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	STOP AND SEARCH 

This assessment will look at Critically evaluating the application of Stop and Search powers by police officers in England and Wales. Stop and search relate to the power a police constable has when it comes to searching a person and a vehicle.  And the powers they have when searching and the process they will need to carry out for the search to be legal.



When it comes to a stop and search a police constable can stop and search a person if they have reasonable grounds to suspect someone is carrying a weapon or in possession of stolen property. (Home Office. 2015).

When it comes to carrying out a stop and search, a Police Community support office can only stop a person and ask them questions. White, only a Police Constable, can carry out a stop and search. A police constable doesn’t always need to be in full uniform to carry out a stop and search. They will just need to show their warrant card, and this will then allow them to search a person and what they are carrying along with any vehicle (Metropolitan Police. (2018).

When a search is carried out, they are a step by step list the officer need to go through for the search to be legal and this is the, and this has the acronym of GOWISELY, with each letter standing for a step that must be carried out for the search to be legal. For example, the G and O in the acronym standing for grounds related to the reason of the search and the O standing for the object the officer is looking for example, if an officer is looking for a stolen phone. They can only look for the stolen phone. This means they can’t search places the phone couldn’t be, such as a wallet or under a hat. 

Once the officer has told the person being searched the grounds and object, they must then identify themself if they in plain clothes, they must show they warrant card. Otherwise, a uniformed officer wouldn’t need to show the warrant card; after this, a police constable must prove to the person they are searching that they are a police constable. This involves given their name, collar number and also what police station they are attached to.

Once this is done, the next step is an entitlement, and this involves letting the person being searched that have three mouths receive a copy of the search. After the entitlement is the legal power that is being used to search a person. Such as Section 1(2) Police & Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Or a search under section 23 misuse of drugs act and final section 32 of pace as each of these sections allow a police constable to search a person. (Legislation .gov. 2010).

With the final part of the GOWISELY being the statement “ you are being detained for the services of a search “(College of Policing 2016).

The number of stop and search in England and Wales between April 2019 and March 2020, there were 563,837 stop and searches this is excluding vehicle searches that have been carried out. 
Stop and search has always been a controversial power that the police have with it often have the stigma that this power has been used to target a certain group of people and that racial profiling had a part to play when it came to a stop and search

With figures showing Black people are nine times more likely to be stopped and searched by the police than white people, official figures for England and Wales show. That there were six stop and searches for every 1,000 White people, compared with 54 for every 1,000 Black people. With the metropolitan police force having the highest rate of stop and search as  there was 34 stop and searches for every 1,000 people in London, the highest rate out of all police force areas( Home Office. 2021) 

And although Stop and search are seen as a controversial power as it is seen as a way to target minority groups, especially in London and the fact that London is such a diverse city with a large number of ethnicities and how crime is distributed between these groups and affects the stop and search statistics. With stop and search rates have fallen for every ethnic group since 2009

stop and searches have fallen across all ethnic groups however they have fallen at  different rates. Stops of White individuals have fallen by the most (28%), while BME stops have fallen 11% (Home Office. 2017).

For a Police constable to carry out a stop and search first, they need to have genuine and objectively reasonable suspicion that they will find a prohibited article or item for use in crime on the person they are searching. Reasonable suspicion and can be affected by a set of different factors such as location, Behavior and time, and Intelligence has been gathered. An example of these would be if a police officer was notified of shoplifting that took place a few minutes ago and they see a person close to the location trying to hide items. This would give the police officer reasonable suspicion to stop and search that person. (Nottinghamshire Police. 2017)

Critically evaluate the application of Stop and Search powers is difficult as stop and search have done very well when dealing with certain types of crime. For example, when dealing with the knife crime epidemic that is taking place within the UK, with south wales police seeing a 21% increase in knife crimes taking place between 2019 to 2020 (Jukes, M 2021) and between 2018, There were 1,353 knife crimes more than half were in South Wales, and it was a 23% rise on the previous year. With knife crime slow going up each year.

And in someplace within the UK, knife crime is significantly higher for example, within London, knife attacks within the city are very common as There were 45,627 offences involving knives or sharp instruments recorded by police in 2019, a 7% rise year on year, and 49% higher than 2011 when comparable records began, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) stated. (Office for National Statistics. 2020)

While in London has been exception to the trend of an overall drop in knife killings. The number of homicides – murders or manslaughter offences – involving a knife or sharp instrument decreased by 8% in 2019 to 242 offences. But in the capital, there was a 13% increase in homicides involving a knife or sharp instrument, from 77 to 87.

