Ronan McCoach 
Evaluate reasons for and against the return of the death penalty


Project requirements
I am to evaluate reasons for and against the death penalty and find suitable arguments between for against and neutrality.

Point 1
For point 1 I am giving an overview over the death penalty e.g. when it was abolished the people’s stance in that era of when it was abolished and general insight of why it was abolished.

Point 2
For point 2 I am using arguments that relate to why people believe the death penalty should be brought back.

Point 3 
For point 3 I am using reasons why some people feel that the death penalty is of no interest to them and that there are more concerning things to worry about.

Point 4 
For my last point I am talking about why most people feel that the death penalty should remain band.

Conclusion 
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Overview of the death penalty 
The debate for the death penalty to be brought back to the United Kingdom has been going on since its abolishment in 1965 and its complete abolishment in 1998, the main reason for this debate is that some people in the UK and in parliament feel that the death penalty acts as a deterrent prevent most people from ever committing the crimes such as murder and other violent crimes. “The option of capital punishment should be available to the courts in cases such as that of Westminster Bridge attacker Khalid Masood” JH John , 3rd November 2018, Independent, author Ben Kentish.  Another reason that some people feel that the death penalty to be brought back is because they feel that some offenders should receive a more extreme punishment for example a life for a life if they commit murder, they to should receive the same. 
Neutrality on the death penalty
There are some people in the UK that are somewhat neutral on the idea of the death penalty as they feel that the law should allow people to at least debate whether someone should be serve capital punishment. Nigel Farage the previous leader of UKIP now the leader of the BREXIT party is against the idea of capital punishment, but is also a believer that the people of the UK should be able to decide if the country should allow capital punishment “ I’m against the idea of the death penalty, but I feel we should be able to debate it.” NF Farage, 14th August 2014, Independent. The main reason the that some people feel they are neutral on the idea of the death penalty is because they feel the death penalty may be necessary but only if the people want the country to allow the capital punishment to exist in the UK, they may also be neutral because they may feel that this will have no impact on them as they may feel that they would never be accused of murder and would never commit murder. 
Against the death penalty
The reason that most people in the UK are apposed to the idea of the death penalty is because they see it as more of an older style of punishment and is outdated, they also see the punishment as inhumane and is stripping away the idea of human rights. The most common reason most people are against the death penalty however is that the idea of accidentally convicting an innocent person and then bestowing the death penalty upon them is to much of a risk and is not justice but rather a crime. “Personally, I have my reservations about the state having the power to end someone’s life. The case of Derek Bentley highlights how the wrong decision can be made. NF Farage,14th August 2014, Independent. 


“Support for the death penalty drops below 50% for the first time” BBC News, 26th March 2015. Due to these recent opinion changes in the UK relating to the death penalty most of the current generation are more satisfied without the death penalty, this is most likely due to the risks associated with the death penalty e.g. risks of killing an innocent man or woman also the associated risk with something going wrong. Despite the recent drop in support for the death penalty 48% of British citizens still want the death penalty to return to the UK so the debate over the death penalty is not something that is going to conclude any time soon. However, within the counties current government 58% believe that death penalty should be returned due to recent terrorist activity relating to Islam, this shows that the current government does not agree with our citizens on the debate however there are still a lot of people within the current government that are opposed to the idea seeing it as inhuman and barbaric. 
For the death penalty
The main reason that some people in the UK want the death penalty back is because they see it as a suitable punishment for crimes relating to both rape and murder some people also see the death penalty as the ultimate deterrent from people committing these crimes, but this is not entirely true as not all people who kill have a motive meaning that this is more opinion based rather than factual. The main reason that the death penalty does not get debated in parliament is due to the lack of support in the public and within parliament itself Paul Staines tried to get the death penalty debated within parliament but this did not come to pass despite high support it was rejected “the majority are in favour for bringing back the death penalty everywhere except in parliament ”PS Staines, 4th of August 2011. The main reason that the UK parliament won’t consider the death penalty as an efficient means of justice is because it violates the idea to right to life meaning that the UK would be almost hypocritical if they were to allow the death penalty to return to the UK.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion most people within the UK would rather the death penalty remain out of the UK with there still being a fairly large support for its return it will  most likely remain a topic to debate for years to come.
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