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Most dairy farms currently store their cattle slurry in large storage tanks, which produce substantial amounts of methane especially in warm conditions. Due to the large amounts of methane produced the risk of asphyxiation is real. The amount of slurry that is produced is large and requires large storage tanks to contain the waste.
Last year’s student’s developed a reactor in an attempt to combat this issue. Using electro kinetic dewatering they were able to extract some of the water from the slurry. However, their design contained several issues causing the reactor to not perform optimally.
Due to flaws in the reactor design it was calculated that 50.07% of the slurry that was loaded into their reactor was not undergoing the electro kinetic process, therefore heavily affecting the efficiency of the design.
The initial design wasn’t implemented due to time constraints, but the secondary design that was implemented still resolved the issues that were present. The issues were resolved by introducing a gravel filter between the bottom of the anode and the mesh filter to prevent the mesh from clogging and adding a cap to the bottom of the anode. This allowed for a greater percentage of the slurry to undergo the process.
Several methods for potential control systems that could be implemented into the new design were discussed, as well as feasibility of renewables to power the process.
The results gained from the new design prove that the issues were resolved. The new design extracted 40.06% more water in 58.43% less time. Over a 90-minute period where 30 Watts of power has been consumed by the reactor, 225ml was collected compared to the result of 49ml from the previous year, resulting in a 456% efficiency increase. The H-S theory explaining the movement of water throughout the reaction, was also proved using the XRF results that showed the distribution of aluminium and iron in the dry and wet samples.
The final tests provided unexpected results due to the exhaustion of the electrodes, causing multiple holes in the walls of the Cathode. For further testing to continue the reactor will require new electrodes as the current electrodes are no longer fit for purpose.
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Dairy farms with hundreds of cows produce a lot of slurry, which consists of cattle manure, hay, straw and a large percentage of water that accumulates from the wash down of the milking parlours after each milking. The slurry is then usually stored in tank, where it then collects more water as a result of rainfall entering the slurry drainage system. Storage of this slurry is dangerous as the stored waste can produce large quantities of Methane in warm conditions, the production of Methane results in the presence of a potentially explosive atmosphere. When there is a high percentage of Methane in the atmosphere the risk of asphyxiation is increased providing the airflow to the location is not high enough to vent the gas. The combination of the large volume and the potential hazards mean that the storage and disposal of cattle slurry is costly with this project aimed at reducing the risk and costs by investigating the potential impacts of electro kinetic dewatering of the slurry.
Previous work has been completed to provide potential solutions to the problems discussed above, this included the construction and testing of an electro kinetic dewatering reactor which was built with the aim of reducing the water content of the slurry that was produced on the Gelli Aur Farm in partnership with Power and Water, and UWTSD. With the reduced water content, it is thought that the production of Methane from dewatered waste would be reduced along with the associated hazards and a reduction in the volume of storage area would be achieved.
The aim for this project was to improve on the existing design for electro kinetic dewatering of cattle slurry that was produced by last year’s students and to investigate the potential of the new design over a greater range of operating conditions to highlight the optimum operating limits.
The original design had several issues causing inefficiencies most notably the reaction chamber of the original reactor did not provide a uniform distribution of an electric field in which the saturated waste was exposed to, this resulted in a significant amount of the waste not being subjected to the dewatering process.
 The goal was to attempt to remove as many as these inefficiencies as possible by redesigning the current reactor with the main target of producing a reaction chamber that would provide a uniformly distributed electric field in which the waste could dewater in with the greatest efficiency. Further improvements to the original design include designing some potential control systems to maintain a uniform flow of slurry, a consistent supply of current to the electrodes or reversing polarity to extend the lifetime of the electrodes.  The design process will also consider various methods of powering the system with renewable energy, to further reduce environmental impact.
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[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_SEJ_mMmfxvU/TNZHeCSB-eI/AAAAAAAAAJQ/oX2H_JaVsqM/s1600/open+loop+control+system.jpg]There are several ways to implement a control system to achieve the desired outcome, all of which fall under one of two types of control systems. These are:
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Open-loop systems are control loops which do not make use of feedback loop. Because of this, there is no way for the control system to identify if a variation from the desired output has occurred and cannot correct for any errors. Any errors that do occur need to be corrected manually by changing the input to the system. [bookmark: _Toc512854205][bookmark: _Toc512857241][bookmark: _Toc512948186][bookmark: _Toc513122014][bookmark: _Toc513194505][bookmark: _Toc513194992][bookmark: _Toc513227511][bookmark: _Toc514069537][bookmark: _Toc514764881][bookmark: _Toc514765170]Figure 12: Example of an Open-Loop system (35)

The simplicity of these control systems makes development relatively cheap while requiring fewer components. However, the application of these systems is limited because of the inability to account for errors and overall reliability. (1)
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These types of control systems can be complex in design due to the different ways in which the feedback can be manipulated and utilised to adjust the output. This means that they are often relatively expensive. These systems can also be difficult to setup depending on if a custom solution is developed or if an existing controller is used. (1)
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Fertilizers are additives for plants & crops which are high in nutrient content and help promote plant growth. They are usually produced organically from decomposed organic material such as food waste or manufactured through chemical processes. The makeup of a fertilizer mainly consists of the three following elements (2):
· Nitrogen – This is important as it helps to form proteins. A sign of low nitrogen content in plants are pale green or yellow leaves. Nitrogen is mainly found as:
· Calcium Nitrate
· Sodium Nitrate
· Potassium Nitrate
· Di-Ammonium Phosphate
· Mono-Ammonium Phosphate
· Liquid Nitrogen
· Urea
· Phosphorus – This is essential for overall health in plants and helps in photosynthesis. Phosphorus is usually found as Phosphorite or naturally occurring rock phosphate. This material will break down into another material called “orthophosphate” which can be absorbed by plants.
· Potassium – This helps to resist diseases and periods of drought as well as help develop strong roots. However, a high potassium content can become harmful to plants and may cause salt damage. Potassium is mainly found as:
· Potassium Hydroxide
· Potassium Sulphate
· Potassium Chloride
· Potassium Nitrate
There are also other secondary and tertiary nutrients that can be found in fertilizers in very small amounts which also help in plant development and general health such as sulphur, calcium, magnesium, copper, zinc, boron, iron, manganese & molybdenum. The benefits of each of these elements range from helping to develop proteins, chlorophyll, cell walls & during metabolism (3).


On average, the moisture content in fertilizers varies from 0.5% to 5% with some reaching as high as 12% depending on the production process used (4). Generally, it is best to have a very low moisture content as it is more economically viable for transport and improves the efficiency of the fertilizer. A high moisture content can affect the nutrient content of the fertilizer and may cause caking.
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The energy content of biofuels from combustion, such as manure, are usually measured using the standard measurement “British Thermal Unit”, or BTU. The BTU is a measurement which describes the amount of energy or heat required to raise the temperature of a pint of water by one degree Fahrenheit. A single BTU is equal to 1,055 joules, and 3412 BTU’s is equal to 1kWh (5).
The energy content from combustion is also described by a Higher Heating Value, or HHV. This value shows the energy content in a fixed amount of manure that can be obtained from combustion assuming that any energy lost during the process is captured via a secondary condensation process.
There is also a Lower Heating Value, or LHV which describes the energy content in a fixed amount of manure and assumes that there is no secondary condensation process to capture energy lost during combustion. As a result, the LHV is always less than the HHV as the LHV is usually 90%-95% the HHV.
When the biofuel is being burned, any moisture in the biofuel will be released in the combustion chamber and absorb some of the heat in the chamber. This means that some of the potential energy is lost and can either be redirected into a secondary condensation chamber to condense the water vapour or directed to an exhaust pipe and become permanently lost (6).
[image: ]
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Above is an example of a process where biomass fuels are combusted to heat up water and turn it into high pressure steam. The gases emitted exit through a chimney and are not collected, so the energy potential would be the LHV.
The HHV for cow manure begins at around 8,500 BTU/lb, or 18,780 BTU/kg, assuming that there is no moisture and all the material is combustible. To obtain an accurate measurement which takes into account the amount of ash & moisture in the biofuel, these percentages must be subtracted from the total value. For example (8): A biofuel with 15% ash and 60% moisture would give a BTU value of 2,890 BTU/lb.
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While there is a potential from using manure as a source of electricity, there are several safety hazards from the gases emitted during combustion or while being stored. These include (9):
Hydrogen Sulphide (H2S) – 
· Heavier than air, so it will settle at bottom of storage tanks.
· Distinct rotten egg smell, loss of sense of smell.
· Low levels cause eye & respiratory tract irritation (breathing tubes).
· Moderate levels cause dizziness, nausea & headaches.
· High levels paralyze nerve cells in the nose, losing any sense of smell.
Ammonia (NH3) – 
· Sharp, penetrating odour at low levels. 
· Heavier than air.
· Moderate levels cause eye & respiratory tract irritation.
· High levels cause ulceration of the eyes & severe irritation to respiratory tract.
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) – 
· Heavier than air.
· Difficult to detect.
· Replaces air and can cause asphyxiation.
· Low levels cause shortness of breath and dizziness.
· Major cause of animal death in poorly ventilated areas.
Methane (CH4) – 
· Odourless.
· Lighter than air so it accumulates at top of storage tanks.
· Can cause asphyxiation at high concentrations.
· Flammable. 
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Filtration is a process which helps to remove suspended solids from wastewater. This is done by passing the water through a filter media such as sand, anthracite or garnet, or by passing the water through a membrane filter. By using filtration, it is possible to remove any remaining unwanted suspended solids in the water that have not already been removed from previous processes.
The type of media used to filter the water can affect the end result as the particle size & shape determine how much suspended solid is removed from the solution. For example, fine sand is good for removing most solids but does not allow for ample build-up due to the fewer pits present in the media and may require cleaning via backwash sooner than if a coarser sand was selected (10).
[image: http://www.westerncarbons.co.uk/Images/duelfilter.gif]Combining media filters to form mixed-media filters instead of single-media filters is also an option which allows for a finer removal of solids and usually last for longer periods of time before a backwash is needed. The composition of a mixed-media filter can also affect the filtration process by controlling where the larger particles are removed in the filter. For example, a top layer of anthracite will remove larger particles towards the top while leaving the smaller particles suspended in the lower sand layer (11). [bookmark: _Toc511482714][bookmark: _Toc511482801][bookmark: _Toc511483023][bookmark: _Toc511483038][bookmark: _Toc511483211][bookmark: _Toc511483227][bookmark: _Toc511483244][bookmark: _Toc512516308][bookmark: _Toc512516327][bookmark: _Toc512516415][bookmark: _Toc512854208][bookmark: _Toc512855736][bookmark: _Toc512857244][bookmark: _Toc512948190][bookmark: _Toc513122018][bookmark: _Toc513194509][bookmark: _Toc513194996][bookmark: _Toc513227529][bookmark: _Toc514069555][bookmark: _Toc514764884][bookmark: _Toc514765173]Figure 30: An example of a Mixed-Media filter consisting of Anthracite, Sand & Gravel (11).

