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Medieval Swansea: John ap Hywel
1. John ap Hywel was a free man of about forty years old or more. He was a hired labourer under the temporal lordship of Lord William de Briouze. He was also not related to the household of St Thomas and neither believed that Lord de Briouze was.
2. John ap Hywel was not related by blood to William Cragh but did know him for twelve years. However, he didn’t know who William’s parents were, but he knew that William was from the parish Llanrhidian in the diocese of St Davids.
3. John ap Hywel heard that William was locked up in the castle after he was accused of the crime by Lord de Briouze. John ap Hywel was in the square with around a hundred people when William Cragh and Trahaearn ap Hywel being hanged. He saw the hanging of William Cragh on the cross beam of the gibbet from half a mile away. He saw the first hanging of William Cragh and his second hanging, after the cross beam broke trying to support the weight of Trahaearn ap Hywel. Both times he estimated that the amount of time he had been hanging was what time a man could walk in a quarter of a mile. After the hanging, he saw William Cragh’s body being carried into the house of Thomas Mathews. John ap Hywel entered the house after the body had been carried inside and saw William’s corpse on the floor covered by a cloak. He saw people celebrating after William’s death because William was disliked due to his rebellion. The next day he heard the news that William had been revived after he was measured, and he decided to visit him. He saw William alive and, in the flesh, and described him to have had ‘a bad face’ and his tongue was ‘perforated by his teeth’. He states that William could barely stand up on his own two feet for fifteen days and when a month had passed, William was taken to the tomb of St Thomas in Hereford Cathedral by Lord and Lady de Briouze. In addition, he says that he heard nothing about the vision was supposed to have had.
4. John visited two major locations in the town at the time of the miracle. First, he was in the square watching the hanging taking place. Then he went to Thomas Mathews’ house and saw the body, then a second time and saw William alive and well but in desperate need of recovery.
5. John ap Hywel’s testimony is quite valuable because he saw or heard a lot of the key events. He had a good sighting of the hanging and he saw the body in the church. Then he saw William himself after he had come back to life, so he saw William both dead and alive. He heard about the incarceration itself and the pilgrimage to Hereford Cathedral. The reliability of most of the account is good because the events line up with other witness statements. But there are some inconsistences with the time took to hang William Cragh and Trahaearn ap Hywel twice with some of the other witness accounts.
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