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Louisa May Alcott wrote little women, at the request of a publishers desire for ‘a story for girls’ in 1868. An American woman, from Pennsylvania, in the 1800’s, she grew up with as little as possible, giving anything away as her father’s teachings and life philosophies. Alcott’s most successful novel, Little Women, details elements of her own upbringing. Alcott’s own sister Beth died exactly as portrayed in the book.

Exploring the boundaries created between writer and reader, Louisa May Alcott writes in third person. Third person is the social standard for novels, and while I will be looking at other types of storytelling, Little Women is based off of Alcott’s own life. The connection (between reader and writer) develops when reading the bickering of these four sisters and their lives, the language and relationships that relate to the modern day young woman. 

Little Women is a generational favourite, the very edition used for referencing is my grandmothers from when she was a young girl. The relatability is consistently relevant, creating a kinship of sorts between the author and reader. This shows great skill on Alcott’s part, to immerse the reader in the duress, heartbreak and happiness of late 1800s teenaged girls.






