FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 1
Text 1
Harriett R Webster, 'The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020): 47—173.
This article appears to follow the publication of the scholarly text, ’The Annals of Dunstable Priory’ (2018), translated by David Preest, and edited by same author, Harriett R. Webster.
Its purpose is to undertake an examination of the medieval manuscript’s authorship, examine the ways in which these historical writings represent the views and opinions of the Augustinian canons who compiled it and to consider how it reflects the broader social, political events of the time.  Webster does this by looking for evidence within the primary sources to support her argument about authorship; and secondary sources to consider the broader context of the events recorded in the annals and thus how the recordings reflect the views and opinions of the monks themselves. 
Webster uses the original medieval manuscript as a primary source of information – Cotton MS Tiberius A.X Collection – and references it directly for examples of authorship - ‘phases of writing’ or ‘ink changes but not the hand’ to support the argument that this manuscript was a working copy added to by many. 
Webster also refers to the manuscript - Royal MS 13 E VI - which is also part of the Cotton MS Tiberius A.X Collection, housed in the British Library, to provide evidence that the early part of the text was a copy - authorship. 
Webster uses primary resources from the Great Britain Public Record Office - Rerum Britannicarum medii ævi scriptores - the Rolls Series.  This collection can be accessed online via both the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives at UWTSD, and the British Library:
1. Annales Prioratus de Dunstaplia - edited by Henry Richards Luard (1866)
2. The Chronicle of the Monastery of Meaux, from its foundation up to the year 1396 (composed by Thomas Burton) - edited and presented by Edward A. Bond (1866–1868)
3. The historical works of Ralph de Diceto, dean of London - edited from the original manuscripts by William Stubbs (1876)
Webster cites two other published primary sources – English translations by David Preest. Both scholarly texts were in print and available to borrow from the UWTSD Library or British Library catalogue. They included:
1. The Annals of Dunstable Priory, ed. By Harriett R. Webster (2018), and 
2. Deeds of the abbots of St Albans, ed. By James G. Clark (2019)





Text 2
Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019): 377–407.
Burton refers to the historical investigation conducted by Martin Heale (2016) into the cause(s) of dissent, that led to destabilising events, in English monastic communities in the late medieval period.
Burton theorised that this approach could be applied to similar communities in Wales (such as Strata Florida). In addition to this, Burton’s research was also part of a broader study - the ‘Monastic Wales project’.  
Burton identified 3 historical events -  separate attacks/invasions on Strata Florida by other White Monks. Rather than attributing these to the (much broader and significant) reorganisation of Wales following the conquest of Edward I, Burton questions ‘why’ these events took place and looked for other contributing factors (causation).  
Followed a rigorous process - research of the archives, examination of primary sources in the search for evidence, analysis of findings and consideration of evidence – she was then able to present an argument that these episodes occurred due to ‘indications of the prestige of Strata Florida…, and as products of local rivalries…’  
Burton uses evidence from within a wide variety of primary sources to support her argument. These sources include:  
· Abbey of Strata Florida records, 
· Cistercian General Chapter records, 
· petitions made to the English crown and their responses, 
· government records and 
· episcopal registers.  
Many of these primary sources can be accessed online via The National Archives (TNA) – the UK government’s official repository:
· Liber A and Littere Wallie – a register (copy book), maintained by the Exchequer 
· Pipe Rolls – annual financial records of English monarchy
· Close Rolls – King’s correspondence
· Patent Rolls – of letters patent 
· Great Pipe Rolls – the annual financial records of the monarchy
· Petitions to the crown
· The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office
· The episcopal register of Johannis de Trilleck, for example, the then bishop of Hereford
· Charter Rolls
Burton also accessed secondary source material particularly, Heads of the Religious Houses: England and Wales I, II and III – an important  reference text.

