

















CATCUP
By Habiba Hassaan        




Synopsis

Filfil, a clumsy cat living in the city, sneaks into a restaurant to drink from a cup of water. The waiter angrily kicks Filfil out, but while Filfil was in a hurry she got stuck in the cup. After a lot of attempts Fifil was not able to remove it, then came another cat, Zaiton. Who tries to help her but couldn’t, so he decided to wear a cup on his head for support. Gradually cats started wearing cups all over the city. It became a product that is commercialized. Cats changed their whole lifestyle to fit in and conform. Filfil became famous for starting such a trend and tradition. However, she really wanted to remove the cup but felt pressured to keep it on and never to try and take it out. 
Another cat, who is an immigrant, moves to the city. He became ostracized. Filfil falls in love with him, despite everyone’s warning her about him because he doesn’t wear a cup on his head. The two cats leave the city to break out of the tradition.




Treatment

Catcup
Filfil, a clumsy cat living in the big city. A small accident led to a fashion trend and tradition, but what will happen when Filfil goes against society and form an identity outside of that instead of conforming?
Characters in this short film are Filfil, the main character, a black female cat who is clumsy. The waiter, tall and thin, who is angry and strict with the rules. The little kid, a 4 years old girl who is a bit chubby, curious and playful. The mom, thin with black hair, is sociable and friendly. The mom’s friend, who is short, has curly hair with freckles on her face. Another cat character is Zaiton, a male cat, friendly but pushy. Lastly, there is Batatis, an immigrant cat who is very smart, and travels a lot. 
Filfil, a clumsy cat living in the city, sneaks into a restaurant to drink from a cup of water. The waiter angrily kicks Filfil out, but while Filfil was in a hurry she got stuck in the cup. After a lot of attempts Fifil was not able to remove it, then came another cat, Zaiton. Who tries to help her but couldn’t, so he decided to wear a cup on his head for support. Gradually cats started wearing cups all over the city. It became a product that is commercialized. Cats changed their whole lifestyle to fit in and conform. Filfil became famous for starting such a trend and tradition. However, she really wanted to remove the cup but felt pressured to keep it on and never to try and take it out. 
Batatis, who is an immigrant cat, moves to the city. He became ostracized. Filfil falls in love with him, despite everyone’s warning her about him because he doesn’t wear a cup on his head. The two cats leave the city to break out of the tradition.
The theme of the story is about conformity and blindly following other people without question. Even though it is a serious topic, this story is supposed to be symbolizing it while being light and funny. 

Script 




CATCUP



        Written by

  Habiba Hassaan
  
 
FADE IN: 
INT. [RESTUARANT] / NIGHT 

FILFIL, a black cat, short-haired with beautiful big eyes is looking behind a door. She spots a wine glass filled with water on an empty table. 

There are two tables covered with tablecloth. The table on the left has two female friends talking, eating, and laughing. The woman sitting on the left has black short curly hair with colorful clothing. The woman sitting next to her has long brown straight hair, wearing glasses, and is wearing a navy-blue shirt. In the same table there is a three-year-old girl who is the daughter of one of the women. The girl is sitting on a highchair.    

There is a cup/ glass of water on the table that is on the right, from Filfil’s perspective.  
The light focuses on the cup and everything else surrounding it is darker. A close-up shot of the cup.  

Close-up shot of Filfil looks at the cup of water, gulps and licks her lips. She looks right, left, and then right again making sure no one can see her. Then she decides on sneaking and walking towards it.  

A shot of the little girl who is drinking water from her cup.  

Another shot of the restaurant from the girl’s perspective, looking through the cup, while she is drinking. Filfil appears and the girl is excited and curious.  

FILFIL POV: the waiter’s shoes appear. Filfil runs towards the table on the left and hides behind the tablecloth.  

The girl put the cup down and points at where the cat was. But no one gives her attention  
The Waiter walks in the scene, from the right side going left. He is holding a tray that has a bowl of salad and a cup of juice.  

Filfil’s head is looking very carefully from underneath the tablecloth. After the waiter leaves, she starts walking again towards the table that has the glass of water.   
 
