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Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector?

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to give a critical response to the question above it is important to consider what the Basque model is, what is the current approach to Welsh education is in the English-medium sector and what would have to change in order to use the Basque model in Welsh schools, looking at both positives and negatives in order to consider changes that would need to be made to implement the Basque model. 
In Wales at the moment there is some discussion about the number of Welsh speakers in Wales. There are already some developments happening in Wales with the introduction of the new curriculum in schools. In the successful futures document it states that an aspect of being an ambitious capable learner is to ‘communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English’ Donaldson (2015, p.31). Through this statement it would be obvious to assume that developing Welsh will be more of a focus point in the new curriculum as well as in future education in Wales. 
The Basque model is the way that the Basque language is taught and the experience of the language that the people have which is evident in the article. There are different types of schools within the Basque model which offer different experiences of the Basque language. Throughout the assignment the writer will refer back to the article in order to analyse the model and discuss different points that would need to be discussed if Wales were to implement the Basque model. 
If Wales was to adopt the Basque model a key area of change would need to be the upskilling of teacher’s ability to use the Welsh language. In the (Estyn, 2018, p.39) report, one comment that was made as an area to improve on was that ‘Many teachers lack confidence in teaching Welsh and there are not enough opportunities for them to improve their skills,’ as a result of this the children do not get taught the standard of Welsh that they should. A teacher’s individual ability to use the Welsh language is obviously going to affect the quality of Welsh that they teach and also the standard at which they teach it. 
Noted in (Estyn, 2013, p.32) is that children are not presented with enough opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding in Welsh and also teacher’s expectations for the children are not at a high enough standard. This could be that teachers are reluctant to use Welsh in their classroom and as a result the children’s skills are not being pushed and extended like they should be. The question then arises, if teachers do not have the knowledge or confidence to teach Welsh then how can we expect young people to learn more Welsh and develop their own skills? 
However, there are initiatives in place which aim to upskill teachers. There are already different schemes which teachers can apply for in order to upskill themselves in Welsh. There are different courses for different periods of time which teachers can use to help them go back to their school and implement Welsh in their class but also other classes in their school and can also help the other teachers in their school to better their use of Welsh. One of the foundation level courses for teachers is available at Swansea, Brecon and Carmarthen. This intense course aims to ‘create teachers who speak and understand the language and to develop their confidence to use Welsh in a variety of contexts within the school,’ Cyrsiau Sabothol Cymru (2014). 
Obviously if Wales was to adopt the Basque model then there would need to be changes made to the structure of how practitioners teach Welsh and how schools categorise their standard of Welsh teaching. In A-model schools 3 hours a week is dedicated to teaching Basque, however the transfer of language is deemed unsatisfactory according to some. It is important to note that less and less parents and children are choosing A-model schools as the language transfer is thought to not be as successful as in B-model and D-model schools. In the B-model school ‘between 30% and 40% of the curriculum is taught through the medium of Basque.’ In the D-model schools ‘instruction is through the medium of Basque with Spanish as a compulsory subject.’
Although over recent years there has been an emphasis on developing Welsh in school. One of the things noted in (Welsh Government, 2017a, p.26) is that from now until 2021 Wales will ‘develop a transformational approach to the learning, teaching and assessment of the Welsh language with the aim of ensuring all learners will be able to use the Welsh language when they leave school.’ This is clear evidence that in Wales we are putting more emphasis on using the Welsh language in school and developing skills. In order to adopt the Basque model in Wales there needs to be more Welsh language exposed to the children. 
Improving the planning of Welsh in order to track the continuum of skills should help to put more of an emphasis on English-medium schools creating a Welsh language ethos. However, there is still development needed in order to reach what the Basque model would consider a satisfactory transferal of the Welsh language. Although there is a clear need to set targets for improvement in the teacher’s ability to deliver the Welsh language. This is shown in the (Welsh Government, 2017b, p.43) as it states a target is to ‘give greater attention to training on Welsh-medium and Welsh language pedagogy and methodology.’ In terms of the Basque model it is important that the practitioners teaching children in Wales can give children the standard of teaching they need and with the targets that have been suggested by the government, then the continual progression of Welsh in Wales will allow the standard of Welsh education to develop. 
The writer would also suggest that if Wales were to implement the Basque model more emphasis would need to be put on everyone keeping the Welsh language alive not just in education. It is stated in the article that depending on the careers people are looking to progress into, for some jobs such as doctors there are higher qualifications needed to show fluency and competence in Basque. Obviously, this being a necessary part of the job it increases the importance and relevance of learning the language outside of an educational environment. 
Increasing the use of Welsh outside of the school environment would help to give the children learning the language an idea of how they could use it outside in the world of work. The current use of the Welsh language in some parts of Wales may create a notion for the children that after they complete their studies there will be no need for Welsh anymore as they do not hear it get spoken outside in the wider community. For example, a recent survey by (Welsh Government, 2018) states that only 18.8% of the current population in Merthyr Tydfil say that they can speak Welsh. It could be argued that if there are low numbers of people in the world of work that are using the Welsh language then it would be less likely that children would see the need to learn and use Welsh themselves. 
However lately in Wales there has been more of a push for the Welsh language to be used in other areas and not just education. There are initiatives currently in place to increase the use of Welsh outside of schools such as the ‘Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers’ and also schemes like ‘Learn Welsh’ which encourages people to learn Welsh when they have a job. The (Welsh Government, 2015) provide the learn Welsh schemes which, ‘gives employees in different sectors opportunities to learn and improve their Welsh in order to use the language with confidence in the workplace and beyond.’ These types of schemes set about increasing the use and importance of Welsh language, however in order to get to the standard of the Basque model a lot more work needs to be done. 
The writer thinks that Wales is making steps in the right direction and over recent years there has been a bigger push to increase the use of Welsh. It would be important to consider if Wales were to implement the Basque model that teachers’ competence in Welsh would be a main element of the transfer of the language. More input would be needed during training and possibly more top-up courses should be implemented to ensure that the standard of Welsh language in school is continually taught at a good level. The writer would also suggest that while practitioners are  teaching and constructing lessons, and also outside of education, it is important to keep referring back to documents such as ‘Successful Futures’ and ‘Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers’ as well as the curriculum documents, as this is key to lead educators in the right direction with regard to the implementation of the Welsh language. Another key aspect that should be considered is the continual help from the Welsh Government to not only encourage the use of Welsh in schools but also in the world of work and wider community. Lastly the writer would add that if there is to be any progression teachers need to encourage the children to not think of Welsh as a dying language or waste of time, but as a key part of Wales and its heritage. Therefore it could be suggested that a positive attitude to teaching and learning Welsh mentioned is needed in order to make the transfer of language successful, the writer believes that in order to make initiatives like the Basque model to work in any country, but specifically to Wales, helping children to enjoy and value their learning of the Welsh language is significantly important. 
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