There are several types of media which can be used for filtration. These types of media are (12):
· Sand – Very common filter media used to remove a range of suspended solids from water. Available in a wide range of particle sizes from coarse to fine depending on the application, relatively cheap.
· Anthracite – Usually found in Mixed-Media filters as it helps to increase the overall efficiency of the filtration process by removing larger particles in place of other media. Typically used as a top layer to keep the larger particles on top during filtration for easy removal when backwashing.
· Gravel – Used as a foundation layer in Mixed-Media filters to provide support.
· Garnet – Used in place of sand in Mixed-Media filters when removal of smaller particles is needed which cannot be achieved by fine sand.
· Carbon – A more expensive filter media which is used to remove taste & odour from the solution as well as organic solids.
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Sand is the most notable media used for water treatment as it is highly cost effective as well as readily available for anyone that wishes to treat water whether it be a large business or a small community. They are also fairly low maintenance as long as the majority of solids have been removed by a previous process to prevent clogging (13).
There are two ways to implement a sand filter. These are called:
Single-Pass filter (13) – A layer of gravel for support which surrounds distribution pipes, followed by the layer of sand as well as another top layer of gravel. These filters are used as a cheap and cost effective way to treat dirty water as it can help to remove unwanted tastes & odour from the water as well as remove suspended solids. The filter can also help to remove pathogens within the water, making it potable and safe to drink.
Recirculating filter (14) – This consists of an open sand filter with a bottom layer of gravel for support. Water passes through the filter from a recirculation tank, which is in turn fed by a septic tank. The bottom layer of gravel surrounds distribution pipes which feed the water back to the recirculation tank. The system works by passing the water through the filter several times until the water has been removed of the required amount of solids, at which point the water is distributed to a further step either for more treatment or to be collected.
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[bookmark: _Toc512516416][bookmark: _Toc512854209][bookmark: _Toc512855737][bookmark: _Toc512857245][bookmark: _Toc512948191][bookmark: _Toc513122019][bookmark: _Toc513194510][bookmark: _Toc513194997][bookmark: _Toc513227530][bookmark: _Toc514069556][bookmark: _Toc514765174]Figure 31: Example of a Recirculating Sand Filter (15).
The advantages of using Recirculating filters are that they are efficient at removing solids from the water and provide high quality potable water while also being fairly low maintenance and requiring little supervision. However, the system must be regularly cleaned and maintained to ensure that it does not clog and could become expensive if the necessary media is not locally available.
Either of these filters can be used to achieve a rapid or slow flow output by correctly choosing the type of media used in the filter. A fine sand can remove more impurities from the water, thus making the process of removal slower while a more coarse sand will allow for more water to pass through, thus achieving a higher flow throughput. 


[bookmark: _Toc512850139][bookmark: _Toc512850260][bookmark: _Toc512850825][bookmark: _Toc512850987][bookmark: _Toc512851459][bookmark: _Toc512854265][bookmark: _Toc512855794][bookmark: _Toc512857304][bookmark: _Toc512863097][bookmark: _Toc512948265][bookmark: _Toc513036704][bookmark: _Toc513121960][bookmark: _Toc513194588][bookmark: _Toc513227455][bookmark: _Hlk513818049][bookmark: _Toc514765131]Test of 2016 – 17 System (Group)
The previous system was first set up to be operated and tested before any changes were made to the reactor.  The water was collected in a beaker placed underneath the reactor and a weighing scale was used to measure the amount of water produced from the reactor. 
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[bookmark: _Toc514069557][bookmark: _Toc514764886][bookmark: _Toc514765175]Figure 32 - Beaker & Reactor
[bookmark: _Toc514069558][bookmark: _Toc514764887][bookmark: _Toc514765176]Figure 33 – The previous Reactor



[image: C:\Users\Feran\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180315_122637.jpg]The slurry collected from the farm was weighed before been poured into the system. [bookmark: _Toc514069559][bookmark: _Toc514764888][bookmark: _Toc514765177]Figure 34 - Weighing the Slurry

The entire process was done to check if the system was operating correctly and to also check if there was any damage to the system from the previous tests.




[bookmark: _Toc512948267][bookmark: _Toc513036708][bookmark: _Toc513121966][bookmark: _Toc513194597][bookmark: _Toc513227464][bookmark: _Toc514765132]Potential Control Systems
This section will investigate the possible control systems that could be developed and implemented alongside the reactor to improve overall performance.
[bookmark: _Toc512948268][bookmark: _Toc513036709][bookmark: _Toc513121967][bookmark: _Toc513194598][bookmark: _Toc513227465][bookmark: _Toc514765133]Limiting Current & Reversing Polarity (RM)
This control system involves regularly reversing the polarity of the power input to the reactor at set intervals using a custom circuit design. The circuit will also be able to take readings from the reactor using a moisture sensor to help assess when to limit the current being used to power the reactor. 
The hypothesis is that if the polarity of the input being delivered to the electrodes is reversed at regular intervals, the electrode will deteriorate at a slower rate than if the polarity was not reversed.
An additional hypothesis is that as the moisture content of the slurry in the reactor decreases, the current can be adjusted to lower the overall power consumption.


[bookmark: _Toc512516152][bookmark: _Toc512854268][bookmark: _Toc512855797][bookmark: _Toc512857307][bookmark: _Toc512863100][bookmark: _Toc512948269][bookmark: _Toc513036710][bookmark: _Toc513121968][bookmark: _Toc513194599][bookmark: _Toc513227466][bookmark: _Toc514765134][image: Image result for programmable interface controller]Brief Background Research (RM)
[bookmark: _Toc512516153][bookmark: _Toc512854269][bookmark: _Toc512855798][bookmark: _Toc512857308][bookmark: _Toc512863101]PIC Controllers (RM)
PIC’s, or Programmable Interface Controllers, are multipurpose chips that are outfitted with numerous features so that they can perform a wide range of tasks. PIC’s are also relatively easy to setup & implement due to their average size as well as being inexpensive. 
[bookmark: _Toc512516310][bookmark: _Toc512516329][bookmark: _Toc512516417][bookmark: _Toc512854210][bookmark: _Toc512855738][bookmark: _Toc512857246][bookmark: _Toc512948192][bookmark: _Toc513122022][bookmark: _Toc513194514][bookmark: _Toc513195001][bookmark: _Toc513227537][bookmark: _Toc514069571][bookmark: _Toc514764889][bookmark: _Toc514765178]Figure 46: Example of a PIC (36)

There are different types of PIC families from 8-bit to 32-bit. A higher bit count indicates that the PIC can perform mathematical equations with more accuracy. Each PIC also has a different set of specifications to choose from such as program memory for the code, RAM for any data being collected, pin count, CPU speed, Operational Voltage, etc. (16)
There are also a range of peripherals that can be selected from when choosing a PIC such as:
· The speed of the Internal Oscillator, which dictates the overall processing speed of the PIC when performing calculations.
· Comparators, which can be used to compare two values.
· Operational Amplifiers, which can be used to positively or negatively amplify a signal.
· Number of A/D Converters for analogue-to-digital conversion, as well as the max resolution, which can dictate the accuracy of the final value.
· Number of D/A Converters digital-to-analogue conversion, as well as the max resolution, which can dictate the accuracy of the final value.
· 8-bit/16-bit digital timers, which can be used to keep track of subjects such as time by incrementing the internal value of each counter.
· PWM outputs, which can be used to produce a regular square-wave signal, as well as the max resolution of that signal.
· Watchdog timer, which can be used to as a safety condition or interrupt to alert the controller when a specific amount of time has passed where the timer has not received a signal.
· USB Module(s), which can be used to interface the PIC with third-party devices.
[bookmark: _Toc512516154][bookmark: _Toc512854270][bookmark: _Toc512855799][bookmark: _Toc512857309][bookmark: _Toc512863102]

