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[bookmark: _Toc203397116]1. Introduction
The module Academic Skills helped me a great deal to acquire the necessary skills that are required to succeed in university-level study. It made me acquire academic writing, critical thinking, referencing, and research skills that are the core of higher education. In the reflective report, I will review my learning experience during the module by defining what I have confirmed in the course, what I need to further develop in the course, and what general implications this course will have on my academic and personal progress. The reflection is an important constituent of my personal development due to its ability to help me evaluate this work process, identify problems, and take steps towards a more successful and independent learner.
[bookmark: _l1u449nxjn7g][bookmark: _Toc203397117]2. Initial Expectations and Early Impressions
When I started to attend the module on Academic Skills, I anticipated the knowledge of basic skills in writing essays and properly citing sources. I thought it would be rather a simple course with a primary emphasis on grammar and formatting. Nevertheless, I had a very different idea about the module during the first impression of it; the tutor was encouraging to question everything and stimulate to participate actively, and the class format was interactive and discussion-based. This increased the interest in the learning environment (Mello, et al. 2021). To start with, I was not worried about my reading and note-taking skills, but I was concerned with the academic writing and referencing process because I had not had much experience with academic writing in a university.
[bookmark: _fltlou7b4grr][bookmark: _Toc203397118]3. Key Learning Experiences
The possibility to devote the new techniques to the practice and conduct the classes and some tasks was one of the most important things about the Academic Skills module. Task 1 was a small write-up of what was an academic subject in three scholarly sources. It was the initial systematic endeavor of mine in academic writing (Wong, 2022). In this assignment, I have found out how to summarize primary points, compound evidence, and follow an academic style. I also learnt the necessity of correct referencing, and early in the course, I was not able to refer to sources in the most appropriate form. In Task 2, we had to present a reflective piece that discussed our progress academically, given the responses given in Task 1. This assignment was a direct extension of the one before and assisted me in identifying what needs improvement, including coherence and structure of arguments. I used much more planning in my writing, and I made sure that I connected the paragraphs. Consequently, my second submission appears to be more organised and clear in showing my ideas. The discussions in the group during the classes and the impressions of my peers were also highly important in forming my learning. The communication with my classmates helped me to get some perspectives and think about my thoughts. Plagiarism search, paraphrasing drills, and debates in groups were also valuable activities that made me focus more on the material. I learned referencing, note-taking, planning, and academic honesty skills I’ll apply in forthcoming projects.
[bookmark: _unonn718iu9c][bookmark: _Toc203397119]3. Strengths Identified
Time management was one of my major strong points in the module (Selwyn, and Renaud-Assemat, 2020). I would always meet the deadlines and make personal timetables to divide the tasks, which lowered stress and increased the quality of my work. My performance in the area of critical reading was satisfactory as well because I was able to determine the main points of academic texts and summarize them properly. In Task 1, my tutor said that I did well by critically interacting with sources. These strengths helped me tackle the weakness in academic writing by creating time to revise more and using my reading abilities to strengthen my arguments using applicable evidence and well-researched quotations.
[bookmark: _ky6npolpu5ew][bookmark: _Toc203397120]4. Areas for Improvement
Even though I have achieved progress, various challenges affected me during the module. One aspect in which I underperformed was on how to utilize the required citation formats, especially between the in-text and the reference list format. It was also challenging to generally use an academic tone since some of the writing was not academic enough (Scott, and Willison, 2021). These concerns could be unambiguously illustrated by the comments I received on Task 1, according to which my tutor indicated inaccuracies in references and language. During our work in the classes, I was rather slow to produce paraphrases of some complicated ideas; this aspect showed a deficiency in my confidence and abilities to work in this respect. To address these matters, I engaged more in class, attended support sessions, and used online tools. In the future, I will continue reading academic articles to improve my understanding of proper tone and language use.
[bookmark: _v325amovipli][bookmark: _Toc203397121]5. Personal and Academic Development
The Academic Skills module has played a big role in personal and academic development (Veine, et al. 2020). Being a student, I have become more confident in my capability to work on an assignment, having a definite plan of action, and having a better understanding of what is demanded at the university level. Now I understand the academic conventions better as far as structure, referencing, and formal tone are concerned, and this makes me feel more ready to tackle further coursework and tests. I also learned in this module that I need to be self-disciplined and consistent, and this resulted in the changes that have positively impacted my studying habits. I currently have to plan my time better and set realistic deadlines as well as stick to the priorities. I have also got reflective, and I review the feedback and monitor progress regularly.
[bookmark: _1l49a5vrggut][bookmark: _Toc203397122]6. Conclusion
In sum, I can say that the Academic Skills module has given me a solid background in academic writing, thinking, and research skills. It has transformed the way I learn to enable active learning, reflection, and planning. I am presently drawn more to the feeling of confidence and preparedness to face any academic challenge ahead. Though there are areas I need to improve on citation and academic tone, I have committed to continuing my learning journey in these areas while applying these skills throughout my academic path and beyond.
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