neighbourhood, which can cause harassment, violence, and criminality (Wood, 2023, p. 320). It is described as the behaviour of a person which can cause harassment, alarm, or distress to other people (Met.police.UK, 2023). There are three categories of anti-social behaviour, these include personal, nuisance and environmental. There are also multiple types of ASB which can include, inconsiderate and inappropriate behaviour, such as intimidation and harassment, nuisance and noisy neighbours and drug and alcohol misuse. Vehicle-related nuisance, animal-related nuisance, and criminal damage such as vandalism and littering are also examples of ASB (College of Policing, 2023).

Anti-social behaviour causes distress and misery to innocent, law-abiding people, it also undermines the communities where they live (Newburn, 2017, p. 609). ASB can be committed either individually or in groups, and they can either be low-risk or extreme-risk. It is also often committed under the influence of alcohol and drugs (Newburn, 2017, p. 609). The impact of ASB and crime on victims and communities include that people might be scared and fearful in their neighbourhood, and they also may not trust the police if they have come forward for help and nothing has been done. (Gov.UK, 2023) stated that fear, loss of confidence, difficulty sleeping, and anxiety are all common emotional impacts of ASB. This shows that it can affect people’s emotional, behavioural, and mental health. It can also affect social and physical health. ASB may lead to causing personal harm such as changing behaviours, changing routines, and avoiding difficult situations. It can have a negative impact on life and mental health, which includes living in fear and causing increased stress and anxiety, which can lead to panic attacks and depression (Gov.UK, 2023). Being scared to go out in public is also a big factor. According to Ons.gov.uk (2022), whole communities can be affected by crime even if they are not direct victims. It can have negative impacts on the environment and fear of crime can break social functioning in communities. This correlates with the other evidence of the impacts of ASB on victims and the community. It can also affect the police force if people or the whole community do not trust the police to help prevent or stop ASB, people might start to have a decrease of trust and communication in the police for other crimes.

The Fiona Pilkington case is an example of what can happen when ASB is involved, and the police do not act to prevent or stop it. Fiona and her family had been targeted for several years by young teenagers committing antisocial behaviour. Fiona and her daughter, Francesca, had suffered it frequently. They had reported it to the police over thirty times, however, they were usually dealt with in an unstructured approach. The police stated that they were not going to do anything to stop the young teenagers from targeting them with ASB they were youths, and their parents would not cooperate. The police did not identify the family as vulnerable despite Fiona making several calls asking for help. Fiona and her family were victims of ASB, harassment and abuse. Incidents were often dealt with in isolation and with an unstructured approach which prevented the picture of the harassment that the Pilkington family, had suffered (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board, 2009). This caused frustration in Fiona, which led to her taking her own life, as well as her disabled daughter, Francesca’s life (College of Policing, 2023). This shows that Fiona did not trust the police to help and took the matter into her own hands which led to her and her daughter's deaths. This also shows how ASB can affect people and communities. This case was spoken about worldwide and had a very big impact on people, her community as well as the whole world, it also had an impact on the police because the public had very little trust in them after hearing this case and what they had failed to do in helping to prevent and stop the abuse. The police did not do everything they could in this case, the evidence for this is that Fiona killed herself and her daughter because of being victims of ASB, which was not stopped. The police could have educated the young teenagers and gone to their school to talk about ASB, they could have also sent out ASBOs because the young teenagers were older than 12 and were able to get them. If the police had used these tools to prevent and stop the ASB from happening again, it would have helped Fiona and prevented her from killing herself and her daughter and helped the whole family feel safe in their neighbourhood.
ASB affects people in different ways. In the Fiona Pilkington case, Fiona and her family were badly affected by it, they were victims of ASB for years and the police did not help prevent or stop the harassment or abuse which led to Fiona and her daughter’s death. In other instances of ASB, it can include small crimes that might not affect people as much, such as littering.

Crime reduction is used to aid in preventing and reducing crime, the police use multiple effective ways and tools to tackle and prevent crime. They use the best available evidence to find the problem and come up with a solution for it. Sharing research with people and neighbourhoods aids the police in preventing crime. Crime prevention is known as a long-standing priority which is often neglected in policing (Wood, 2023, p. 54). This correlates to the Fiona Pilkington case because they failed to use crime reduction to prevent ASB in their neighbourhood. Crime can be partly reduced through detecting crime and using certain measures of punishment depending on the severity of the crime, this could include, giving anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs), using early intervention techniques such as talks and using education and adding more CCTV and police patrols. ASBOs are civil orders that are given to people over the age of 10 for harassing and causing alarm or distress to people who are not in the same household as them. They can last for a minimum of two years, and they contain conditions prohibiting the offender from specific ASB or even from going into certain areas (Gov. UK, 2003, p. 10).