Double Pole Double Throw Relays (RM)
DPDT’s are a type of discrete circuit which can be used to easily switch between different loads by applying a voltage across the internal inductor coil. Depending on how the terminals are connected, a DPDT can have many uses, such as reversing the direction of current to make a DC motor spin in a different direction, as shown in the example below.
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[bookmark: _Toc512516418][bookmark: _Toc512854211][bookmark: _Toc512855739][bookmark: _Toc512857247][bookmark: _Toc512948193][bookmark: _Toc513122023][bookmark: _Toc513194515][bookmark: _Toc513195002][bookmark: _Toc513227538][bookmark: _Toc514069572][bookmark: _Toc514765179]Figure 47: An example of a Double Pole Double Throw Relay (17)
In the case of the proposed control system, a DPDT relay can be used to reverse the direction of current through the reactor and changing the roles of anode and cathode between the electrodes. By doing this, it is theorised that the lifespan of the electrodes can be extended as the role of sacrificial anode will be shared. This process would be controlled by a PIC, which in turn would rely on a 555 timer to track the amount of time passed. The PIC can then use this information to determine when to toggle the DPDT relay.

[bookmark: _Toc512516155][bookmark: _Toc512854271][bookmark: _Toc512855800][bookmark: _Toc512857310][bookmark: _Toc512863103]555 Timers (RM)
A 555 timer is a type of IC which can be used to output a DC pulse, with the length dependant on 
the surrounding components. 555 timers are a very versatile chip as they can be operated in either Mono stable Mode, which outputs a single pulse when activated, or A-stable mode, which will regularly output a square wave.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512516419][bookmark: _Toc512854212][bookmark: _Toc512855740][bookmark: _Toc512857248][bookmark: _Toc512948194][bookmark: _Toc513122024][bookmark: _Toc513194516][bookmark: _Toc513195003][bookmark: _Toc513227539][bookmark: _Toc514069573][bookmark: _Toc514765180]Figure 48: Example of a 555 Timer (18)
To calculate the cycle time of the 555 timer, the following equation can be used to calculate the necessary resistor and capacitor values needed to create a circuit which will output the desired oscillation cycle. R1 and R2 indicate a pair of resistors whereas C1 indicates a timing capacitor.

[bookmark: _Toc514764877]Equation 16: Cycle Time of a 555 Timer (19)
In the case of the proposed control system, a 555 timer can be used to provide a square wave to the PIC which will aid in determining when to toggle the DPDT relay and switch the direction of current.
By doing this, the amount of time passed can be tracked while also saving on the amount of instructions and memory needed by the PIC during programming.


[bookmark: _Toc512516156][bookmark: _Toc512854272][bookmark: _Toc512855801][bookmark: _Toc512857311][bookmark: _Toc512863104]Digital Potentiometers (RM)
Digital Potentiometers are resistors which can be adjusted for different resistance values via a digital input from a controller such as a PIC. These devices are useful as they allow for a system to be controlled automatically by changing the resistance and thus affecting other parts of the circuit. 
The resistance can either be stepped up or down depending on the input, meaning that the value of the digital potentiometer is limited by the maximum resistance as well as the total number of steps from the maximum, to zero. 
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[bookmark: _Toc512516313][bookmark: _Toc512516332][bookmark: _Toc512516420][bookmark: _Toc512854213][bookmark: _Toc512855741][bookmark: _Toc512857249][bookmark: _Toc512948195][bookmark: _Toc513122025][bookmark: _Toc513194517][bookmark: _Toc513195004][bookmark: _Toc513227540][bookmark: _Toc514069574][bookmark: _Toc514764892][bookmark: _Toc514765181]Figure 49: Example of a Digital Potentiometer (41)


In the case of the proposed control system, the Potentiometer will be controlled by the PIC to adjust the current limit of the DC/DC converter chosen. A second potentiometer can also be used to adjust the cycle time of the 555 timer, changing the rate of toggle for the DPDT relay. This will enable further control over the circuit by the pic as the user can adjust the resistor values via a user interface to the PIC.

[bookmark: _Toc512516157][bookmark: _Toc512854273][bookmark: _Toc512855802][bookmark: _Toc512857312][bookmark: _Toc512863105]DC/DC Converters (RM)
DC/DC Converters are devices which can downscale a DC power source to the desired voltage and current depending on the surrounding components and converter selected. These devices are useful for power management in a circuit as they allow for devices that use lower voltage & current rating to be used alongside a high voltage power supply.
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[bookmark: _Toc512516421][bookmark: _Toc512854214][bookmark: _Toc512855742][bookmark: _Toc512857250][bookmark: _Toc512948196][bookmark: _Toc513122026][bookmark: _Toc513194518][bookmark: _Toc513195005][bookmark: _Toc513227541][bookmark: _Toc514069575][bookmark: _Toc514765182]Figure 50: Example of a DC/DC Converter (20)
In the case of the proposed control system, the DC/DC Converter will be used to control the current output used to power the reactor. The converter will be indirectly controlled by a PIC with the use of a Digital Potentiometer as it will be connected to the current adjust pin. This will allow the current to be adjusted automatically with the voltage being changed to maintain a constant current output.

[bookmark: _Toc512516158][bookmark: _Toc512854274][bookmark: _Toc512855803][bookmark: _Toc512857313][bookmark: _Toc512863106][bookmark: _Toc512948270][bookmark: _Toc513036711][bookmark: _Toc513121969][bookmark: _Toc513194600][bookmark: _Toc513227467][bookmark: _Toc514765135][image: ]Components (RM)
[image: http://uk.farnell.com/productimages/standard/en_GB/42265767.jpg][image: http://uk.farnell.com/productimages/standard/en_GB/GE40DIP-40.jpg]The main component that will be used is a PIC16F887. This PIC has been chosen as it can easily meet the required pins and possesses ample internal memory for the programming code as well as storing any necessary data. [bookmark: _Toc512516315][bookmark: _Toc512516334][bookmark: _Toc512516422][bookmark: _Toc512854215][bookmark: _Toc512855743][bookmark: _Toc512857251][bookmark: _Toc512948197][bookmark: _Toc513122027][bookmark: _Toc513194519][bookmark: _Toc513195006][bookmark: _Toc513227542][bookmark: _Toc514069576][bookmark: _Toc514764894][bookmark: _Toc514765183]Figure 51: PIC16F887 & Datasheet (38)


Additional components that are needed include the DPDT Relay “40.52.7.024.0000”. This DPDT relay was chosen as it can easily be mounted to a PCB or breadboard for testing and allows overhead of up to 24V and 8A which can help avoid overheating and will help when operating the reactor at a higher voltage or amperage. [bookmark: _Toc512516316][bookmark: _Toc512516335][bookmark: _Toc512516423][bookmark: _Toc512854216][bookmark: _Toc512855744][bookmark: _Toc512857252][bookmark: _Toc512948198][bookmark: _Toc513122028][bookmark: _Toc513194520][bookmark: _Toc513195007][bookmark: _Toc513227543][bookmark: _Toc514069577][bookmark: _Toc514764895][bookmark: _Toc514765184]Figure 52: 40.52.7.024.0000 DPDT Relay (39)

[image: Image result for lm555 timer]An LM555CM timer has been selected which can be configured to generate 0.1MHz, or 100,000 cycles per second. The surrounding resistors & capacitors selected will be used to configure the output frequency so that it is appropriate. The 555 timer can be powered by the same power supply used to operate the reactor and can be downscaled using a DC-DC converter to obtain a suitable operating current and voltage. [bookmark: _Toc512516317][bookmark: _Toc512516336][bookmark: _Toc512516424][bookmark: _Toc512854217][bookmark: _Toc512855745][bookmark: _Toc512857253][bookmark: _Toc512948199][bookmark: _Toc513122029][bookmark: _Toc513194521][bookmark: _Toc513195008][bookmark: _Toc513227544][bookmark: _Toc514069578][bookmark: _Toc514764896][bookmark: _Toc514765185]Figure 53: LM555CM Timer (40)
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[bookmark: _Toc512516318][bookmark: _Toc512516337][bookmark: _Toc512516425][bookmark: _Toc512854218][bookmark: _Toc512855746][bookmark: _Toc512857254][bookmark: _Toc512948200][bookmark: _Toc513122030][bookmark: _Toc513194522][bookmark: _Toc513195009][bookmark: _Toc513227545][bookmark: _Toc514069579][bookmark: _Toc514764897][bookmark: _Toc514765186]Figure 54: PR2 Soil Moisture Profile Probe & Datasheet (37)

