What do manuscript traditions tell us? What don’t they tell us?

In this paper I shall be examining and discussing what manuscript traditions tell us, what don’t they tell us, and the effects of the misinterpretation they have on the contemporary readership and the modern readership. Manuscript tradition is the translation and understanding of the ancient world through written evidence. The most notable of these manuscripts being The Bible[footnoteRef:0].  [0:  Smalley, B. 1983.] 


One of the largest problems with manuscript tradition is the translations and mistranslations. Over the thousands of year, the large majority of the ancient works have been lost to us from various reasons.[footnoteRef:1] This is where the manuscript tradition came from, by copying the ancient sources into manuscripts and preserving their knowledge. Throughout this paper I will be examining the translations of the ancient sources into the manuscripts that we know of. One of the largest margins for error with manuscripts comes in at the phase of translation, this could be down to several factors, such as the translators personal biases, censorship, or even the translator not knowing the correct word to translate into. Any of these factors can contribute to a mistranslating of these sources, which in turn effects our interpretations of the sources. Simple errors can have huge repercussions, by mistranslating a city name, or a number of soldiers, it change history as we know it. I will examine the consequences of mistranslations and their effect with their new meanings. During the essay, I will also address what our interpretation of the ancient world may be without any manuscripts. Hopefully this essay will help to show readers the errors that may appear in manuscripts and how any of these errors can lead to misunderstandings of the ancient world and our reception of them. [1:  Weitzman, M. 1987. ] 
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