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Essay 1: Why might terrorist organisations be involved in other types of criminality, and how might intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
This essay will discuss how terrorist organisations may be involved in other areas of criminality such as organised crime. Through this, the essay will consider the motivations behind terrorist organisations’ involvement with organised crime groups and what areas of criminality they are involved in. The essay will review a case study about Iraq which discusses how the terrorist organisation ISIS/Daesh took advantage of political turmoil as a result of conflict to make monetary gains through criminal activities to fund their terrorist activities. Furthermore, the essay will consider how crime-terror networks perhaps operate on a continuum which possibly differ depending on the geo-political region. Moreover, the essay will consider how intelligence gained in the investigation of such crime may help to inform counter-terrorism policing. However, it could be argued that before consideration is given to the crime-terror network, a working definition is needed to explore this complex phenomenon. 
Feyyaz (2019) argues that terrorism can be a diffucult concept to define due to a hesitance amongst academics in accepting a universal definition. Furthermore, Feyyaz (2019) argues that there is a need to define what terrorism is beyond it’s conceptualisation through case study frameworks in order to effectively analyse the phenomenon. However, Ramsay (2015) argues that while terrorism can be defined, it should not be due to the confusion that has been caused by the debate over it’s definition. Nevertheless, for the purpose of this essay, a definition of terrorism will be drawn from Section 1 of the Terrorism Act (2000) and terrorism will be interpereted as the threat of or use of serious violence against a person, serious damage to property whereby the action or threat is designed to intimidate the public or influence the government in order to advance a political, religious or ideological purpose. 
Viano (2020) states that terrorist groups and organised crime groups are increasingly becoming interlinked in their activities and structure. Viano (2000) states that this is due to many international authorities placing sanctions on nations supporting terrorist organisations financially leaving terrorist groups needing to establish other sources of income. Clarke and Lee (2008) suggest that terrorist groups and organised crime groups can form partnerships which range from a single interaction to short and long term relationships. Clarke and Lee (2008) argue that the reasons behind this can include the exchange of knowledge or operational access such as supply routes. However, it has been suggested that there can also be a divergence in how each organisation wants to conduct business leading to a break down in the relationship if operational security means are not achieved (Clarke & Lee, 2008). Nevertheless, Viano (2020) suggests that despite differences in goals and priorities there is still an increasing amount of cooperation and alliances between organised crime groups and terrorist organisations based on mutual benefits such as knowledge and geographical access, and that these symbiotic relationships are facilitated through globalisation and weak and failed states (Kulić & Bolhuis, 2023).
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2020) suggest that the links between organised crime groups and terrorist organisations predominantly include the trafficking of firearms and drugs. An article by Kulić & Bolhuis (2023) conducts a review of Iraq after the end of the Islamic State Caliphate and how remnants of ISIS are engaged with organised crime. The review states that since the end of the Caliphate, Iraq has become an important smuggling route as well as distribution area for illicit drugs (Kulić & Bolhuis, 2023). It has been reported that substances such as heroin, opium, and methanphetamines are trafficked through Iraq from Afghanistan to Syria, Turkey, and Iraq (Shilani, 2020). Kulić and Bolhuis (2023) also state that the illicit trade and smuggling of weapons, counterfit goods, as well as human trafficking for the purposes of modern slavery and sexual exploitation is prominent in the border region between Iraq and Syria. It has been suggested that in pre Caliphate Iraq, ISIS took advantage of the political turmoil, and used illegal activities such as human trafficking, drug smuggling, extortion as well as the illicit proceeds of occupied territory such as oil fields and smuggling to finance the terrorist group’s goals (FATF, 2015; Kulić & Bolhuis, 2023). Since the fall of the Caliphate, it has been suggested that remnants of ISIS are still heavily involved in organised crime, with many of the proceeeds being laundered into real estate and legitimate businesses (Kulić & Bolhuis, 2023). 
Makarenko and Mesquita (2014) state that the establishment of crime-terror networks are most prevalent in weak or failed states or regions where there has been recent conflict, as the lack of law enforcement allows terrorist organisations and organised crime groups to operate freely as was the case in the above case study. Makarenko and Mesquita (2014) postulate that crime-terror networs operate on a continuum, where at one end there is an alliance, as is discussed earlier, for the exchange of knowledge or operational needs. Next in the continuum is a merging of tactics and goals where the group equally aims to advance their ideology or political goals alongside advancement in a criminal enterprise. At the other end of the continuum is a complete shift in the organisations goals, where terrorist groups change their motivations, goals and procedures into that of an organised crime group and vice versa for organised crime groups (Makarenko & Mesquita, 2014). Moreover, it has been suggested by Makarenko and Mesquita (2014) that while Europe is stable both politically and economically, this does not stop the crime terror nexus and is likely that terrorist and organised crime groups will operate at the start of the continuum through the means of alliances.  