[image: ]The PR2 moisture sensor can be used to monitor the moisture content of the slurry inside the reactor to obtain a full profile of the entire reactor from top to bottom with a length of 40cm. 
The probe can be used alongside a compatible data logger from the same company, or can directly feed the data to the PIC using a digital input pin.
[image: Image result for AD5220BN10]The “LM2376T” DC/DC Converter has been chosen as it allows up to 40V input and can generate a 3A output which is suitable. The device can be configured for different current outputs depending on the surrounding components which is ideal for the control system. [bookmark: _Toc512516319][bookmark: _Toc512516338][bookmark: _Toc512516426][bookmark: _Toc512854219][bookmark: _Toc512855747][bookmark: _Toc512857255][bookmark: _Toc512948201][bookmark: _Toc513122031][bookmark: _Toc513194523][bookmark: _Toc513195010][bookmark: _Toc513227546][bookmark: _Toc514069580][bookmark: _Toc514764898][bookmark: _Toc514765187]Figure 55: LM2673T DC/DC Converter (43)

The “AD5220BN10” Digital Potentiometer has been chosen as can be adjusted to different resistance values between 0-10K Ohms with 128 different steps. [bookmark: _Toc513122032][bookmark: _Toc513194524][bookmark: _Toc513195011][bookmark: _Toc513227547][bookmark: _Toc514069581][bookmark: _Toc514764899][bookmark: _Toc514765188]Figure 56: AD5220BN10 Digital Potentiometer (42)

The potentiometer can be controlled by a PIC, allowing the control system to change the current output of the DC/DC Converter automatically. 
[bookmark: _Toc512516160][bookmark: _Toc512854276][bookmark: _Toc512855805][bookmark: _Toc512857315][bookmark: _Toc512863108][bookmark: _Toc512948272][bookmark: _Toc513036713][bookmark: _Toc513121971][bookmark: _Toc513194601][bookmark: _Toc513227468][bookmark: _Toc514765136]Block Diagram & Flow Chart (RM)
The Block diagram shows the flow of power as well as information throughout the circuit from the reactor PSU to the reactor. It also shows how the DPDT relay is controlled by the PIC, which is reliant on the 555 timer to track time. The PIC also provides information for the LCD display and allows the user to input information with the use of several buttons.
[image: ][bookmark: _Toc512516322][bookmark: _Toc512516341][bookmark: _Toc512516429][bookmark: _Toc512854222][bookmark: _Toc512855750][bookmark: _Toc512857258][bookmark: _Toc512948204][bookmark: _Toc513122034][bookmark: _Toc513194525][bookmark: _Toc513195012][bookmark: _Toc513227548][bookmark: _Toc514069582][bookmark: _Toc514764900][bookmark: _Toc514765189]Figure 57: Block Diagram for Control System

The Flow chart shows the operation loop of the circuit. When the power supplies are turned on, 
the circuit will operate, and power will flow to the reactor as normal. The user can then select to 
use either control the direction of current or to also control the amount of current being delivered to the reactor. The circuit will then use the data outputted from the 55 timer and moisture sensor to make the decisions when toggling the DPDT and choosing the set value for output current. 
20

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512516430][bookmark: _Toc512854223][bookmark: _Toc512855751][bookmark: _Toc512857259][bookmark: _Toc512948205][bookmark: _Toc513122035][bookmark: _Toc513194526][bookmark: _Toc513195013][bookmark: _Toc513227549][bookmark: _Toc514069583][bookmark: _Toc514765190]Figure 58: Flow Chart for Control System
[bookmark: _Toc512516159][bookmark: _Toc512854275][bookmark: _Toc512855804][bookmark: _Toc512857314][bookmark: _Toc512863107][bookmark: _Toc512948271][bookmark: _Toc513036712][bookmark: _Toc513121970][bookmark: _Toc513194602][bookmark: _Toc513227469][bookmark: _Toc514765137]Circuit Design (RM)
The circuit design shows the power supply for the reactor being directed through a DPDT relay, which is controlled by the PIC. The PIC will change the flow of current by toggling the DPDT Relay, depending on the amount of time passed which is tracked by the 555 timer. The 555 timer can be adjusted by the user during initial setup by changing the resistance of the digital potentiometer. 
A moisture sensor, along with signal conditioning to prevent data corruption, will also be used to feed information to the pic so that it can decide what resistance value the second potentiometer, near the DC-DC Converter, should be set to. The DC-DC Converter will then limit the current of the reactor power supply depending on the resistor value. An LCD display and a selection of buttons are also implemented as a user interface so that the system can be turned on or all while also allowing the user further control over the system.
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[bookmark: _Toc513194527][bookmark: _Toc513195014][bookmark: _Toc513227550][bookmark: _Toc514069584][bookmark: _Toc514765191]Figure 59: Circuit Design for Current Limiting & Reverse-Polarity Control System in Proteus


[bookmark: _Toc513194603][bookmark: _Toc513227470][bookmark: _Toc514765138]Circuit Schematic (RM)
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[bookmark: _Toc513194528][bookmark: _Toc513195015][bookmark: _Toc513227551][bookmark: _Toc514069585][bookmark: _Toc514765192]Figure 60: Circuit Schematic of Current Limiting & Reverse-Polarity Control System in easy-pc
Above is the complete circuit schematic of the proposed control system. This schematic is an accurate representation of the final design as real components have been used following all the necessary standards. This means that the schematic can be followed and used to construct a complete and functional PCB.

[bookmark: _Toc512948273][bookmark: _Toc513036714][bookmark: _Toc513121972][bookmark: _Toc513194604][bookmark: _Toc513227471][bookmark: _Toc514765139]PCB Design (RM)
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[bookmark: _Toc514069586][bookmark: _Toc514764904][bookmark: _Toc514765193]Figure 61: PCB Design of Current Limiting & Reverse Polarity Control System in easy-pc

This is the complete PCB design for the previously shown circuit schematic. 
All components & connections shown are accurate and the PCB is within the allowed set tolerances. This means that there are no design rule contradictions and can be used to produce a functional PCB with a third-party manufacturer.
[image: C:\Users\Rhys Miller\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\PCB 2.png]This is the 3D model representation of the complete PCB design. Some components cannot be properly represented as they do not exist in the library for the “easy-pc” software. As a result, they are instead represnted by red blocks, which follow the correct dimensions where appropriate.
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[bookmark: _Toc514069587][bookmark: _Toc514764905][bookmark: _Toc514765194]Figure 62: 3D Model of Complete PCB Design for Current Limiting & Reverse Polarity Control System in easy-pc

[bookmark: _Toc512948283][bookmark: _Toc513036718][bookmark: _Toc513121976][bookmark: _Toc513194608][bookmark: _Toc513227476][bookmark: _Toc514765140][bookmark: _Toc512850142][bookmark: _Toc512850263][bookmark: _Toc512850828][bookmark: _Toc512850990][bookmark: _Toc512851471][bookmark: _Toc512855806][bookmark: _Toc512857316][bookmark: _Toc512863109]Implementation
[bookmark: _Toc512850829][bookmark: _Toc512850991][bookmark: _Toc512851472][bookmark: _Toc512854277][bookmark: _Toc512855807][bookmark: _Toc512857317][bookmark: _Toc512863110][bookmark: _Toc512948284][bookmark: _Toc513036719][bookmark: _Toc513121977][bookmark: _Toc513194609][bookmark: _Toc513227477][bookmark: _Toc514765141]Purchasing new parts (Group)
In order to make the improvements, additional parts were needed to extend the overall length of the reactor.
Below is an image of the nuts & bolts needed to extend the Reactor, the nuts & bolts are 23mm in diameter while the bolts were 240mm total length. 
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[bookmark: _Toc512854224][bookmark: _Toc512855752][bookmark: _Toc512857260][bookmark: _Toc512948211][bookmark: _Toc513122041][bookmark: _Toc513194534][bookmark: _Toc513195021][bookmark: _Toc513227557][bookmark: _Toc514069593][bookmark: _Toc514764906][bookmark: _Toc514765195]Figure 69: Purchased Nuts & Bolts

Below is an image of the additional pipe needed to extend the reactor, the pipe is made of Mild Steel and is 145mm in length, 101mm in diameter. Only one pipe was used as two were purchased as spare parts. 
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[bookmark: _Toc512854225][bookmark: _Toc512855753][bookmark: _Toc512857261][bookmark: _Toc512948212][bookmark: _Toc513122042][bookmark: _Toc513194535][bookmark: _Toc513195022][bookmark: _Toc513227558][bookmark: _Toc514069594][bookmark: _Toc514764907][bookmark: _Toc514765196]Figure 70: Purchased Outer Pipe




 Below is a new electrode to replace the anode used during last year’s testing, the measurements are the same between both electrodes while the new electrode is made from Mild Steel as the material of the previous electrode was undocumented. 
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[bookmark: _Toc512854226][bookmark: _Toc512855754][bookmark: _Toc512857262][bookmark: _Toc512948213][bookmark: _Toc513122043][bookmark: _Toc513194536][bookmark: _Toc513195023][bookmark: _Toc513227559][bookmark: _Toc514069595][bookmark: _Toc514764908][bookmark: _Toc514765197]Figure 71: Purchased Anode

