
Priestess of Hathor 

Priestesses of Hathor were mostly

noble women who, through daily

tasks, ritual and offerings, showed

appreciation and loyalty to the

goddess Hathor. 

There were many ways that a

Priestess of Hathor could show her

worship. one of the most well-

known ways being through song

and dance instruments such as

sistrums, rattle like instruments

that could be heavily decorated

such as this example that has the

bust of Hathor on the handle(fig 1)

. it was thought that this would

please the gods by giving them

both worship and entertainment    

The Goddess Hathor was worshipped by

many in Ancient Egypt, but mainly by

women. She was considered one of the

Queen Goddesses and represented

motherhood, fertility and moisture amongst

other tasks. 

Hathor is regarded as a predynastic

goddess there is research that shows

her having priestesses since the 4

dynasty with the first recorded

priestess of Hathor being the daughter

of King Radjedef Neferhetepes . In the

5  dynasty, there is lots of evidence

that shows popular devotion to Hathor

as well as the sun god Re.  priests and

priestesses of these two gods are

closely linked,  the devotion of Hathor

stayed strong up to the 12  dynasty

with priestesses dressing up as the

goddess to recreate scenes in her

honour.
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Being a priestess of Hathor was a high

title to hold they were considered the

hands and voices for the divine on

earth. The priestesses were essential

to the daily Runnings of the temples of

ancient Egyptas they conducted rituals       

 Hathor can be seen in Human form,

cow form or a mix of both. (fig 2 ) 

these forms were made into many

symbols that were adopted by both

her priestesses as well as nobility

who wanted help with fertility. The

most commonly seen symbols of

Hathor were the cow horns and sun

disc with priestesses wearing them

as a headpiece. (fig 3)
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