Due to the blurred lines in some criminal activities conducted between terrorist organisations and organised crime groups it could be argued that there is a need for a hollistic strategy in targeting the groups, where information and intelligence from investigations is shared in an appropriate and secure manner between, not only agencies within the same country, but organisations from other nations in order to tackle a phenomenom which is evidently borderless in an increasingly globalised world. However, it could be argued that the sharing of this type of intelligence can be difficult given the confidential nature of terrorism intelligence (Wong, 2022). Wong (2022) states that the barriers to sharing intelligence between law enforcement agencies are further exacerbated given the traditional organisational cultures of agencies working independantly of eachother and to some extent in isolation. However, in 2003, the UK introduced a strategy to combat terrorism called CONTEST which has four pillars including Prevent, Pursue, Protect, and Prepare (Home Office, 2023). Many colllaborative approaches have been brought about as a result of CONTEST such as the creation of the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre which analyses and assesses intelligence and includes representatives from sixteen different government departments including MI5 and the police (Security Service, 2024). It could be argued that a key improvement of the CONTEST strategy is the establishment of the Counter Terrorism Operations Centre (CTOC) which enables a collaboration and information sharing network that can cross organisational divides (HM Government, 2023).  CTOC includes agencies such as Counter Terrorism Policing, intelligence agencies, and other government departments which enables a more coordinated and collaborative response in the Pursue phase of CONTEST (HM Government, 2023), which involves stopping terrorist attacks (HM Government, 2011). 
Another area of the CONTEST strategy that has benefitted from a collaborative approach is Prevent, which refers to a strategy aimed at preventing people from becoming a terrorist (Wong, 2022). As part of the prevent strategy collaboration between education, health, faith, local communities, and the criminal justice system aims to tackle radicalisation through engaging and educating those that are vulnerable or at risk of being radicalised (HM Government, 2011). Wong (2022) states that the Prevent strategy places a duty on different sectors including health and education to make referals to the government of those at risk of radicalisation. These referrals are then assessed through Channel, a multi agency approach led by the police (HM Government, 2011).  Furthermore, Wong (2022) states that there are other collaborative approaches amongst the Prevent strategy which includes the Joint Extremism Unit (JEXU). JEXU refers to an agency which comprises of representatives from the police, prison and probation service (Wong, 2022). This consists of meetings between the agencies to develop strategies to manage those convicted of terrorism offences as well as develop mitigation strategies for offenders they deem at risk of radicalisation (Wong, 2022). However, Gearson and Rosemont (2015) argue that there are many areas of CONTEST that need imporvement, in particular collaboration between public and private sectors. Nevertheless, it could be argued that having a policy in place that seeks to enhance collaboration is a step in the right direction from departments operating as silos. 
This essay has considered why some terrorist organisations may be involved in other areas of criminality such as organised crime. It could perhaps be suggested that the main reason is monetary gain due to the need of terrorist groups raising funds to realise their goals due to sanctions placed on states funding or supporting terrorist organisations. On the other hand is organised crime groups who perhaps agree to work with terrorist groups to gain access to knowledge or access to smuggling corridors or weapons. It has been suggested that this involvement in organised crime operates on a continuum, which begins in the alliance phase. The alliance between terrorist organisations and organised crime groups can perhaps be explained by the mutual benefits each organisation offers to the other. Another suggestion made was how weak and failed states without adequate law enforcement allow ideal conditions for both terrorist groups and organised crime groups to establish and operate freeley which perhaps can lead to collaboration or at least acceptance in order to work towards their goals. This perhaps suggests in these scenarios, as discussed in the case study of Iraq, that a terrorist group will control areas and therefore establish their own enforcement on crime groups operating in the area or crime groups for example in Europe seeking to access drugs or goods that originate or pass through the area. The essay has also considered how terrorist groups can perhaps also change motivations and becomes more of a crime group when they reach the end of the continuum. This point perhaps exemplifies the blurred lines between crime and terror and how a hollistic approach is needed to tackle terrorism effectively. The essay reviewed the UK’s strategy to counter terrorism which is referred to as CONTEST. While the strategy has been critisised for its lack of engagement between public and private sectors, the essay has suggested that the collaboration that has been established through both the Prevent and Pursue strategies are a step in the right direction. In particular, the strategies implementation of inter-departmental bodies, groups, and centres including CTOC, JTAC, and JEXU.