[bookmark: _Toc512850830][bookmark: _Toc512850992][bookmark: _Toc512851473][bookmark: _Toc512854278][bookmark: _Toc512855808][bookmark: _Toc512855905][bookmark: _Toc512857318][bookmark: _Toc512863111][bookmark: _Toc512948285][bookmark: _Toc513036720][bookmark: _Toc513121978][bookmark: _Toc513194610][bookmark: _Toc513227478][bookmark: _Toc514765142]Disassembly & Reassembly (Group)
The old reactor was disassembled so that it could be cleaned out and extended by affixing the new pipe in between the top and bottom sections of the reactor by using a strong sealant. This would then be held in place by the purchased nuts & bolts. The system was then checked to ensure that it was watertight by charging the reactor with water. [image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512854227][bookmark: _Toc512855755][bookmark: _Toc512857263][bookmark: _Toc512948214][bookmark: _Toc513122044][bookmark: _Toc513194537][bookmark: _Toc513195024][bookmark: _Toc513227560][bookmark: _Toc514069596][bookmark: _Toc514764909][bookmark: _Toc514765198]Figure 72: Disassembled Top & Bottom half of the reactor

[image: ]The improved reactor design matches expectations shown in the 3D CAD Drawing made previously along with all the final measurements. 
With these improvements, more slurry can be loaded into the reactor as well as allowing additional room for mixed media filters to be used for separating the slurry from the final product. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512854228][bookmark: _Toc512855756][bookmark: _Toc512857264][bookmark: _Toc512948215][bookmark: _Toc513122045][bookmark: _Toc513194538][bookmark: _Toc513195025][bookmark: _Toc513227561][bookmark: _Toc514069597][bookmark: _Toc514764910][bookmark: _Toc514765199]Figure 73: New Reactor Design Constructed

[bookmark: _Toc512850831][bookmark: _Toc512850993][bookmark: _Toc512851474][bookmark: _Toc512854279][bookmark: _Toc512855809][bookmark: _Toc512857319][bookmark: _Toc512863112][bookmark: _Toc512948286][bookmark: _Toc513036721][bookmark: _Toc513121979][bookmark: _Toc513194611][bookmark: _Toc513227479][bookmark: _Toc514765143]Preparation (Group)
Two sets of slurry samples were collected from the Gelli Aur Farm, each of which were approximately 6 litres. The consistency of the samples shared similar characteristics in terms of the total amount of water present and were both used within 4 days of collection to avoid the build-up of harmful gases. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069598][bookmark: _Toc514765200]Figure 74 - Slurry Sample


[bookmark: _Toc514765144]XRF Analysis (Group)
Each sample produce from the tests were collected and placed in small test tubes. These samples were taken for further testing and analysed through X-ray fluorescence (XRF) to determine the chemical composition of each sample.[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069599][bookmark: _Toc514764912][bookmark: _Toc514765201]Figure 75 - Samples in test tubes

The samples from the tests were then placed on small XRF disc of 20 and labelled.
[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069600][bookmark: _Toc514764913][bookmark: _Toc514765202]Figure 76 - XRF sample Discs










[image: ][image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069601][bookmark: _Toc514764914][bookmark: _Toc514765203]Figure 77 - Inside the XRF machine
[bookmark: _Toc514069602][bookmark: _Toc514764915][bookmark: _Toc514765204]Figure 78 - Loading the XRF machine


The XRF discs were placed inside the machine to measure the organic and inorganic matters inside the samples. The XRF scans each disc using X-ray waves and produces different results for each sample.
[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069603][bookmark: _Toc514764916][bookmark: _Toc514765205]Figure 79 - XRF Machine in operation

	


	
[bookmark: _Toc512850143][bookmark: _Toc512850264][bookmark: _Toc512850832][bookmark: _Toc512850994][bookmark: _Toc512851475][bookmark: _Toc512854280][bookmark: _Toc512855810][bookmark: _Toc512857320][bookmark: _Toc512863113][bookmark: _Toc512948287][bookmark: _Toc513036722][bookmark: _Toc513121980][bookmark: _Toc513194612][bookmark: _Toc513227480][bookmark: _Toc514765145]Tests & Results
[bookmark: _Toc512948288][bookmark: _Toc513036723][bookmark: _Toc513121981][bookmark: _Toc513194613][bookmark: _Toc513227481][bookmark: _Toc514765146]Week 1
[bookmark: _Toc512850995][bookmark: _Toc512851476][bookmark: _Toc512854281][bookmark: _Toc512855811][bookmark: _Toc512857321][bookmark: _Toc512863114][bookmark: _Toc512948289][bookmark: _Toc513036724][bookmark: _Toc513121982][bookmark: _Toc513194614][bookmark: _Toc513227482][bookmark: _Toc514765147]Test 1 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 40V	Current: 2A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 500ml	Gravel Depth: 145mm	Date of Sample: 16/04/18
[bookmark: _Toc512948167][bookmark: _Toc513122062][bookmark: _Toc513227585][bookmark: _Toc514060327][bookmark: _Toc514069503][bookmark: _Toc514765039]Table 2 - Week 1 Test 1 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume Slurry & Charge Water (ml)
	Volume of Slurry Water (ml)


	Monday
	12:05 (Tap Closed)
	0
	0
	0

	
	12:51 (Tap Opened)
	46
	0
	0

	
	13:30
	85
	575
	75

	
	14:30
	145
	595
	95

	
	15:00
	175
	600
	100

	Tuesday
	10:10
	1325
	715
	215

	
	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 40V	End Current: 0A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 6.8
Moisture at top: 20%	Moisture at bottom:	23%
[bookmark: _Toc512854230][bookmark: _Toc512855758][bookmark: _Toc512857266][bookmark: _Toc512948217][bookmark: _Toc513122047][bookmark: _Toc513194540][bookmark: _Toc513195027][bookmark: _Toc513227563][bookmark: _Toc514069604][bookmark: _Toc514765206]Figure 80 – Week 1 Test 1 Graph
The first test was ran for just over 22 hours using a sample that was obtained on the 15th April. For the first 45 minutes of the test the reactor was switched on with the tap closed, with the 500ml of water the reactor had been charged which didn’t exit before the reaction had started as the tap was kept closed. After 45 minutes the tap was opened and within half an hour the whole 500ml of fresh water had been drained plus 75ml from the slurry. At the time of the last reading for that day, 100ml of slurry water had been drained which is 46.5% of the total slurry water drained.
At the end of the test the voltage had increased to the maximum cap of 40V and the current had decreased to 0A. Looking inside the reactor the slurry had come away from the outside wall (Cathode), this likely broke the circuit which is why no current was flowing.
Below the dried slurry was a pool of wet slurry sitting on top of the gravel, this was likely due to the surface of the gravel being 70mm lower than the bottom of the anode. This resulted in some slurry never being in contact with the electrodes, hence why it was still so wet. The moisture content of the dryer slurry did increase going down the anode, increasing from 20 % at the top to 23% at the bottom.
The pH of the slurry also got more acidic as it went towards the cathode, with the pH at the anode being 8 and at the cathode being 6.8.
At the top of the anode was a white power, which was collected from analysis, shown on the left-hand side of the figure below. In the centre was the dry slurry sample and the right was the drained water sample.[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512854231][bookmark: _Toc512855759][bookmark: _Toc512857267][bookmark: _Toc512948218][bookmark: _Toc513122048][bookmark: _Toc513194541][bookmark: _Toc513195028][bookmark: _Toc513227564][bookmark: _Toc514069605][bookmark: _Toc514765207]Figure 81 - Week 1 Test 1 Samples
[bookmark: _Toc514060328][bookmark: _Toc514069504][bookmark: _Toc514765040]Table 3 - XRF Results Week 1 Test 1
	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)
	Powder Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	79.1
	ND
	ND

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	75.9
	188
	36.5

	Aluminium (Al) 
	35.5
	790
	387

	 Silicon (Si)
	26.9
	207
	41.4

	 Phosphorus (P)
	14.6
	37.4
	11.6

	 Sulfur (S)
	18.4
	31.4
	20.2

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	111
	58.7
	206

	Potassium (K)
	365
	162
	16.8

	Calcium (Ca)
	69.8
	334
	45.2

	Titanium (Ti)
	0.648
	2.44
	0.239

	Manganese (Mn)
	0.859
	10.8
	1.71

	Iron (Fe)
	8.11
	665
	180

	Cobalt (Co)
	2.07
	ND
	0.534

	Copper (Cu)
	0.864
	2.23
	1.68

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.55
	3.39
	1.04

	Bromine (Br)
	0.544
	0.38
	0.781

	Rubidium (Rb)
	0.411
	0.294
	0.114

	Strontium (Sr)
	0.369
	1.18
	ND

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND
	0.456
	ND

	Platinum (Pt)
	ND
	ND
	0.33

	Lead (Pb)
	ND
	0.391
	ND


The above table displays the XRF results for the first test of week 1, it contained three samples; one from the water extracted, one from the dried solids and one from the white powder that was present at the top of the reactor.
There is a significant increase in aluminium in both the dry and powder samples compared to the wet sample. From 35.5PPM in the wet sample to 790PPM and 387PPM in the dry and powder samples. This is due to the degradation of the cathode which was made of aluminium. Due to the abundance of aluminium within the white powder, it is safe to assume that the white powder itself is aluminium.
There was also a significant increase of iron again in both the dry and powder samples in comparison to the wet sample. Increasing from 8.11PPM in the wet sample to 665PPM and 180PPM in the dry and powder samples. This is due to the degradation of the anode which was made of steel.

