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Studying the Medieval (AHHI 7016) Part One: Exercises in dating records


(a) ‘Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering’.

Cheney identifies the 8th regnal year of Richard II as between 22 June 1384 to 21 June 1385, therefore falling within the Julian or ‘old style’ reckoning.[footnoteRef:2] It will also be acknowledged throughout this exercise that pre-1752 ‘medieval years’, are reckoned between the Feasts of the Assumption on 25 March within each example.  Therefore, as Easter Sunday 1384 fell on 10 April, and the Assumption on Monday 15 August, the accusation took place on the Thursday of 18 August 1384.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  C. R Cheney and Michael Jones, A Handbook of Dates (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2004) p.237.]  [3: Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 194.] 


(b) ‘Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate’

Complicating this exercise is that two Bishops of St. Asaph named Ainion (also recorded as ‘Einion’) served, both following but neither as the immediate successor of the Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh, whose charters are confirmed.  However, with Bishop Ainion I’s 1249-66 pontificate subsequent only by a single tenure and a two-year vacancy, he is proposed as the figure cited. [footnoteRef:4] Therefore, with the Feast of the Assumption 22 July, and the 1249 Easter Sunday as falling on 11 April, Bishop Ainion I’s confirmation of previous charters is proposed as having been made on Friday 23 July 1249.[footnoteRef:5] [4: British History Online, St. Asaph: Bishops, 2020 <https://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1066-1300/vol9/pp33-36> [Accessed 17 March 2020].]  [5: Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates p. 194.] 








(c) ‘Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]’

The fourth year of Edward II’s reign and the inaugural year of Bishop John de Ketene’s tenure at Ely converge within 1311.[footnoteRef:6] With the 1311 Easter Sunday having fallen on the 11 April, and thus Ash Wednesday on 25 February, the date of the Downham Court is proposed as held on Thursday 26 February 1311.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  British History Online, Bishops of Ely,2020<https://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1300-1541/vol4/pp13-16> [Accessed 17 March 2020].]  [7: Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 229.] 


(d)	‘Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock’.

Isolating the ‘Geoffrey Ridel’, Royal Justice, presents little difficulty due to the significant number of contemporaries referenced. [footnoteRef:8]These include Ridel’s wife Geva, fellow Royal Justice Ralph Basset. [footnoteRef:9], [footnoteRef:10] Ride had died, along with an estimated three hundred others, including Henry I’s only legitimate son William Adelin, in the sinking of ‘The White Ship’ on 25 November 1120, a key event in the resultant civil wars colloquially known as ‘The Anarchy’. [footnoteRef:11] Proposing forgery as an ‘extremely common’ facet of Anglo-Norman charters, Carpenter alleges the charter was likely forged by Basset to ensure Ridel’s inheritance for his descendants. [footnoteRef:12] Notwithstanding, sufficient evidence is only discovered for the suggested date of issue between Henry I’s resumption of business in early 1121 and his Henry’s leaving for Normandy on 10th June 1123, as this would be his last such trip before his brother in law, listed as ‘Earl David’, would become King David I of Scotland .[footnoteRef:13] [8: Carpenter, David X. The Marriage Of Richard Basset: An Undetected Forgery In The Name Of Henry I, 2018, Historical Research, 91.252 (2018), p.401<https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2281.12227>[Accessed 17 March 2020].]  [9: Judith A. Green, Ridel, Geoffrey (d. 1120), Justice, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2020 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23617> [Accessed 17 March 2020].]  [10: Judith A. Green, Basset, Richard (d. in or before 1144), Justice, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2020 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-1647> [Accessed 17 March 2020].]  [11: T. C. W Blanning, The Short Oxford History Of Europe (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2006), p. 175.]  [12:  Carpenter, D. “The marriage of Richard Basset...” p.404.]  [13:  Carpenter, D. “The marriage of Richard Basset...” p.399.] 
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