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Global perspectives to barriers in engagement in education

Having an education is something that every individual in the world should have access to. This is necessary, to be able to learn values and skills to develop and shape who we are as human beings. It enables us to learn and understand the world we live in, the issues that are faced, and issues that we could potentially face in the future. It is important that we understand the different issues that are faced in countries around the world, and reasons behind them. Poverty, gender inequality, conflict and climate  are among a few elements that are preventing children having access to a basic education. 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural organisation (UNESCO) has a new framework called Education 2030, which sets out to ‘ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all’ (UNESCO, 2016). Because children in some countries have an easier access to an education than others, and its aim is to improve the global education access by 2030. This essay is going to discuss global perspectives and the barriers to accessing the education system in Ethiopia, the United Kingdom and Wales. It will explore these barriers and investigate the causes surrounding them. 
“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself”. (Dewey, 1916)
Ethiopia is one of the oldest countries in the world and is the second most populated country in Africa. It is located in the north east which is sometimes called the Horn of Africa. There are more than 80 ethnic groups and languages spoken, and unlike the other African countries, Ethiopia has never been colonised, with the exception being the occupation by Italy 1936-1941. (nationsonline.org, 2020). There was a civil war that broke out in Ethiopia, between the Ethiopian military junta communist governments and anti-government rebels. This lasted until 1991. But resulted in 1.4 million deaths, 1 million of these due to famine and the rest due to combat and violence. The climate in Ethiopia is ecologically diverse, and experience a range of weathers climate conditions, which is perfect for agriculture. It is just north of the equator, so it is generally very warm and humid. The country has experienced severe periods of droughts in previous years. In 1985, saw the drought that killed millions and caused an extreme famine. More recently, in 2015, a drought caused a failure of both harvests for that year which caused a food shortage, the drought is still currently on going in the country as of 2021. Droughts lead to starvation as lack of rainfall causes crops to fail, and no food to feed animals. Climate change is causing these droughts to happen more frequently, and they are becoming more severe. 
                                                                                                               The population growth rate in Ethiopia is well above the global average and among the highest in the African countries (Britannica, 2020). However, the country is undergoing a large transition and has seen a decline in infant, child, and maternal mortality rates as well as an increase in the life expectancy of its inhabitants. Furthermore, the life expectancy is currently around 50 years old. The population in Ethiopia is young, with two fifths under the age of 15.
The country is prone to prolonged and multiple climate-induced and conflict-related emergencies that directly impact children’s access to education.(UNICEF, 2018) . Ethiopia is currently experiencing another civil war in its state of Tigray. The last civil war was in 1984, and the country has had a positive increase in economic growth since the end of it. Hundreds of civilians have already been killed towards the end of 2020, with thousands fleeing as refugees to Sudan. The 2010 UNESCO report, The Hidden Crisis highlights the significant negative impact of conflict on access to education, the average years of education attained, and the literacy rate. Conflict has been seen to have a large negative impact on the education of children. Schools and buildings will often get destroyed along with books inside, teachers and student may be injured or even killed. Conflict will affect children’s journey to school which in Ethiopia is often a long distance. Parents may be worried about exposing them to being captured and abused especially young girls. Girls are often victim of rape and sexual violence caused by conflict, which is why numbers show that they are more greatly affected by conflict than boys. It is outlined in article 38 of the UNCRC, governments should not allow children below the age of 15 to take part in a war or be a member of the armed forces. Governments must also take appropriate steps to ensure the safety of children during and after conflicts. Article 39 states that  children are entitled to receive special support to recover their health, dignity, self-respect, and social life if they have been involved in a war.  (UNCRC, 2020). As part of the sustainable development goals, goal number 16 is to Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development. In 2019, the number of people globally, fleeing conflict and persecution was over 79.5 million which is the highest number recorded to date. (United Nations, 2020) . Conflict in countries such as Ethiopia cause yet another barrier for these children who are already facing many other barriers to accessing an education. 
The population is 48% children and young people, so education is seen as vital in pulling the country out of poverty . There are many issues that can be improved by education. With a good standard of education, people would know their rights and encourage the government to improve and address these issues. After some research, it seems that the main barriers to education in Ethiopia are, gender discrimination, poverty, conflict, and shortage of trained teachers. The United Nations aims to achieve the sustainable development goals set in 2015, goal number 4 is that all children should have a right to a quality education. They aim to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. (United Nations, 2020) 
Education in Ethiopia has come a long way in the last few years, since the civil war ended in 1991, the numbers attending school has increased. Education in Ethiopia started off based around religion and was provided in churches to mostly boys. It was not until the 20th century that it started to develop  in 1994/5, there were three million pupils attending primary school. This number increased to 15.5 million in 2008. Secondary school enrolment also increased by five times during this period. French was the spoken language at a lot of Ethiopian schools until 1935. Ethiopia had a literacy rate of 39% in 2012, which was one of the lowest in the world, 
Firstly, gender inequality is a big problem in Ethiopia, as women are expected to marry young and stay home to raise the family. Women have fewer opportunities for an education, employment and personal growth compared to men. (rainbowftf, 2021). Many girls attend primary school, and most do not make it to secondary school and drop out due to being needed to help at home, sexual harassment and some are even forced to marry as young as 10 years old. Less than 1 in 5 girls do not even get a chance to go into secondary education and 41% of girls will marry before the age of 18. Due to the often-long distances from home to schools, young girls are often exposed to risks of being molested or abducted.  In article 2 of the UNCRC, it states that all children should not be discriminated regardless of their sex. However, since the introduction of the UNCRC, the progress to reduce gender inequality has been slow. The African Charter of the welfare and rights of the child (ACRWC) was introduced to work alongside the UNCRC, but to address specific issues that African children may face. It appears the two frameworks have different ideas about what age a child becomes an adult. The African charter tends to have more protection for children compared to the worldwide framework.  The ACRWC has some differences to the UNCRC, in the ACRWC, it prohibits child marriage and states the age 18 as a minimum to marry. It also states that pregnant women have the right to continue their education. Even though these rights are stated, it is just clear that getting married at a young age is preventing many Ethiopian women from gaining an education. Gender inequality is visible in the UK but unlike in Ethiopia where boys tend to perform better within education and women stay home to bring up children. In the UK, there are more female teachers than male, this means that girls have female role models and fewer boys have a male role model to look up to. With that said, girls in the UK tend to perform better academically than boys, this is not down to girls being smarter. There are various reasons that girls tend to outperform boys, girls tend to be more attentive, more organised and are less likely to behave poorly in school. (education elephant, 2018). This could also be down to the fact that girls mature earlier than boys. 
