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	How Reforms to Policing in England and Wales has Effectively Addressed the Evolving Needs of Contemporary Society 

	Research Question/Cwestiwn Ymchwil


	To What Extent Has Reforms to Policing in England and Wales Effectively Addressed the Evolving Needs of Contemporary Society?


	Aims and Objectives/Nodau ac Amcanion


	· To explore how successive governments starting with the Labour Government elected in 1997 have attempted to reform policing to reduce crime and to improve accountability, public trust and overall community safety
· To explore if current reforms are suitable for the future of policing
· To explore legislation to see if they are effectively meeting the needs of contemporary society 
· To define key concepts and definitions
· To explore how and if reforms have reduced crime
· To explore how and if reforms have improved accountability in the police
· To explore how and if reforms have improved public trust in the police
· To explorer how and if reforms have made local communities safer
· To compare and contrast these reforms to discover how and if they can be improved
· To explore key issues of modern policing today, and how policing can be improved to meet the needs of contemporary society 


	Outline of your Dissertation/ Amlinelliad o'ch Traethawd Hir

	In contemporary society, there is evidence to suggest that policing is facing a challenging time (Rowe, 2020, p.2). For example, while levels of police recorded crime have been reduced (Home Office, 2024, np), there is evidence to suggest that crime is evolving, and that new forms of crime, such as computer related crime, is actually increasing (Office for National Statistics, 2024, np). Additionally, public trust and accountability has been affected by recent events such as the murder of Sarah Everard by a Police Officer working in the Metropolitan Police at the time (Farrow, 2023, pp. 13-14). Furthermore, in local communities, many individuals have expressed concerns about issues that affect the community, such as anti-social behaviour (Home Office, 2023, np). To tackle these issues, successive governments have aimed to reform policing (Blake, Sheldon and Williams, 2010, p. 5; Conservative and Unionist Party, 2019, p. 17). This dissertation will explore the effect of these reforms and will explore policing literature to see if further reform is needed (Blake, Sheldon and Williams, 2010, p. 5). This dissertation will be split into five themes, which will be titled, introduction and expoloration of key definitions, crime reduction, accountability, public trust and community safety.
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