Two of the three elements crucial to plant growth also had significant changes between the dry and wet samples. Potassium had a substantial decrease in the dry sample compared to wet, going from 365PPm to 162PPM. Although, phosphorous increased in the dry sample compared to wet going from 14.6PPM to 37.2PPM.

[bookmark: _Toc512850996][bookmark: _Toc512851477][bookmark: _Toc512854282][bookmark: _Toc512855812][bookmark: _Toc512857322][bookmark: _Toc512863115][bookmark: _Toc512948290][bookmark: _Toc513036725][bookmark: _Toc513121983][bookmark: _Toc513194615][bookmark: _Toc513227483][bookmark: _Toc514765148]Test 2 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 25V		Current: 2A		Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 195mm	Date of Sample: 17/04/18
[bookmark: _Toc512948168][bookmark: _Toc513122063][bookmark: _Toc513227586][bookmark: _Toc514060329][bookmark: _Toc514069505][bookmark: _Toc514765041]Table 4 – Week 1 Test 2 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Tuesday
	12:30
	0
	0

	
	13:00
	30
	80

	
	13:30
	60
	90

	
	14:00
	90
	100

	
	14:30
	120
	110

	Wednesday
	10:00
	1290
	355

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0.39A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 5.8
Moisture at top: 30%	Moisture at bottom: 35%	Volume in Condensation bag: 25ml

[bookmark: _Toc512854232][bookmark: _Toc512855760][bookmark: _Toc512857268][bookmark: _Toc512948219][bookmark: _Toc513122049][bookmark: _Toc513194542][bookmark: _Toc513195029][bookmark: _Toc513227565][bookmark: _Toc514069606][bookmark: _Toc514765208]Figure 82 – Week 1 Test 2 Graph

The second test was ran for 21 and half hours using the 1 day old sample collected on the 16th April. For this test the tap was opened from the beginning since the system was not charged with water. The gravel depth was also increased from 145mm to 215mm to prevent the puddle of slurry sitting on top of the reactor without being in contact with the electrodes.
[image: ][image: C:\Users\Rhys Miller\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180418_105228.jpg]After 2 hours 110ml of water had been drained from the reactor which is 30.9% of the total amount for this test. After a further 19 and half hours another 245ml had been drained in addition to the 25ml collected in the condensation bag, totalling 380ml for the second test. An extra 165ml had been drained compared to the first test which is a 76.7% increase. [bookmark: _Toc514069607][bookmark: _Toc514764920][bookmark: _Toc514765209]Figure 83 - Week 1 Test 2 Wet & Dry Samples

At the end of the test the voltage had reached the cap of 25 but 0.39A was still flowing. After looking inside the reactor the dried slurry was still in contact with both electrodes, which is why there was still a small amount of current flowing.
Increasing the gravel depth successfully filled the gap that was present between the bottom of the anode and the gravel surface in the first test. It is likely the reason for the increase in results, due to more slurry being in contact with the electrodes.[bookmark: _Toc512854233][bookmark: _Toc512855761][bookmark: _Toc512857269][bookmark: _Toc512948220][bookmark: _Toc513122050][bookmark: _Toc513194543][bookmark: _Toc513195030][bookmark: _Toc513227566][bookmark: _Toc514069608][bookmark: _Toc514764921][bookmark: _Toc514765210]Figure 84 - Anode after Test 2

The image to the left shows that by using a thicker gravel filter of 215mm, the slurry remains in contact with the anode at a higher level. 
[bookmark: _Toc512850997][bookmark: _Toc512851478][bookmark: _Toc512854283][bookmark: _Toc512855813][bookmark: _Toc512857323][bookmark: _Toc512863116][bookmark: _Toc512948291]As with the first test there continued to be a pH gradient present, with the pH at the anode being 8 and the pH at the cathode being 5.8.
[bookmark: _Toc514060330][bookmark: _Toc514069506][bookmark: _Toc513036726][bookmark: _Toc513121984][bookmark: _Toc513194616][bookmark: _Toc513227484][bookmark: _Toc514765042]Table 5 - XRF Results Week 1 Test 2
	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	471
	ND

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	110
	17.4

	Aluminium (Al) 
	371
	75.2

	 Silicon (Si)
	75.7
	109

	 Phosphorus (P)
	23.6
	30.9

	 Sulfur (S)
	31.4
	54.2

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	257
	615

	Potassium (K)
	1500
	30.2

	Calcium (Ca)
	135
	197

	Titanium (Ti)
	1.08
	ND

	Manganese (Mn)
	2.21
	16.3

	Iron (Fe)
	17.3
	3360

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	3.14

	Nickel (Ni)
	0.1
	0.809

	Copper (Cu)
	1.23
	2.13

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.89
	2.61

	Gallium (Ga)
	0.143
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	1.14
	3.55

	Rubidium (Rb)
	1.21
	0.308

	Strontium (Sr)
	0.63
	0.737

	Molybdenum (Mo)
	6.63
	ND

	Yttrium (Y)
	ND
	1.01


The above table displays the XRF results for the second test of week 1. This table contains a wet and a dry sample, taken from the same sources as previous.
Life before, there is a noticeable difference in Aluminium, Sodium and Chlorine content in the Wet sample. There is also a very noticeable amount of Potassium in the wet sample, showing that the nutrients are being contained to the water being removed. There is also a very noticeable amount of Iron in the Dry sample, showing that any iron present is kept to the solids inside the reactor.


[bookmark: _Toc514765149]Test 3 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 25V	Current: 4A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 195mm	Date of Sample: 18/04/18

[bookmark: _Toc512948169][bookmark: _Toc513122064][bookmark: _Toc513227587][bookmark: _Toc514060331][bookmark: _Toc514069507][bookmark: _Toc514765043]Table 6 – Week 1 Test 3 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Wednesday
	12:20
	0
	0

	 
	12:50
	30
	200

	 
	13:20
	60
	210

	 
	13:50
	90
	225

	 
	14:00
	120
	240

	 
	14:20
	150
	250

	 
	14:50
	180
	290

	Thursday
	09:50
	1310
	390

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0.32A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 6.8
Moisture at top: 45%	Moisture at bottom:	56%	Volume in Condensation Bag: 30ml

[bookmark: _Toc512854234][bookmark: _Toc512855762][bookmark: _Toc512857270][bookmark: _Toc512948221][bookmark: _Toc513122051][bookmark: _Toc513194544][bookmark: _Toc513195031][bookmark: _Toc513227567][bookmark: _Toc514069609][bookmark: _Toc514765211]Figure 85 – Week 1 Test 3 Graph
[image: ][image: C:\Users\Rhys Miller\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180424_104321.jpg]The third test was conducted for 21 and a half hours using the slurry sample obtained on 16th April, which was now 2 days old. The system continued to use a gravel depth of 215mm and was not charged with water since these factors produced better results than the first test.[bookmark: _Toc514069610][bookmark: _Toc514764923][bookmark: _Toc514765212]Figure 86 - Week 1 Test 3 Water and Dry Samples




[bookmark: _Toc512854235][bookmark: _Toc512855763][bookmark: _Toc512857271][bookmark: _Toc512948222][bookmark: _Toc513122052][bookmark: _Toc513194545][bookmark: _Toc513195032][bookmark: _Toc513227568][bookmark: _Toc514069611][bookmark: _Toc514764924][bookmark: _Toc514765213]Figure 87 - Anode after Test 3

After two hours 250ml of water had been drained from the reactor which was 64.1% of the water that had been drained after the test was completed. After the 21 and a half hours a further 140ml had been drained, and there was 30ml in the condensation bag totalling 420ml for the third test. The third test had drained 55ml more than the second test which is a 15.5% increase.
At the end of the test the power supply had reached the set voltage limit of 25V and the current had decreased from 4A to 0.32A.
The image to the left shows the anode removed after conducting the test. Much like the other tests conducted, the dried slurry forms a soft layer surrounding the electrode as well as a white-powder substance forming on the surface.
As with the previous 2 tests there was a pH gradient present, with the pH at the anode being and 6.8 at the cathode.

[bookmark: _Toc514060332][bookmark: _Toc514069508][bookmark: _Toc514765044]Table 7 - XRF Results Week 1 Test 3
	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	385
	18.2

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	105
	127

	Aluminium (Al) 
	951
	444

	 Silicon (Si)
	57.1
	191

	 Phosphorus (P)
	25.1
	38.4

	 Sulfur (S)
	28.1
	40

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	105
	192

	Potassium (K)
	1670
	95.9

	Calcium (Ca)
	83.1
	475

	Titanium (Ti)
	0.471
	2.51

	Manganese (Mn)
	1.71
	13.6

	Iron (Fe)
	15.5
	1830

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	6.72

	Copper (Cu)
	1.22
	2.67

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.87
	2.95

	Gallium (Ga)
	0.13
	ND

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	0.167

	Selenium (Se)
	ND
	0.0701

	Bromine (Br)
	0.307
	0.929

	Rubidium (Rb)
	0.968
	0.45

	Strontium (Sr)
	0.737
	0.377

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND
	0.694


The above table displays the XRF results for the third test of week 1. This table contains a wet and a dry sample, taken from the same sources as previous.
Life before, there is a noticeable difference in Aluminium & Sodium in the Wet sample with a 507ppm difference between them. Again, there is a very noticeable amount of Potassium in the wet sample, showing that the nutrients are being contained to the water being removed. There is also a very noticeable amount of Iron in the Dry sample, showing that any iron present is kept to the solids inside the reactor.