The total number of homicides in England and Wales was up 2% in 2019 to 670.
Again, the numbers in London were proportionally much higher, with a 15% increase in homicides from 127 to 146 recorded by the Metropolitan police in 2019. (The Guardian . 2020)

With figures like these its clear to see why stop and search is a useful but also controversial police power as it does have an effect on the knife crime rates within the UK and especially within the London boroughs and this is thanks to the effect of Operation BLUNT 2 

 As part of Operation BLUNT 2, a Metropolitan Police initiative aimed at reducing knife crime that began in the spring of 2008 – there was a marked increase in the number of weapons searches conducted in London. London boroughs were assigned to one of three tiers based on intelligence on their knife crime problem. Resources.

Were prioritized to ten Tier 1 boroughs and to a lesser extent to six Tier 2 boroughs. 
The ten Tier 1 boroughs recorded a more than threefold increase in the number of 
weapons searches, up from 34,154 in the year before BLUNT 2 to 123,335 in the first 
year of the operation. Over this period, the 16 Tier 3 boroughs also recorded an
increase in weapons searches but on a smaller scale up by 18,103, an 87% 
increase on pre-BLUNT two levels

Stop and search might also impact crime by simply having a more comprehensive deterrent through the high-profile deployment of police at crime ‘hotspots. There is an extensive body of evidence that suggests that focusing police resources on crime hotspots is effective at reducing crime (Home Office. 2016)

The only downside of having more police officers and resources placed into crime hotspots is that the offences will just move to another area, and this will end up creating a cycle where either the crime rate will fall for a while and once the police offers and resources are moved to other area and are focusing on a different crime issue. 
The knife crime rate will return, or the police services will end up playing cat and mouse, trying to follow where the knife crime is taking place. Along with this problem, some forces have had a problem with stop and search becoming very political, which has dramatically affected the stop and search power. 

With the current mayor of London Sadiq Khan making, it one of has key points to reduce the stop and search rate carried out the metropolitan police forces. While also trying to strengthen rules that prevent officers stopping people simply on the basis of their skin colour. And have the metropolitan use more of an intelligence-led, targeted approach.

And with the reduced number of stop and searches being carried out there was a significant increase in violent attacks such as stabbing and acid attacks and with these attacks taking place Sadiq khan had to make a U-turn on his decision to lower the rate of stop and search  (Dearden, L. 2018)

Due to the raising levels of violent crimes taking places and with the metropolitan’s goal to reduce violent stop and search has become more prevalent and its clear to see the effects it has as in 2019 the stabbing and violent rate fall as the metropolitan police forces upped their stop and search rate by 400% 

Sir Steve House, deputy commissioner of the Met, said that as” searches rose, killings in the capital dropped by 30 per cent and knife injuries among the under-25s fell 20 per cent.”

Officers in the capital carried out 9,599 stops in the year to April under powers that allow them to search anyone in designated areas even without “reasonable suspicion”. The figure was up from fewer than 1,836 the year before, a rise of 423 per cent.
Authorization for designated areas under Section 60 of the Public Order Act rose 219 per cent in the same period; Sir Steve told the mayor’s office for London( Home Office. 2019)

And this shows that stop and search has done tremendously well to help reduce the rate at which violent crime takes place within London. Still, it only works when it has the proper backing as the numbers show that when police forces can carry out their roles and use their powers without taking heat from politicians and the government, they can get crime rates down, and this continues to happen as in November 2019 the number of young people under the age of 25 involved in violent and knife-related incidents has fallen Knife crime with violence overall had reduced by 23 per cent in two years, and the Met’s focus on violent crime saw reductions in other categories of violent crime. (Simpson. J 2019)

Looking more closely at my local police force of south wales police between April 2019 and the mouth of March 2020, south wales police had carried out a total of 12,851 stop and searches under PACE Section 1 across the area covered by South Wales Police. And this number of stop and searches had actually 22% from the previous year. And out of the 12,851 stop and search, around 12% lead to an arrest.