The girl takes another sip from her cup and sees Filfil through it again. She puts the cup down and points again towards the floor, insisting that one of the grownups will listen to her.  

Finally, her mother, who is thin, and has black hair looks towards her daughter and signals to wait while she is talking to a friend. The girl then points indicating that there’s a funny cat walking around the restaurant sneakingly. But when her mother looks, she sees nothing.  

Filfil jumps on the table and put her head inside of the glass cup drinking from it.  
The little girl sees her and giggles. She tries getting up wants to go pet Filfil, but the girl's mother, her friend and the waiter see the cat and are surprised. The waiter rushes to kick her out. Filfil, alarmed, is trying to drink faster and sticks her head inside the glass. 

She almost finishes the water. She tries to get her head back out only to find out that it is stuck there. The waiter looks at Filfil.  

Close up of waiter’s eyes and back to Filfil’s eyes. 
 
She looks again through the glass and sees the waiter getting closer. The cat, nervous, breathing very fast, tries to get out of the cup but there is no time. 
The waiter starts expressing frustration and anger. The cat jumps from the table to the floor and runs. Rushing towards the exit door, she looks back to see if the waiter is still running behind her, and at the same moment a man walking on the opposite direction almost bumps into her. Filfil sees the legs of the man approaching and quickly runs between his legs. Filfil runs, and then after realizing that no one is chasing her she starts walking. She looks over a car reflection and sees her head stuck in a cup. She tries to remove it, over and over but could not.  

Filfil walks to a back alley and hides between two trash bins. She tried to remove it again and then gets tired and decided to sleep on the corner of the street. 



EXT. [STREET] / DAY 
 
Filfil wakes up and sees another cat. ZAITOON, an orange cat, longhaired with a long tail, funny and charismatic. 

Zaiton looks at her confused. He tilted his head to the right questioning why Filfil has a glass cup on her head. ZAITOON touches his own head and then approaches Filfil and touches the glass cup. 

Filfil holds the glass and shows him that the glass cup is not coming out. He holds it and tries to remove in different ways, but nothing happens. ZAITOON put his paw on his chin thinking. He looks at her with wide eyes like an idea came to his mind. He tells her to wait for just few minutes and that he will come back. he walks away. 
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Past Work
Beat Boards
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Research – Cat Vision
I wanted to research how cat’s see color, since a lot of the scenes are from Filfil’s point of view. 
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Research – Cat Vision
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Character Design - Filfil
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Character Design - Filfil
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Character Design - Filfil
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Character Design – The Waiter
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Character Design – The Waiter
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[image: ]
[image: ]Character Design – The Little Kid





Character Design – The Little Kid
[image: ][image: ]













Character Design – The Little Kid
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Character Design – The mom
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Character Design – The mom
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Character Design - Lineup
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Background Design 
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Background Design 
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Sound Design

This short film is intended to be a silent film with no dialogue but with background music. I researched audio sounds like background sounds of a restaurant and cat licking milm or water. 
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Click on the on the above pictures to hear the audios I have downloaded or go to this one drive link:
Sound Design










Analysis and Reflection

During this project, I have learned so much about the process of pre-production and art directing. Since this is a story I am passionate on one day creating as a short film, I was really excited while creating design and visualizing the idea I have in mind. 
I have experienced many difficulties and challenges during this class. One of the main problems I faced was trying to be productive and work on the project throughout the semester, I would get very overwhelmed with the amount of work that this class requires. I am used to have projects that requires me to finish one big task, rather than many small tasks. Unfortunately, I found myself very distracted and unfocused with what I need to work on a lot of times. 
However, I am planning to have this story be used for my senior film and I am sure everything I have learned and created in this class will help me a lot. 
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This Is How Cats See the World

No one ever talks about what the world looks like if you're a cat. Luckily, artist Nickolay Lamm has volunteered to act as cat-vision conduit. Here, Lamm
presents his idea of what different scenes might look like if you're a cat, taking into consideration the way cats’ eyes work and input from veterinarians and
ophthalmologists.
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