Blog #1
Navigating the Digital Age: Examining Wales' Digital Competence Framework and its role in developing ‘future-ready’ learners.

Don’t forget: AI acknowledgements, Use images, catchy headings and sub-headings, digital links, QR codes, etc to make your blog reader friendly, interesting and engaging.
Suggested structure 
I acknowledge the use of [AI Tool] [(AI Tool url)] on [Date] to [Purpose]. 
I used the prompt(s): 
1. [Prompt] 
2. [Prompt] 
3. [Prompt] 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
OR
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

Rwy’n cydnabod y defnydd o [Offeryn deallusrwydd artiffisial] (url yr offeryn deallusrwydd artiffisial) ar [Dyddiad] i [Diben fy ngwaith]. 
Defnyddiais yr anogwr(wyr): 
1. [Anogwr] 
2. [Anogwr]
 3. [Anogwr] 
Rwy’n cadarnhau nad ydw i wedi cyflwyno unrhyw destun deallusrwydd artiffisial cynhyrchiol fel fy ngwaith fy hun. Rwy’n cadarnhau bod gennyf gopïau o’m drafftiau, fy nodiadau, ac unrhyw adnoddau eraill y defnyddiais cyn ac ar ôl defnyddio offer deallusrwydd artiffisial y gellir gofyn i mi eu darparu fel tystiolaeth.
NEU
Rwy’n cadarnhau nad wyf wedi defnyddio unrhyw offer AI wrth ymchwilio a chreu’r aseiniad hwn. Rwy’n cadarnhau nad wyf wedi cyflwyno unrhyw ddeunyddiau a gynhyrchwyd gan AI fel fy ngwaith fy hun. Rwy’n cadarnhau bod gennyf gopïau o’m drafftiau, fy nodiadau, ac adnoddau eraill a ddefnyddiais, y gellir gofyn i mi eu darparu fel tystiolaeth.
Introduction (100 words)
· Briefly introduce the Digital Competence Framework (DCF).
· Mention that digital competence is one of the three cross-curricular responsibilities within the Curriculum for Wales.
· Explain why digital literacy is increasingly important in education and society.
· State that the blog will critically evaluate the DCF, exploring both its strengths and limitations.
What is the Digital Competence Framework? (100-120 words)
· Define the DCF and its purpose.
· Briefly outline the four strands: 
· Citizenship
· Interacting and Collaborating
· Producing
· Data and Computational Thinking
· Highlight that it is intended to be embedded across all curriculum areas rather than taught as a standalone subject.
· Explain its role in supporting progression from primary to secondary education.
Strengths of the DCF (150-200 words)
· Encourages digital skills across all subjects.
· Supports development of critical thinking and digital citizenship.
· Promotes creativity, communication, and problem-solving.
· Flexible framework that can be adapted to different settings and learner needs.
Include examples
Critical point for ‘future-ready’ learners: Emphasise how these skills mirror those required in employment and everyday life.
Supporting Learner Progression in Digital Literacy (150 words)
· Explain how learners gradually develop from basic digital skills to more sophisticated competencies.
· Progression examples: 
· Early years: using simple devices safely.
· Primary: searching for information and creating digital content.
· Secondary: analysing data, coding, evaluating online information, and managing digital identities.
· Link progression to lifelong learning and employability skills 
Link learner progression to developing ‘future-ready’ learners (100-120 words)
· Digital literacy supports: 
· Employment and career readiness.
· Online communication and collaboration.
· Accessing services such as banking, healthcare, and government information.
· Staying safe online and identifying misinformation.
· Explain how the DCF prepares learners to become responsible digital citizens.
Challenges and Limitations of the DCF (150-200 words)
· Variations in teacher confidence and digital competence.
· Differences in access to technology between schools and learners.
· Risk of inconsistent implementation across Wales.
· Potential focus on digital skills rather than deeper critical understanding.
Critical evaluation:
· While the DCF provides clear progression pathways, successful implementation depends heavily on staff training and resources.
· Discuss digital inequality and its potential impact on learner outcomes.
Conclusion (80-100 words)
· Summarise the key strengths of the DCF.
· Acknowledge challenges such as resource availability and teacher preparedness.
· Conclude that the DCF is a valuable framework for developing digital literacy across the curriculum and preparing learners for a rapidly evolving digital world.
· End with a reflective and memorable ‘take-away’ statement about the importance of digital competence in developing ‘future-ready’ learners 
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