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AIM(S)
· To build on their understanding of medieval Chinese political thought through the Essentials for Bringing about Order from Assembled Texts (Qunshu Zhiyao群書治要) (‘Essentials’), an imperially commissioned anthology for the ruler’s political and moral education, by studying its excerpts from the writings of Chinese masters.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate critical comprehension of the masters section of the Essentials; 
· identify key themes of the traditional Chinese philosophy articulated by the Essentials through its cultural symbols and narratives.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Translations of the masters sources excerpted by the Essentials.
· Translations of relevant paratext (e.g. prefaces).

Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	20%

	Independent learning
	240
	80%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300
	100%














ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Oral Presentation
	15 minutes
	20%



Exemplar:
Present on one or more concepts and principles of statecraft as advocated in the Essentials’ excerpts from the masters writings to a secondary school student. (Demonstrate the ability to analyse and present on key concepts and principles to a non-specialist audience.)

Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	3500 words
	80%



Exemplar:
Discuss to what extent the concepts and principles articulated in the canonical section of the Essentials are developed by its excerpts from the writings of the masters. (Demonstrate the ability to critically analyse, evaluate and argue based on reason and evidence.)

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	80%

	Practical
	20%

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	SIHE5002

	Module Title
	Political Thought in the Essentials of Bringing about Order from Assembled Texts (Qunshu Zhiyao)

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Fan Wang “Reading for Rule: Emperor Taizong of Tang and Qunshu Zhiyao” in The Edinburgh History of Reading: Early Readers, ed. Mary Hammond (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2020), 31-53.
	☒

	Essential
	Teaching translation of Wei Zheng’s preface to the Qunshu Zhiyao
	☒

	Further
	The Seven Military Classics of Ancient China, trans. Ralph D. Sawyer and Mei-chün Sawyer (New York: Basic Books, 1993)
	☒

	Further
	The Chinese Martial Code, trans. Arthur Lindsay Sadler (Vermont: Tuttle Publishing, 2009)
	☒

	Further
	Guanzi Political, Economic, and Philosophical Essays from Early China: A Study and Translation, trans. Walter A. Rickett (Boston: Cheng & Tsui Company, 2001)
	☒

	Further
	The Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Yan, trans. Olivia Milburn (Leiden: Brill, 2016)
	☐

	Further
	The Sacred Books of China: The Texts of Taoism Part 1, trans. James Legge (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1968)
	☒

	Further
	The Pheasant Cap Master (He guan zi): A Rhetorical Reading, trans. Carine Defoort (New York: State University of New York Press, 1997)
	☐

	Further
	The Book of Lieh-Tzǔ, trans. A.C. Graham (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990)
	☐

	Further
	The Mozi A Complete Translation, trans. Ian Johnston (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2009)
	☐

	Further
	Understanding the Mysteries: A translation of the Taoist Classic Wen-tzu, trans. Thomas Cleary (Boston: Shambhala, 1991)
	☐

	Further
	Shang Yang and Yuri Pines, The Book of Lord Shang: Apologetics of State Power in Early China (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017)
	☐

	Further
	Shizi: China’s First Syncretist, trans. Paul Fischer (New York: Columbia University Press, 2012)
	☐

	Further
	Mencius, trans. Irene Bloom (New York: Columbia University Press, 2009) 
	☐

	Further
	The Shenzi Fragments: A Philosophical Analysis and Translation, trans. Eirik Lang Harris (New York: Columbia University Press, 2016)
	☐

	Further
	Xunzi: A Translation and Study of the Complete Works, trans. John Knoblock (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1990)
	☐

	Further
	The Annals of Lü Buwei: A Complete Translation and Study, trans. John Knoblock and Jeffrey Riegel (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2000)
	☐

	Further
	The Complete Works of Han Fei Tzǔ, trans. W. K. Liao (London: Arthur Probsthain, 1959)
	☐

	Further
	A Chinese Mirror for Magistrates: The Hsin-yü of Lu Chia, trans. Mei-kao Ku (Canberra: Australian National University, 1988).
	☐

	Further
	The Huainanzi: A Guide to the Theory and Practice of Government in Early Han China, trans. John S. Major et al. (New York: Columbia University Press, 2010)
	☐

	Further
	Discourses on Salt and Iron: A Debate on State Control of Commerce and Industry in Ancient China, trans. Esson M. Gale (Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing Company, 1967)
	☐

	Further
	Hsin-Lun (New Treatise) and Other Writings by Huan T’an (43 B.C.– 28 A.D.): An Annotated Translation with Index, trans. Timoteus Pokora (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1975)
	☐

	Further
	Liu Xiang, Garden of Eloquence: Shuoyuan 說苑, trans. Eric Henry (University of Washington Press, 2022)
	☐

	Further
	Wang Fu and the Comments of a Recluse, trans. Margaret J. Pearson (Tempe: Arizona University Press, 1989)
	☐

	Further
	Hsun Yueh and the Mind of Late Han China: A translation of the Shen-chien with introduction and annotations, trans. Ch’i-Υϋn Ch’en (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980)
	☐

	Further
	Xu Gan, Balanced Discourses 中論, trans. John Makeham (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002)
	☐

	Further
	The Fu-Tzu: A Post-Han Confucian Text, trans. Jordan D. Paper (Leiden: Brill, 1987)
	☐

	Further
	The Master who Embraces Simplicity: A Study of the Philosopher Ko Hung, A. D. 293-343, trans. Jay Sailey (San Francisco: Chinese Materials Center, Inc., 1978)
	☐