[bookmark: _Toc512850998][bookmark: _Toc512851479][bookmark: _Toc512854284][bookmark: _Toc512855814][bookmark: _Toc512857324][bookmark: _Toc512863117][bookmark: _Toc512948292][bookmark: _Toc513036727][bookmark: _Toc513121985][bookmark: _Toc513194617][bookmark: _Toc513227485][bookmark: _Toc514765150]Test 4 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 25V	Current: 3A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	Date of Sample: 19/04/18
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 145mm	Sand Depth: 50mm
[bookmark: _Toc512948170][bookmark: _Toc513122065][bookmark: _Toc513227588][bookmark: _Toc514060333][bookmark: _Toc514069509][bookmark: _Toc514765045]Table 8 – Week 1 Test 4 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Thursday
	11:50
	0
	0

	 
	12:20
	30
	74

	 
	12:50
	60
	92

	 
	13:10
	80
	105

	 
	13:20
	90
	118

	 
	13:35
	105
	122

	 
	13:50
	120
	130

	
	14:00
	130
	138

	
	14:25
	155
	158

	
	14:50
	180
	182

	
	15:20
	210
	198

	
	15:26
	216
	204

	Friday
	10:00
	1330
	390

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0.33A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 6.8	Volume in Condensation bag: 40ml

[bookmark: _Toc512854236][bookmark: _Toc512855764][bookmark: _Toc512857272][bookmark: _Toc512948223][bookmark: _Toc513122053][bookmark: _Toc513194546][bookmark: _Toc513195033][bookmark: _Toc513227570][bookmark: _Toc514069612][bookmark: _Toc514765214]Figure 88 – Week 1 Test 4 Graph
The fourth test was ran for 22 hours using the sample collected on the 16th April. By this point, the same is 3 days old. Again, the system was not charged with water as the results produced suggested that there was no need. The gravel filter was reduced back to 145mm and a new layer of sand was added on top with a depth of 50mm. This was done to observe the behavioural changes between a single media gravel filter and a dual media gravel & sand filter.
After 2 hours, 130ml of water had been drained from the reactor which is 33.3% of the total amount for this test. After a further 20 hours, another 260ml had been drained along with 40ml being collected in the condensation bag, giving a total of 390ml for the fourth test. This is the same amount as the previous test, which used a higher amperage as well as a different filter media.
At the end of the test the voltage had reached the cap of 25V and was generating 0.33A.
Introducing the new sand layer to the filter along with using a lower amperage produces the same end results as the previous test. This is an improvement as less overall power is being used.
As with the previous tests, there is still a pH gradient present within the reactor after the test was finished, with the pH at the anode being 8 and the pH at the cathode being 6.8.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc513227571][bookmark: _Toc514069613][bookmark: _Toc514765215]Figure 89 - Week 1 Test 4 Water and Dry Samples



[bookmark: _Toc514060334][bookmark: _Toc514069510][bookmark: _Toc514765046]Table 9 - Week 1 Test 4 XRF Results
	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	410
	15.4

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	4.56
	92.6

	Aluminium (Al) 
	667
	263

	 Silicon (Si)
	8.04
	208

	 Phosphorus (P)
	4.06
	41.1

	 Sulfur (S)
	15.9
	45

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	80.4
	141

	Potassium (K)
	2200
	98

	Calcium (Ca)
	9.19
	420

	Titanium (Ti)
	ND
	1.94

	Manganese (Mn)
	ND
	12

	Iron (Fe)
	2.87
	2680

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	1.15

	Copper (Cu)
	0.728
	4.31

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.08
	3.44

	Gallium (Ga)
	0.169
	ND

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	0.326
	0.69

	Rubidium (Rb)
	1.39
	0.3

	Strontium (Sr)
	ND
	2.09

	Tantalum (Ta)
	
	



The above table displays the results for the XRF analysis of test 3’s wet and dry samples. As with test 2 and test 3 there is more iron in the dry sample and more aluminium in the wet. Both due to the respective electrodes corroding. However, during the process the water is drawn to the outer electrode (cathode) which is made of aluminium and the solid is drawn to the centre electrode (anode) which is made of steel. This explains why there has consistently been higher content of iron and aluminium in the dry and wet samples respectively.





[bookmark: _Toc512850999][bookmark: _Toc512851480][bookmark: _Toc512854285][bookmark: _Toc512855815][bookmark: _Toc512857325][bookmark: _Toc512863118][bookmark: _Toc512948293][bookmark: _Toc513036728][bookmark: _Toc513121986][bookmark: _Toc513194618][bookmark: _Toc513227486][bookmark: _Toc514765151]Test 5 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 25V	Current: 1A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	Date of Sample: 20/04/18
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 145mm	Sand Depth: 50mm
[bookmark: _Toc512948171][bookmark: _Toc513122066][bookmark: _Toc513227589][bookmark: _Toc514060335][bookmark: _Toc514069511][bookmark: _Toc514765047]Table 10 - Week 1 Test 5 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Friday
	14:27
	0
	0

	 
	14:43
	16
	52

	 
	15:03
	36
	112

	 
	15:34
	67
	118

	 
	15:50
	83
	118

	 
	15:58
	91
	122

	 
	15:18
	111
	122

	
	15:28
	121
	125

	Monday
	10:00
	4113
	400



End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0.06A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 6.8	Volume in Condensation bag: 10ml


[bookmark: _Toc512854237][bookmark: _Toc512855765][bookmark: _Toc512857273][bookmark: _Toc512948224][bookmark: _Toc513122054][bookmark: _Toc513194547][bookmark: _Toc513195034][bookmark: _Toc513227572][bookmark: _Toc514069614][bookmark: _Toc514765216]Figure 90 – Week 1 Test 5 Graph
The fifth test was ran for 68 and a half hours using the sample collected on the 16th April. By this point, the same is 4 days old and has been disposed of due to the gases being generated. 
Again, the system was not charged with water as the previous results produced suggested that there was no need. The current was reduced to 1A and the test was extended from the ~22 hour period up to 68 hours. This was done to observe the behavioural changes when the reactor is operated over an extended period of time.
After one hour, 125ml of water had been drained from the reactor which is 31.25% of the total amount for this test. After a further 67 hours, an additional 275ml had been drained along with 10ml being collected in the condensation bag, giving a total of 410ml for the fourth test. These results are similar to previous tests despite the extended period of which the test was conducted. The amount collected in the condensation bag is noticeably less than previous tests, which could suggest some of the water vapour may have dissipated.
At the end of the test the voltage had reached the cap of 25V and was generating 0.06A.
Extending the time in which the reactor is operational yielded a similar amount of water as previous tests, which shows that obtaining additional water after a set point proves difficult due to either the additional power needed.
As with the previous tests, there is still a pH gradient present within the reactor after the test was finished, with the pH at the anode being 8 and the pH at the cathode being 6.8.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc513227573][bookmark: _Toc514069615][bookmark: _Toc514765217]Figure 91 - Week 1 Test 5 Water and Dry samples
	[bookmark: _Hlk513916379]Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	820
	27

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	7.71
	186

	Aluminium (Al) 
	1790
	526

	 Silicon (Si)
	16.2
	328

	 Phosphorus (P)
	6.88
	46.1

	 Sulphur (S)
	12.6
	45.7

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	167
	169

	Potassium (K)
	2660
	124

	Calcium (Ca)
	11.8
	562

	Titanium (Ti)
	ND
	4.75

	Manganese (Mn)
	ND
	22

	Iron (Fe)
	5.39
	3270

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	4.25

	Copper (Cu)
	0.989
	3.77

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.05
	5.3

	Gallium (Ga)
	0.346
	0.238

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	0.293

	Selenium (Se)
	ND
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	0.234
	1.15

	Rubidium (Rb)
	1.8
	0.951

	Strontium (Sr)
	ND
	4.53

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND
	ND


[bookmark: _Toc514060336][bookmark: _Toc514069512][bookmark: _Toc514765048]Table 11 Test 5 XRF results
As is shown from the table above test five indicated the presence of excessive amounts of iron in the dry waste after the test had been completed as the sacrificial cathode eroded due to the ion release from the electrolysis reaction. The iron content of the dry waste was greater than the liquid as the movement of the liquid during the dewatering process is in the direction of the anode and as a result the iron must pass through the solid waste as it is attracted towards the anode, whereas the aluminium that is eroded from the outer anode is constantly subjected to liquid passing over the internal wall of the reactor and as a result removes the oxidised aluminium ions which remain present in the liquid the drains through the reactor.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The dry waste with a higher iron content at the location of the cathode had a lower pH than the waste in contact with the outer anode and as a result showed signs of a pH gradient across the cross-sectional area of the waste. The content of iron and aluminium was of lower ppm in both samples when compared to tests of higher currents as the emission of the ions from the electrodes is directly affected to the strength of the electric field shown in the H-S theory.


