On the Monarchy and Free Speech
[image: ]There are two ways of looking at this article, the obvious opposing opinions of monarchists and anti-monarchists are the fundamental opposing poles. A Republican will look at the anti-monarchist view from two standpoints. One view is of course as a Republican and the other view is as a supporter of free speech. 
The erection by Edward I of the fearsome Iron ring of colossal fortresses represents Europe's most ambitious and concentrated medieval building project. The exclusion of the Welsh populace from the walled towns was a form of segregation that would be repulsive today. https://www.bing.com/images/blob?bcid=qGK7rRu3-68EHYFyS-Zp-gTXupoR......c


[image: ]
Nor can any civilized person condone an institution which allowed over 1 million people to die in atrocious and inhumane conditions between 1846 and 1851 in the Irish potato famine. Then in 1914-18, the estimates range from around 15 to 22 million deaths and about 23 million wounded military personnel, ranking it among the deadliest conflicts in human history. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  World War I - Casualties of World War I | Britannica] 
A family at the ruins of their house in Killarney, 1888 - as the effects of the Great Famine continued to ravage Ireland for decades.  Credit: ALAMY


[image: ]During the Boar war, in one year, 10 per cent of the entire Boer population died in the British concentration camps, including 22,000 children. At least 25,000 Afrikaners died in the war, most of them in concentration camps. The war also claimed 22,000 British and 12,000 African lives. This set of records details the injuries of 23,000 British soldiers. The British also detain any native Africans they encountered, of whom were worked to death in slave labour camps. British policy in the war killed 48,000 civilians[footnoteRef:2], and what about Amritsar, Cyprus, and Iraq in 1920, the slave trade, the list could go on about the atrocities implemented in the name of the monarchy and empire.  [2:  Second Boer War records database goes online - BBC News] 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Boer_War_concentration_camps


But most of all my sympathy does not extend to a person who was at the top tier of the three estates which govern the UK and who implemented these atrocities during her own life. But there is a fourth estate[footnoteRef:3] which is the media which brings me to the subject of free speech. In the UK the right to freedom of speech is guaranteed under Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR 1948)[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  Thomas Carlyle, in "Heroes and Hero-Worship in History," writes: Burke said that there were three Estates in Parliament, but in the Reporters' Gallery yonder, there sat a fourth Estate more important far than them all. The Oxford English Dictionary attributes the term fourth estate to Lord Brougham in 1823.]  [4:  ARTICLE 10 of the declaration of Human Rights. Freedom of expression 1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include the freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. This Article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises. 2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary for a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.] 

In the chosen article it mentions that (Section 5 of the Public Order Act 1986), public nuisance (under the new Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022), and arrest to prevent a breach of the peace ‘European case law makes clear that these protections cover speech that offends, shocks or disturbs the state or any sector of the population.’ There is no definition of “hate speech”, but it is generally understood to describe any form of expression which incites violence, hatred or discrimination against other persons and groups. Particularly defined by reference to their colour, race, language, ethnicity, nationality, immigration status, religious belief, gender or sexual orientation[footnoteRef:5]. I see nothing of that in this protest. I can’t see any instance of public nuisance[footnoteRef:6]. To breach (section 5 of the Public Order Act”, one has to be using threatening or abusive language that likely causes someone else harassment, alarm or distress (or engages in disorderly behaviour)). [5:  (1)A person is guilty of an offence if he, (a)uses threatening or abusive words or behaviour, or disorderly behaviour, or (b)displays any writing, sign or other visible representation which is threatening or abusive, within the hearing or sight of a person likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress thereby.
(2) An offence under this section may be committed in a public or a private place, except that no offence is committed where the words or behaviour are used, or the writing, sign or other visible representation is displayed, by a person inside a dwelling and the other person is also inside that or another dwelling.
(3) It is a defence for the accused to prove (a)that he had no reason to believe that there was any person within hearing or sight who was likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress or, (b)that he was inside a dwelling and had no reason to believe that the words or behaviour used, or the writing, sign or other visible representation displayed, would be heard or seen by a person outside that or any other dwelling, or (c)that his conduct was reasonable.
(4)F6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(5)F6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(6)A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.]  [6:  PUBLIC NUISANCE 1.3 Public nuisance is a common law offence. It has been defined as follows: A person is guilty of a public nuisance (also known as a common nuisance), who (a) does an act not warranted by law, or (b) omits to discharge a legal duty, if the effect of the act or omission is to endanger the life, health, property or comfort of the public, or to obstruct the public in the exercise or enjoyment of rights common to all Her Majesty’s subjects.3 It typically consists either of an environmental nuisance, such as carrying on works producing excessive noise or smells, or of offensive or dangerous behaviour in public, such as noisy parties and hanging from bridges. 
] 