Neighbourhood watch would be an effective and appropriate way of preventing ASB, if there were more security such as neighbourhood watch, CCTV, and more police patrols, it would be less likely for people to commit ASB. Education and ASBOs are also effective and appropriate ways of preventing crime because they deter people from wanting to commit them and teach people that it is not appropriate. Broken windows theory is defined as a low-level area that has graffiti, broken windows, abandoned cars, and litter that has not been fixed, is more likely to be targeted for more crime because people assume that no one will care or that there would not be any punishment for doing the crime. Broken windows theory entails people committing petty crimes and ASB in low-level areas because the area gives them the impression that nobody cares about it (Joyce, 2011, p. 75). This is an example of using physical measures to prevent crime and that if nothing is done to prevent the crimes, people will keep committing the crimes. There is strong evidence to suggest that physical security measures reduce crime and act as a deterrent (College of Policing, 2022). These different measures are effective and appropriate tools to use to prevent crime and they are popular in policing to deter ASB.
Preventing ASB techniques could include mentoring, programs and educating people about ASB. The police could start a discussion and explain to people the laws and procedures police would follow to stop ASB and encourage people to consider the perspective of young people, the police, and the communities. This could also apply to educating schools and giving the pupils a chance to ask questions and talk about their concerns regarding the subject. This suggests that early interventions could be an effective prevention technique. College of Policing (2022) stated that early intervention can have a long-term effect.

The national decision model (NDM) could also be an effective tool to prevent ASB because it provides a framework to assist with making accountable and professional decisions (Harfield, 2013, p. 627). According to Bullock and Tilley (2012, p. 41), the national decision model is designed to rationalise how the police handle information and make key decisions to help solve cases. It is a detailed tool with six key elements that aid in making professional and reasonable decisions. These tools are efficient for the police to respond to crime because they aid in finding a solution and making decisions to stop and prevent crime. Options for the police to respond to ASB could include giving restraining orders, court orders, criminal-behaviour orders (CBO), civil injunctions and if need be, putting them in custody for a few hours or a night, for breaching the peace, until the police think it is safe for them to be let out. They could also install more CCTV and the community could create youth clubs and more activities for young children and teenagers to do if they are bored, instead of turning to crime and ASB. These could prevent young children and teenagers from committing crimes and ASB. Community-based responses to crime prevention may prove to be more effective (McLaughlin and Muncie, 2001, p. 305). This shows that prevention techniques are efficient, effective, popular, and good to use because they help reduce and stop crime and ASB.
Thrive stands for threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability, and engagement (College of Policing, 2021). It is another model to help the police figure out if a case needs help and if it is a threat to people. It aids in collecting information to prevent crime. According to HMICFRS (2023) thrive is used to assess the right response for a case, it allows for a judgement to be made and to make the best decision. It is a good and effective model to use to understand the seriousness of the case and what the police can do to stop or prevent it. Thrive aids in making the most efficient and professional decisions and actions.

The impact of trust between the police and communities because of ASB includes that communities may not trust the police if they cannot or will not try to prevent or stop ASB. Like in the Pilkington case, the community did not trust the police after what had happened. The community could also fear living in the area if they know the police will not attempt to make the community safe. The impact it has on the community could break and the people in it could be impacted emotionally and mentally if nothing is done to stop it. It could also impact the future by causing fear in the community and a lack of trust in the police. It could prevent people from trusting them with other problems and other crimes they need help with, and it could also stop the community from helping the police with the information they need if they think they are not going to help stop or prevent anything. This could lead to a lack of police officers and an increase in crime if there is a decrease in police officers. This could have a negative impact in the future which could lead to communities not being safe and being dangerous for people to live in, because of the soaring crime increase due to the lack of trust in the police. A lack of trust in the police could cause an increase in fear of crime and could also cause an unsafe environment. Other impacts could cause a lack of trust in others, such as the public, not wanting to go out, being scared to go out, and social apathy, which may normalise ASB. It could also cause a moral decline (Gov. UK, 2023).

Overall, anti-social behaviour has negative impacts on people and communities, this can include causing nuisance and distress to people, weakening trust and ruining communities. Ourwatch.org.uk (2020) correlates with this because they state that ASB is a range of behaviours that can cause nuisance, annoyance, harm, and distress to a person in their home, neighbourhood, and community, which can badly affect them. Ourwatch.org.uk (2020) also states that ASB can ruin lives and devastate communities, they suggest that reporting ASB early on is important to prevent it from escalating and happening again. This shows that it negatively affects people and communities and that it is effective to report anti-social behaviour and prevent it before it becomes worse.
Responding to ASB using different approaches, such as the national decision model, THRIVE, neighbourhood watch, CCTV and ASBOs are effective in reducing crime and ASB in communities. This is because it aids in reducing crime and allows people to feel safe in their communities. It also helps people gain trust in the police when they know that they can be trusted when in need of help. Harfield (2013, pp. 452-453) states that police officers found that crime prevention has marginal value when it comes to ASB and that police involvement with crime reduction is vital and aids in having crime prevention and reduction as key priorities for community reassurance. This is congruous with the earlier statements because it shows that crime prevention is important when it comes to reducing crime and ASB to help people and communities feel safe and reassured. When the community and Police officers partner up to reduce crime and come up with opportunities to ‘design out crime’, it has been proven successful in reducing crime and ASB (Harfield, 2013, p. 456). This suggests that it is important that the community and police work together to find ways to prevent crime and ASB because it has been proven that it is effective.
All these approaches are useful and efficient ways for police officers to try and reduce crime and ASB.
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