More than half of all searches in 2019/20 
were for drugs instead of being directed at severe or violent crime. This came out to around 63% of stop and search were drug-related, showing that a significant stop and search carried out by south wales police fall under section 23 of the misuse of drugs. 

Showing that each police force uses stop and search to tackle different crimes related to the location; for example, England and, more precisely, London with the metropolitan police force using stop and search to crack down on violent and knife crime-related problems. While south wales police carry out more section 23 searches showing a problem with drugs within the area.

With 11% of stop and searches carried out being for offensive weapons. When it comes to being stopped and searched by south wales police, the statistics show that there is a disproportionate amount of Black and Minority Ethnic that had been searched compared to the number of white people who had been searched. (Stop Watch. (2017)

 With Black people in South Wales were searched at almost seven times the rate of white people
People from mixed backgrounds were searched at just over twice the rate of white people, with a ratio of 6 Black and minority ethic being stop and searched for everyone white person being stopped and searched. 

And when looking at the statistics, it is clear that there is a disproportionate amount of Black and minority ethnicities being stopped and searched within different police forces. 
And Black people are more likely to be arrested due to stop and search than white people but less likely to be given an out of court disposal. This means black people are more likely to be prosecuted. (Shiner, M Carre, Z et al. 2019)

And where people live can affect if they are stopped and searched. Variations between boroughs are strongly linked to levels of deprivation. Overall, rates of stop and searches are highest in more deprived boroughs with considerable inequality. This statement supported by the current operations that have been carried out to tackle knife crime, such as operation blunt two, which focused on lowing the violent crime rate through the use of stop and search and this operation was carried out I some of London’s poorest boroughs. And this can be seen to create further distrust towards the police from poorer areas and the Black and minority ethnic community.

and there is some reason behind this thinking as members of the Black and minority ethnic community will see the police to be fishing for an arrest or simply carrying out a stop and search on them due to their skin colour are the area they’re in . and there is a number that backs this claim up as the Equality and Human Rights Commission for England, and Wales found that some police Forces have a high disproportionality ratio for stop and search (Woolley, S Van Bueren, G. 2010)

Dorset has persistently stopped and searched black people disproportionately. Leicestershire and Hampshire also have high black/white disproportionality ratios.
The Metropolitan and City forces in London together generate the large majority of excess stops and searches of black people: over 100,000 compared with around 150,000 in England and Wales. This is not because the disproportionality ratio of these forces is exceptionally high.

Recent investigations by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC)  on a 
a small number of complaint cases reveal that some people stopped and searched 
have felt racially profiled and, in some cases, it indeed appears that officers’ 
decision-making may have been led or influenced by assumptions about the 
person’s ethnicity. (Independent Office for Police Conduct. 2018).


After the investigation carried out by the Independent Office for Police Conduct its clear see why people are very hesitant to comply and cooperate with the police when it comes to a stop and search as there is strong evidence to see that stop and search has been used under the guise of racial profiling, and this creates further problems for everyone when dealing with the issues of crime as police constable many not wish to carry out a stop and search under the fear of having a complaint of them being racist or racially profiling people (Bentham, M. (2016).

However, there is a way of dealing with this issue, and that is through the scheme called the best use of stop and search scheme. The idea hides the scheme is to achieve greater transparency, community involvement in 
the use of stop and search powers and to support a more intelligence-led approach through the use of the scheme police constable will have greater intelligence when carrying out a stop and search and allows the officers pace at mind as they will know that they have the right person through intelligence instead of stop and searching a group of people who are related to the intelligence given to them.

Along with looking after police officers, the Stop and search scheme also helps the public through the use of Stop and search complaints 'community trigger' – a local complaint policy requiring the police to explain to local community scrutiny groups how the powers are being used where there is a  large volume of complaints. (College of Policing. 2014).

This will allow the police to give their reasons for the high number of Stop and search and get their point across, and this will enable the community to also get their point across and see why  Stop and search are so high. In contrast, In order to improve public understanding of the police and contribute to best practice, 
forces must be open and accessible. It is essential for the public, particularly young people and people from Black and Minority Ethnic communities, to see the police professionally conducting their work. And be able to engage with the police this way everyone is able to understand what is going to take place during a stop and search and the people being searched don’t feel like they are being discriminated against. 
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