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Hiya, my name is Georgia, and I am the year 6 teacher and the designated safeguarding officer.  There are many policies in place to safeguard the children as well as safeguarding our staff. The Working Together to Safeguarding Children section (19) states that identifying and addressing the needs of families and children requires efficient multi-agency collaboration (Local Government, 2023).  
As we have some new staff, I believe that they need to be trained and kept up to date. Cassie, can you please sort this out for me?   
With the training in place, it is everyone’s duty to ensure they can safeguard the children, as we all do. According to the Government (2020), Everyone who often interacts with children or young individuals is responsible for maintaining safety regulations. Although the issue was likely covered in detail at your original training, all employees need to take refresher courses to ensure they are prepared for any circumstance. Getting safeguarding training can benefit you in your role in this way. 
Do you all know who your safeguarding officers are? 
Georgia: This is just a reminder, as there was an incident that staff didn’t know who the safeguarding deputy was. The safeguarding deputy is Cath. It is important to know who the safeguarding lead and deputy are. If anyone has a concern for any children in the school, please come to me so we can safeguard the children. According to NSPCC (2023), Everyone must protect children and young people.   To ensure that each child, regardless of their circumstances or background, is appropriately safeguarded from harm, safeguarding policies and procedures should be in place in all groups that work with or interact with children.  
If you need any help with the safeguarding procedure, there are posters around the school, in each classroom and the staff room. Recognising, responding and reporting (no date) suggests every employee and volunteer in the workplace should be aware that you expect them to report any child safety-related concerns, disclosures, or allegations and to take the necessary action. We have established rules that everyone must follow. 
Have you all got the Safeguarding Wales app on your mobile phones?   
This is an amazing app which can help if you have any concerns about a child, it has the procedure, etc.  If you haven’t got the app, I strongly ask that you add this to your devices because if you have a safeguarding concern, you can look for the right way to report it. The app has different sections to follow, such as how to report a concern and copies of a C1 form to get yourself familiar with them. They have these sections: 
· Introductions to safeguarding 
· Children and young people at risk of harm 
· Adults at risk 
· Regional safeguarding boards 
· Glossary 
· Resources 
(Safeguarding Wales, no date) 
If you have any concerns, let the child speak and ask minimal questions because the child may be scared to disclose this information and may stop talking if you ask too many questions. The NSPCC (2019) implies being patient and listening to what is being stated. Don't share your thoughts and feelings. They might stop talking and take back what they've said if you show your shock or disbelief. 
 
As a reminder, I would like to briefly remind all staff that when a child comes or discloses any information to you, please be patient with the child and comfort the child. Record the information the child is giving you in the way they say it to you and word for word, even if the information is graphic or sensitive, as it is going to be more sensitive to the child, and they need that support from you. After recording all the information word for word, approach your safeguarding officer to report this concern to either the information, Advice and Assistance team (IAA) or straight to MASH according to the circumstances of the incident. Ensure to check up on the child and ensure to follow up with your safeguarding officer, as it is your responsibility to do so. If the designated safeguarding officer hasn’t reported the concern, you must report or get advice from the IAA.  
Do you all know about the IAA? 
Georgia: Do you know about multi-agency safeguarding hub (MASH)?
For those who are unsure about multi-agency collaboration, this is a group of different agencies working together to share best practices and help make different decisions. According to Abhay (2023), To better understand the demands of children's well-being, multi-agency collaboration entails exchanging best practices and experiences among various institutions. Practitioners can enhance the quality of their services, provide victims with superior care, and advance in their positions by exchanging expertise. 
As the new term ahead approaches, we will be introducing passwords and new procedures to protect the children. These passwords will be up to the parents who they share them with, and it is their responsibility to share them with family members and friends who will be collecting the children from school.  Each class will have updated sheets of passwords for them to check before releasing the child to their parents or carers.  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me. 