In this situation, we do see a precedent in the 1999 case, Redmond-Bate v Director of Public Prosecutions where they were acquitted. Non-violent, peaceful protesting and speaking have proved effective throughout history and continue to do so throughout the world. From picket signs to public demonstrations and mass marching, the right to a peaceful protest is an intrinsic part of a democratic society. Even speakers Corner at Hyde Park[footnoteRef:7] is a long and respected tradition within the UK.[image: ] [7:  Speakers Corner in London's Hyde Park is the oldest free speech platform in the world. People won the right to speak in mass protests in the 1860s and early 1870s. Some people believe the tradition is connected to the right of the condemned to the last speech before being hung at the Tyburn gallows, a practice that stopped at the end of the 18th century. Every Sunday people from all sorts of convictions come to Hyde Park in the afternoon to spread their message or to have fun.] 

Should the police have thought “Fuck imperialism, abolish monarchy” placard a form of ‘hate placard or expression.’ Then I should recommend they go and arrest every American film actor who uses the expression ‘Mother Fucker.’ This is State control, one law for them and one law for us, and with the use of ambiguous legislation. There should be a constitution to protect the freedom of speech and the right to criticism, this is what holds the government accountable. 
The British Empire started with Elizabeth I and should have ended with Elizabeth II (Niall O'Dowd@IrishCentral Jun 04, 2012)[footnoteRef:8], this would have been a timely way of re-uniting the country and starting to dismantle the class structure which is so hated. Britain is now a multi-cultural society and consists of many people from post-colonial countries, many as mentioned have suffered atrocious [image: ]inhuman treatment from Empire (Niklas Müller Apr 24, 2016)[footnoteRef:9]. Most of its past ill’s rested with the aristocracy, which held tight to the reins of Government and purse strings[footnoteRef:10]. [8:  Why the queen who lost the British Empire is still revered -- Elizabeth II lucky she’s not locked in the Tower of London | IrishCentral.com]  [9:  The Sun never sets on the Empire of Profit | by Niklas Müller | From Empire to Europe | Medium
]  [10:  “It benefited the British. But a negative thing for the colonies. In Ireland, a tactic of divide and conquer was implemented. Catholic and Protestant divides are still felt today. In the 1840s over a million Irish people starved to death while enough food to feed the country’s population twice over was being exported by the British. Ireland suffered horrendously because of an 800-year campaign to destroy the language, way of life and freedom of its people.” Ó Dubhlaoich M Luucass 19/07/2018] 

But while the government hold a tight lead on the media there cannot be a true expression of public feeling as there is only one side portrayed on television and in the papers. A vision of false unity and a vision of love for a hated institution, while that persists there can’t be justice for the underclass.https://th.bing.com/th/id/R.5905b5ab2704fa7593c878609f04f451?rik=73iY%2bGs6MShGTg&riu=http%3a%2f%2fbrewminate.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2018%2f04%2f042818-06-Children-Slave-Trade-History-Slavery.jpg&ehk=SIn5SfqRc%2baVTeYEBSrFOZqKhU7a8%2bEuNAemWK6y6QM%3d&risl=&pid=ImgRaw&r=0
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