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Essay 2: Examine the potential impact of bias on police investigations, and evaluate the effectiveness of strategies in place to prevent it.
This essay will consider the potential impact that bias, in particular confirmation bias, can have on police investigations such as tunnel vision, suspect driven investigations, and guilt presumption. Through this, the essay will consider what bias is, and how positionality can possibly lead to unconscious bias as well as consider a number of academic studies to understand the potential impacts of bias. Furthermore, this essay will consider the importance of having an awareness of bias when dealing with criminal investigations and will review what strategies can be used to prevent or mitigate the effects of bias as well as what areas perhaps need further consideration and improvement. 
Bias can come in many forms (Delgado-Rodríguez & Llorca, 2004), however, for the purpose of this essay the focus will be placed on unconcious bias such as confirmation bias. Confirmation bias refers to the process where a person processes new information in a way that aligns with their current beliefs and ignores information that contradicts or disproves these beliefs (Allahverdyan & Galstyan, 2014). These beliefs can be created from pre-existing assumptions and attitudes developed by environmental or social influences (Chien, et al., 2014) and can distort one’s view on new information (Allahverdyan & Galstyan, 2014). Furthermore, one’s positionality, in terms of their age, gender, race, social groups, job, community, religion and past experiences to name a few, can all influence on their social normalities, motivations and belief system, which in turn can lead to bias if, when observing new information, consideration is not given to how these factors can influence you unconciously (Adu-Ampong & Adams, 2020).
It could be suggested that bias can be difficult to overcome in some situations due to it’s cognitive and heuristic nature, such as the mental shortcuts it can provide when making complex decisions fast (Ahmad & Shah, 2022). Nevertheless, it could still be argued that because of the unconscious nature of confirmation bias, great care should be taken when conducting criminal investigation, as the ramifications could potentially be detremental, from inocent people being treated unfairly and possibly being charged with criminal offences, to guilty and dangerous offenders not being apprehended due to tunnel vision and focus being placed on the wrong person (Stainton, 2022).  It could be suggested that confirmation bias in criminal investigations can come in multiple forms including so called ‘suspect-driven investigations’ where a suspect is obtained without objective evidence and the investigation is then limited to lines of enquiry that link the named suspect to the incident (Lidén, et al., 2018). There can also be unconscious bias surrounding the collection and review of forensic evidence (Lidén, et al., 2018). Van den Eeden, et al. (2016) states that crime scene investigators are given a brief, outlining the circumstances, before entering a crime scene, which they then use to form a hypothesis regarding the series of events in order to understand what to look for. Van den Eeden, et al. (2016) suggests that this hypothesis, while helpful, can also lead to bias where eveidence that does not fit into or help to confirm the hypothesis is overlooked. 
Furthermore, it has been argued that suspect interviews can be biased against the suspect (Lidén, et al., 2018). A study conducted by Kassin, et al. (2003) tested the impact of pre determined guilt in suspect interviews. Kassin, et al. (2003) concluded that interviewers that were led to believe the interviewee was guilty were more likely to use guilt presumptive questions which in turn made the interviewee appear more defensive and guilty to independent viewers of the interview. However, it must be mentioned that this study was conducted in a mock scenario and outside the UK. Within the UK, code C of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 as well as Article 3, 5, and 15 of the Human Rights Act 1998 set out specific rights and entitlements for the suspect (HM Government, 2019). Nevertheless, it could possibly still be argued that even with legislation such as PACE 1984 in place that there is still a chance of bias. Lidén, et al. (2018) conducted a study which sought to ascertain whether a police officer’s decision to arrest a suspect promted bias during a suspect interview. In order to establish whether there was any causal link, Lidén, et al. (2018), conducted three experiments using different sample groups which included police and students. The study concluded that there was a greater degree of guilt presumption and confirmation bias where a suspect was arrested, regardless who made the decision to arrest (Lidén, et al., 2018). However, the study also concluded that guilt presumption was reduced when the cognitive load was reduced through the process of the interviewer choosing from a premade list of questions as opposed to self made questions (Lidén, et al., 2018). Due to this conclusion, it could be suggested that there will inevitably be a degree of guilt presumption amongst officers as arresting suspects is part of the job, however, the reduction in the cognitive load needed could potentially be used to limit the bias. However, it could also be suggested that the method used to reduce cognitive load is not applicable as one could argue that pre set lists of questions in interviews fails to tackle the complexity of criminal investigations as well as the dynamic nature of an interview where new information can possibly materialise.  
