[bookmark: _GoBack]£1m aircraft evacuation slide investment by British Airways Interior Engineering at Blackwood creating 15 new jobs

British Airways Interior Engineering at Blackwood created 15 new jobs and safeguarded 23 following go ahead for overhauling A380 jumbo jet evacuation slides. British Airways Interior Engineering (BAIE) in Blackwood has gained approval to overhaul evacuation slides on BA’s new A380 fleet of aircraft following a £1m investment that will create 15 new jobs. The aircraft slides are traditionally maintained by the original equipment manufacturer that made them for Airbus. But now BA has become the world’s first airline to get manufacturer approval to carry out this work. It follows a £1m investment by BAIE in new tooling and the reconfiguration of its workshops in Blackwood that was supported by £318,000 business finance from the Welsh Government.
What BAIE does
It is responsible for the refurbishment of interior and safety products on all BA aircraft - the product range includes refurbishing passenger seats, cabin toilet compartments, carpets as well as the overhaul of all safety products including slides and rafts.
Economy Minister Edwina Hart said: “BAIE is a global player and to maintain this status it has to keep changing its mix of products and services to meet the changing needs of the global aerospace sector and the new generation of aircraft. This is an important long term investment by BAIE which is now in pole position to win more of this work while the potential for future growth is significant as the rate of orders for the A380 increases annually. “BA is a key member of one of our priority economic sectors and has strong, established links with Wales where three of its subsidiaries are based and I am delighted the Welsh Government helped secure this additional work for Wales that will also create and safeguard jobs.”





Q1: Read the first paragraph and try to find words that mean the same as the following (in the context of the text):-
1.1 Kept (safeguarded)	
1.2 Servicing and repairing (overhauling)
1.3 Official agreement (approval)
1.4 Usually (traditionally)

Q2: What does BAIE stand for? 
British Airways Interior Engineering

Q3: What phrase does Edwina Hart use to describe the image of this company?
BAIE is a global player

Q4: What language does Edwina Hart use to describe the image of British Airways with Wales?
BA is a key member of one of our priority economic sectors and has strong, established links with Wales

Q5: What is the name of the aircraft that is mentioned throughout this article?
The A380





