‘Conceptualizing the Celts’

Assignment 2
[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose ONE question from the list below and write an essay of 4000 words due on Thursday 31 January 2013

1. Are the Druids best understood simply as a priesthood for the Celtic religion, or as a development specific to the encounter of the Celts with the Classical world? 

2. John Collis says that the term ‘Celt’ has ‘dangerous archaeological and political implications’. Is the term really ‘dangerous’? What do we potentially gain or lose from its use?

3. ‘Late Celtic’ or ‘sub-Roman’. Which of these terms better describes the society of Celtic Britain in the fifth through seventh centuries? Why?

4. Can the arrival of the Normans be seen to spell an end for independent Celtic institutions? Choose two case-studies to look at in detail.

5. Are romantic constructs such as the ‘Visionary Celt’ empowering of the Celtic peoples, or just another symptom of their colonisation?

The assignment will be assessed on the following criteria:

· A direct and reflective engagement with the question in all its parts
· Direct reference to the primary evidence (texts in translation, detail of archaeology)
· A consciousness of the secondary literature, prioritising more recent perspectives and theories
· Adherence to the academic norms of referencing, structure of an assignment in paragraphs and clear introduction/conclusion


