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Possession of Drugs/ Power to Search for drugs (MHA1971) Role play
(Scenario 5 – KINGSWAY SHOPPING CAR PARK)

SCENARIO REQUIREMENTS

· 0ne role actors, appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers). They will play the drug dealer.
· Two officers appropriately dressed – ( as instructed by course trainers)
· Control room operator.
· Assessor to be in full possession of relevant definition regarding the offence being assessed as well as the relevant assessment criteria sheet that must be completed by the assessor during the observations.
· 2 Herbal tea bag emptied in a cling film wrap to act as Cannabis Class B Drug.
· Mobile phone.
· A vehicle.


SAFETY REMINDER

· Safe working environment, risk assessment to be completed of the venue.
· Assessor to have given full briefing to Role actor/s and Officers/s being assessed prior to the role play.
· If officer is to detain / arrest role actor then this will be done by the office taking hold of the role actors arm and informing them that they are being detained / arrested.
· NO HANDCUFFS are to be used, if the officer wishes to use handcuffs then they should inform the subject that they are handcuffed. Subject should place hands to the rear when informed. Fingers to be locked and arms to the rear.
· NO ACTUAL UDT STRIKES are to be used.
· Students to be mindful of same gender searches.
· If there are any safety issues identified then the identifying officer should immediately call “CHECKMATE” to the role play and report their findings to the Assessor.
If there are no safety issues the role play will run its course and the assessor will call “END EX” once they are happy the role play has concluded.


TRAINER BRIEFING TO STUDENT(S)
You are sitting in your afternoon briefing and you receive intelligence and information that a male/ female (fitting the description of the role player and using their respective names), has been dealing drugs, namely Cannabis from his car (the vehicle will be a car available at the time) in the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CAR PARK.
You are on uniformed foot patrol, at (location as directed by the course trainer). You approach the car park and recognise the vehicle from your earlier briefing. As you get closer to the vehicle you smell a strong smell of cannabis emanating from the car. You call for another officer to assist if there is one available. 
You approach the vehicle and ask the driver to step out of the vehicle. As you look inside the car you smell cannabis very strongly form the car.
You then ask the driver for his details, (driver to provide own name and date of birth). You will then demonstrate the correct safe working practice and deal with the situation, using the correct manner and legislation. The student officer is reminded to use a safe searching method if required.
The time and day are current to the scenario.
The following details can be passed on to the student if they ask for further information-

· PNC shows that the male has previous convictions for dealing cannabis.
· NICHE will show that the male owns a (vehicle being used for the scenario) and intelligence will also show that the male has been seen dealing cannabis from his car.
· There is another officer in close proximity.
· If you require any radio checks and have a radio available, use your radio to gather any further information required, the course trainer will designate someone to act as the controller.
· There is transport (theoretically).
· Deal with the incident as you see fit.
· Be aware of the intelligence when dealing with the male.
· Consider the following-

1) Officer Safety
2) Communication Skills
3) Relevant Offences
4) Legislation
5) NDM
6) Use of force
TRAINER BRIEFING TO ROLE ACTOR/S

Male/female Role Actor/dealer.
You have previous convictions for dealing Cannabis from your car. You do have a mobile phone in your possession. You are sat in the car when the officer approaches you with the engine turned off. When you see the police officer approaching, you have a wrap of cannabis concealed in your pocket of your jacket. You also have a wrap of cannabis concealed in the glove compartment of the car.
The police officer will explain the grounds they have to search you. 
When the officer provides you with the correct legislation they should only search your Jacket, Outer coat and Gloves. They will also have power to search the car. The officer will need to explain that they are searching you under Section 23(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 

You will be arrested for suspicion of possession of a controlled drug. The two wraps of cannabis should be located by the officer.






Overall outcome of the scenario
· The suspect and the vehicle should be searched under Section 23(2) of the Misuse of drugs Act 1971, with the student officer providing the correct grounds to search the suspect. G.O.W.I.S.E.L.Y.
· The suspect will be arrested on suspicion of Possession of Drugs section 5(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.
· NDM should be followed.
· Police personal procedures, radio procedures and recording of the incident in the EPNB should be carried out in line with force policy.
· Any exhibits should be seized safely and documented under force policy.


Scenario 2 Drugs Role Play

Role Actors Script for the dealer
You will be situated in the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CAR PARK. You will have in your possession a mobile phone and a wrap of herbal tea (for the purpose of the scenario this will be cannabis). There will also be another wrap of cannabis in the glove compartment of the car.
You will be sat in the driver’s seat with the ignition turned off. You then see a police officer and you conceal the wrap in your jacket pocket.
The police officer ask you for your name and date of birth. You reply:

  “WHY DO YOU WANT MY DETAILS? I HAVENT DONE ANYTHING”

The officer will explain that they believe that you are in possession of a controlled drug and are going to search you under Section 23(2) of the Misuse of drugs Act 1971.
If the officer does not explain the grounds of why they are going to search you, and the officer does not use the correct legislation you will say;

“WHAT GROUNDS HAVE YOU GOT TO SEARCH ME?”

The officer will find the drugs as they will be in the pocket of your jacket.
The officer will then arrest you on suspicion of possession of a controlled drug and explain that under Section 23(2) of the Misuse of Drugs Act, the officer will then search the car. The officer will find the drugs and you will say they are cannabis when asked by the officer.
The role player to provide their own details.
The return on PNC will be that the male has previous for possession of dealing cannabis, and he has (the vehicle he is sat in) registered to him.


Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates
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Section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971
Provides powers to search and obtain evidence.
23(1) A constable or other person authorised in that behalf by a general or special order of the Secretary of State (or in Northern Ireland either of the Secretary of State or the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland) shall, for the purposes of the execution of this Act, have power to enter the premises of a person carrying on business as a producer or supplier of any controlled drugs and to demand the production of, and to inspect any books or documents relating to dealings in any such drugs and to inspect any stocks of any such drugs .
23(2) if a constable has reasonable grounds to suspect that any person is in possession of a controlled drug in contravention of this Act or of any regulations or orders made thereunder, the constable may - 
(a) search that person, and detain him for the purpose of searching him;
(b) search any vehicle or vessel in which the constable suspects that the drug may be found, and for the purpose require the person in control of the vehicle or vessel to stop it;
(c) seize and detain, for the purposes of proceedings under this Act, anything found in the course of the search, which appears to the constable to be evidence of an offence under this Act .



Section 5(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971

Possession of drugs
It shall not be lawful for a person to have a controlled drug in his possession. 
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