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As someone who loves very specific parts of Chinese history along with specific pieces of Chinese literature, I decided I wanted to undergo a bigger task by looking at how China as a society reflected the mythology they made for themselves. As a student of Roman and Greek classics I understand that the Gods they believe in have their own political and cultural evolution along with the people that believe in them, in a militaristic state or time the importance of Mars and Ares is amplified whilst in other periods of time they are merely representations of wrath. Some gods are meant to represent the perfect citizens whilst pieces of literature involving the gods usually consist of the difference between gods and man.
Because of this almost political dynamic between god and human within the Mediterranean regions I wanted to look at how Chinese mythology impacted the evolution and structure of ancient Chinese society as many of their deities or worshipped figures were in fact supposedly human and were deified after their actions or inventions, the idea of incredible humans becoming the gods that were eventually worshipped, even though this isn’t all of the Chinese deities it was an interesting concept that made me want focus on it for this project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although much of Chinese mythology was orally passed down, the key figures and stories have been translated and the written stories will be the ones I focus on. I will be looking at the “Great flood of China” which is the creation myth along with stories about mythological figures such as Hou Yi, Nu Wa and Fu Xi. I want to investigate their most famous stories and why they were possibly so revered by the Chinese people even to the point we know them to this very day, although many of them have slightly differed.
I believe these characters influenced Chinese ideologies, agriculture foundations, military rules, political structure, classic Chinese works and therefore shaped the very foundations of Chinese history. In my analysis I will look at different pieces of evidence from different ancient Chinese dynasties to see how society functioned and how it linked to the Chinese myths one way or another. Finally, I will briefly look at revered historical figures such as Guan Yu and discuss how his personality is portrayed and compared to the mythological characters with him still being very relevant to modern Chinese society in mythological contexts. The reason why I will look at specifically Guan Yu as he is very much an Achilles-like figure during the Three Kingdoms period of China and is portrayed as the perfect ray of justice and honour in Luo Guanzhong’s ‘Romance of the Three Kingdoms’ I wish to see whether his actions are more like akin to the characteristics of the ancient mythological characters or whether Chinese society had developed to honour Confucianism as its foundation by the time of the Yuan Dynasty in 1271 BCE.