Following on from this, another factor and barrier in education in Ethiopia is poverty, the country is still classed as one of the poorest in the world even though it has vastly improved its economy in recent years. According to Thelwell, 2019, It is on track to become the first low-income sub-Saharan African country to achieve one of the UN Sustainable development goals of eliminating poverty by 2030. The rates of poverty fell from 44% in the year 2000 down to 21% in 2018. This has been achieved by the developments of infrastructure and the increased growth in the agricultural and service sectors. As mentioned previously, Ethiopians rely a lot on agriculture for jobs to bring in money, and for food. When crops fail because of lack of rainfall, this can have a detrimental effect on access to food, and in turn will have a negative impact on education. With lack of money, most struggle to afford a basic yet poor quality of education and because of this, they can rarely make it to secondary school or university. Public schools offer a basic standard of education, but it is generally not up to a standard that will enable children to progress much further than primary school. In rural areas, more than three quarters of schools did not have access to electricity in 2015. (World Education News, 2018).
In a survey carried out by Young lives, evidence showed that children who come from poorer families in Ethiopia, have a low level of aspirations, and these aspirations are greatly influenced by the low status of their families. Research also shows that children living in this country do want to go onto have a university education, but it depends on family influences and background to whether this happens or not. Many are prevented from continuing to have an education due to hurdles in their everyday lives such as the need to help the family to run the household. In article 24 of the UNCRC, it states that every child has the right to best possible health, including clean water, food and a clean environment including access to an education on health and well-being. Also in article 27, it states that every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical and social needs to support their development. (UNCRC, 2020). 
Education in the UK has some similarities of that in Ethiopia, poverty is a barrier to education in every country. Studies have shown that there is a link between poverty and low educational performance. Children in deprived areas achieve lower grades than other more well-off areas. Only a quarter of students in the UK that receive free school meals go on to achieve five good GCSE grades or equivalent. In the UK, studies have shown that people make 20 times more money than those who live in Ethiopia, The UK currently spends on average 17% more money on education than Ethiopia. (My life elsewhere, 2020).
Like the situation in Ethiopia, family background has a big influence on how well children get on in their education. As shown in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, development can only take place if a child has basic needs met such as food, water, and shelter. Not having these basic needs met may cause a delay in the child’s development and this is apparent in countries like Ethiopia where there are food shortages along with sometimes unsatisfactory living conditions. Furthermore, If the child comes from a low achieving household which includes unemployment, then there is a high chance they will follow the same path. Frameworks like the UNCRC and the sustainable development plan, have improved the situation in recent years, with all children being entitled to basic human rights. The government has been working to try and remove  barriers to education by providing financial assistance to schools such as the pupil deprivation grant, this is a grant provided in schools where it is based in an area of deprivation with a high number of children in receipt of free school meals. Free school meals are another scheme the government is using to assist the low-income families. Article 26 in the UNCRC states that  Governments must provide social security, including financial support and other benefits, to families in need of assistance. (UNCRC, 2020).
In Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory, it identified that it is down to several factors that surround a child as to how they develop. It does have some similarities to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory which sees that the environment the child is in is an important part to play in their development. There are the five layers of this theory which are factors surrounding the child. The immediate factors in the first layer are things that the child comes directly into contact with such as parents, teachers, and neighbours. It is proven to be accurate when using this theory against a country of poverty such as Ethiopia, there are several environmental factors that are affecting the quality of education of its children. 
To conclude, there are a variety of factors in which are causing a barrier to access to education in some countries, and as mentioned in this essay Ethiopia. There are frameworks and laws in place to try and remove these barriers, but it is a slow process. Ethiopia is a country that has been growing rapidly over the years and seen improvements in economy growth and education, however conflict and climate change that are currently affecting them once again, threaten to reverse all the hard work and progress that has been done. Children are permanently up against it when it comes to trying to get a basic education, there are not just one barrier but several. Things are slowly improving for the country. However, on reflection, looking at Bronfenbrenner’s theory and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, poverty will always influence a child’s development and there will always be some form of poverty in the world. Some families stick to traditional values that have been engrained throughout generations that women should be the stay-at-home mothers, cooks and look after the family whilst the men go out to work and earn a living. These traditional views will be carried down through generations so this could mean there will always be some form of gender inequality. With the increased amount of aid from various countries and more financial support from the government into the education system, its clear that this will have a widely positive impact on reducing poverty, as the key to this is by education. 
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