It could also be argued that given the complexity of criminal investigations that decision making is important and can also have an effect on bias. Edwards (2021) argues that decision making has major implications on bias within policing, and states that despite the introduction of legislation such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984, that misscarriages of justice have still taken place. It has been suggested that confirmation bias can influence a criminal investigation through the process of hypotheses (Edwards, 2021;  Ask and Granhag, 2007). A study conducted by Ask and Granhag (2007) sought to understand how witness accounts in homicide investigations were percieved by investigators in relation to whether the account was consistent or inconsistent with a hypothesis, and how time pressures effected these perceptions. The study consisted of forty-nine police officers from Sweeden split into two groups (one provided with a twenty-minute time limit and the other without a time limit) and involved giving the participants a summary of an investigation that provided a hypothesis that a female was responsible given the current evidence. Participents were then given witness accounts, some providing more evidence that a female was responsible and others suggesting the possibility of a male being involved (Ask & Granhag, 2007).  The results of the study found that overall witness acounts were considered more trustworthy when they supported the current hypothesis and the accounts that provided an alternative suspect were percieved as less trustworthy. Furthermore, these results were increased in the group with time pressure (Ask & Granhag, 2007).  This study perhaps highlights the potential impact that previous information can have on an investigation and how it can affect the course of an investigation through the potential impact on decision making.
It could be suggested that a mecanism in place for limiting the potential impact of confirmation bias on decision making is the use of the National Decision Model (NDM). The NDM is a decicion making framework that is used in UK policing and utilises a consolidation of policing doctrine, procedures and codes of practice (Edwards, 2021). The framework is a cyclical process that informs decision (College of Policing, 2023). Stainton (2022) suggests that the use of the NDM can allow decision-making to become more objective as opposed to relying on subjective past experiences. Furthermore, Dando and Ormerod (2017) suggest that recording decisions on logs helped detectives overcome confirmation bias and is effective in targeting the effects of bias on their decision making. However, Edwards (2021) states that officers utilisation of the NDM can be effected by time pressures. Furthermore time pressure was also indicated to have had a big influence on bias in the study conducted by Ask and Granhag (2007). Therefore, it could be suggested that soley relying on the NDM to target the effects of bias is insufficient given the potential effect that an increased workload demand, bureaucratic processes, and organisational stress factors can have amongst police officers and their ability to effectively investigate crime. 
While it could be suggested that policing is a highly stressful job due to opperational stress factors such as frequent exposure to distressing experiences (Gershon, et al., 2009; Ménard & Arter, 2013), Jackman, et al. (2021) suggest that internal organisational stress factors have a larger impact on police officers leading to mental health problems, burnout, and various negative impacts on their personal life. It has been suggested that factors such as an increase in invdividual workloads has been exacerbated by resourcing issues and an increase in additional bureaucratic processes and an expansion in role responsibilities (Jackman, et al., 2021). It has also been suggested that organisational culture and management have also impacted on stress and morale within policing. Furthermore, a study conducted by Jackman, et al. (2021) suggested that police in the UK experienced more work related stress than a comparitive international force and that officers were struggling to cope with workload demands. As discussed previously, time constraints can potentially have an impact on bias within the police. It could therefore be argued that the potential for unconscious bias within police investigations could be increased due to increased workloads that officers are struggling to cope with. Thus, it could be suggested that there is a need for a review of how the police as an organisation is managed as well as how pressures that are placed on officers can be reduced, not only from a welfare perspective, but also to ensure the effectiveness of police investigations. 
In conlclusion this essay has reviewed what bias is and how it can potentially effect police investigations, through tunnel vision, suspect driven investigations and forensic and witness confirmation bias. It has discussed how the formation of hypotheses from previously known information can unconsciously cause bias and effect decision making. Furthermore, it has been suggested that not only previous knowledge but also encounters or involvement in the apprehension of suspects can cause bias and increase guilt presumption. The essay has also discussed what strategies can potentially be used to mitigate the impact of these biases such as the use of the NDM, logging decicions made for review, and a reduction in cognitive load. However, the essay has also highlighted the potential impact that factors such as stress and time constraints can have on bias within police investigations, and how there is possibly a need to review how organisational culture, management, resourcing, and increased role expectations and workload are impacting on the effetiveness of police investigations through the potential increase in unconsious bias.  
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