[bookmark: _Toc512851000][bookmark: _Toc512851481][bookmark: _Toc512854286][bookmark: _Toc512855816][bookmark: _Toc512857326][bookmark: _Toc512863119][bookmark: _Toc512948294][bookmark: _Toc513036729][bookmark: _Toc513121987][bookmark: _Toc513194619][bookmark: _Toc513227487][bookmark: _Toc514765152]Week One Testing Results (Group)
[bookmark: _Toc513122067][bookmark: _Toc513227590][bookmark: _Toc514060337][bookmark: _Toc514069513][bookmark: _Toc514765049]Table 12 - Week 1 Results

The results from the first week of testing show that by increasing the current from 2A to 4A when using a single media gravel filter, a higher yield of water can be obtained. As well as this, the results show that despite using a single media gravel filter of 145mm, or when using a dial media filter with 145mm gravel & 50mm sand, the yield of water can be raised by increasing the amount of current.


[bookmark: _Toc512948295][bookmark: _Toc513036730][bookmark: _Toc513121988][bookmark: _Toc513194620][bookmark: _Toc513227488][bookmark: _Toc514765153][bookmark: _Toc512851002][bookmark: _Toc512851482][bookmark: _Toc512854287][bookmark: _Toc512855817][bookmark: _Toc512857327][bookmark: _Toc512863120] Week One Results Compared to Previous Year’s (Group)
[bookmark: _Toc513122068][bookmark: _Toc513227591][bookmark: _Toc514060338][bookmark: _Toc514069514][bookmark: _Toc514765050]Table 13 - Week 1 and Last Year’s Results

When compared to the results obtained from the previous year, the results show an overall improvement from the changes made to the reactor as well as the current used during testing.
The graph shows that a higher yield of water has been obtained in a shorter time frame while also consuming less overall power.




[bookmark: _Toc512948296][bookmark: _Toc513036731][bookmark: _Toc513121989][bookmark: _Toc513194621][bookmark: _Toc513227489][bookmark: _Toc512850144][bookmark: _Toc512850265][bookmark: _Toc512850833][bookmark: _Toc512851003][bookmark: _Toc512851483][bookmark: _Toc512854288][bookmark: _Toc512855818][bookmark: _Toc512857328][bookmark: _Toc512863121][bookmark: _Toc514765154]Week 2
[bookmark: _Toc512948297][bookmark: _Toc513036732][bookmark: _Toc513121990][bookmark: _Toc513194622][bookmark: _Toc513227490][bookmark: _Toc514765155]Test 1 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 0V		Current: 0A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 195mm 	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
[bookmark: _Toc512948174][bookmark: _Toc513122069][bookmark: _Toc513227592][bookmark: _Toc514060339][bookmark: _Toc514069515][bookmark: _Toc514765051]Table 14 – Week 2 Test 1 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Monday
	11:40
	0
	0

	 
	11:50
	10
	10

	 
	12:00
	20
	10

	 
	12:10
	30
	11

	 
	12:20
	40
	15

	 
	12:30
	50
	15

	 
	12:40
	60
	15

	
	12:50
	70
	16

	
	13:00
	80
	16

	
	13:10
	90
	20

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc512948225][bookmark: _Toc513122055][bookmark: _Toc513194548][bookmark: _Toc513195035][bookmark: _Toc513227574][bookmark: _Toc514069616][bookmark: _Toc514765218]Figure 92 – Week 2 Test 1 Results
Based on the findings obtained from the first week’s results, it was thought to carry out another set of tests on the reactor but using the forces of gravity only. The test was conducted over a 90 minutes period without powering up the reactor. The reactor was first filled with 195mm of gravel, which was acting as the filter and then 1100ml of slurry was added on top of the gravel, as shown in figure. 


[image: C:\Users\Feran\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180423_115306.jpg][bookmark: _Toc512948226][bookmark: _Toc513122056][bookmark: _Toc513194549][bookmark: _Toc513195036][bookmark: _Toc513227575][bookmark: _Toc514069617][bookmark: _Toc514765219]Figure 93 - Reactor Filled with Slurry

[image: C:\Users\Feran\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180423_115255.jpg]









[bookmark: _Toc512948227][bookmark: _Toc513122057][bookmark: _Toc513194550][bookmark: _Toc513195037][bookmark: _Toc513227576][bookmark: _Toc514069618][bookmark: _Toc514765220]Figure 94 - Reactor Gravity Test

Gradually small drips of water were drained out the slurry and 10ml of water was collected in the first 10 minutes. However, the fact that there was no voltage or current connected to the reactor meant that the volume of water drained out of the slurry was going to be low, compared to the previous test conducted while the reactor was powered up with current.
The results were recorded every 10 minutes. It was found that, slight increases in the drops of water drained from the slurry between 30 - 40 minutes and between 80 - 90 minutes of testing. At the end of the test, the reactor was only able to produce 20ml of water from 1100ml of slurry.
[bookmark: _Toc512948298][bookmark: _Toc513036733][bookmark: _Toc513121991][bookmark: _Toc513194623][bookmark: _Toc513227491][bookmark: _Toc514765156]Test 2 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 0V		Current: 0A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 145mm    Sand Depth: 50mm    
[bookmark: _Toc512948175][bookmark: _Toc513122070][bookmark: _Toc513227593][bookmark: _Toc514060340][bookmark: _Toc514069516][bookmark: _Toc514765052]Table 15 - Week 2 Test 2 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Monday
	13:40
	0
	0

	 
	13:50
	10
	8

	 
	14:00
	20
	10

	 
	14:10
	30
	10

	 
	14:20
	40
	10

	 
	14:30
	50
	10

	 
	14:40
	60
	12

	
	14:50
	70
	15

	
	15:00
	80
	15

	
	15:10
	90
	15

	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc512948228][bookmark: _Toc513122058][bookmark: _Toc513194551][bookmark: _Toc513195038][bookmark: _Toc513227577][bookmark: _Toc514069619][bookmark: _Toc514765221]Figure 95 - Week 2 Test 2 Graph

After completing the first gravity test the reactor needed to be cleaned and left to dry thoroughly before conducting the second gravity test. The second test was conducted over the same amount of time, using the same sample which was obtained from the farm. However, as previously mentioned the amount of gravel used in the second gravity test was reduced from 195mm to 145mm of gravel, simply because a new layer of sand was added on top with a depth of 50mm to create a dual media of gravel & sand filter.
Compared to the previous test, the drops of water coming out the reactor were a lot slower. As a result, only 8ml of water was collected in the first ten minutes and it wasn’t until 20 minutes of testing that we were able to reach the 10ml mark. The drops of water increased between 50 – 70 minutes of testing which then caused a 5ml increase. At the end of the test, the reactor was only able to produce 15ml of water from 1100ml of slurry.
It was found that with the addition of sand in the filter, meant that most of the water was been absorbed and only a small amount of it could pass through. As a result, the amount of collected at the end of the test was 5ml less than the gravel only gravity test.


[bookmark: _Toc512948299][bookmark: _Toc513036734][bookmark: _Toc513121992][bookmark: _Toc513194624][bookmark: _Toc513227492][bookmark: _Toc514765157]Test 3 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 25V	Current: 2A	Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 145 mm	 Sand Depth: 50mm   
[bookmark: _Toc512948176][bookmark: _Toc513122071][bookmark: _Toc513227594][bookmark: _Toc514060341][bookmark: _Toc514069517][bookmark: _Toc514765053]Table 16 - Week 2 Test 3 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Tuesday
	15:40
	0
	0

	 
	15:50
	10
	42

	 
	16:00
	20
	47

	 
	16:10
	30
	51

	 
	16:20
	40
	57

	 
	16:30
	50
	60

	 
	16:40
	60
	61

	
	16:50
	70
	65

	
	17:00
	80
	65

	
	17:10
	90
	78

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0.07A	
PH at Anode: 8      	PH at Cathode: 7
Moisture at top: 	Moisture at bottom:	Volume in Condensation Bag: 20mg
[bookmark: _Toc512948229][bookmark: _Toc513122059][bookmark: _Toc513194552][bookmark: _Toc513195039][bookmark: _Toc513227578][bookmark: _Toc514069620][bookmark: _Toc514765222]Figure 96- Week 2 Test 3 Graph
At this point it was decided not to do a sand only gravity test but to re-run the gravel and sand test and power up the reactor using 25 volts and 2 amps. The third test was conducted over the same amount of time, using the same sample as the previous two tests. This was vital that all three tests were conducted in the same manner to ensure that our results were constant and accurate
Just after 10 minutes of testing we were able to collect 42ml amount of water drained from the reactor and this gradually increased over time. After one hour, 61ml of water was drained from the reactor. At the end of the test, the voltage had reached 25V and was generating 0.07A and the reactor produced 78ml of water from 1100ml of slurry. 
[image: ][image: C:\Users\Feran\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\20180419_122342.jpg][bookmark: _Toc514069621][bookmark: _Toc514765223]Figure 97 - Week 2 Test 3 Samples

[bookmark: _Toc512948230][bookmark: _Toc513122060][bookmark: _Toc513194553][bookmark: _Toc513195040][bookmark: _Toc513227579][bookmark: _Toc514069622][bookmark: _Toc514765224]Figure 98 - Reactor covered with Condensation Bag
It was found that with the addition of the condensation bag on top of the reactor, meant that all the form and evaporated water was captured in the bag. Hence, 20ml of the 78ml was collected from the condensation bag.


	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	16.1
	428

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	32.3
	14.3

	Aluminium (Al) 
	140
	939

	 Silicon (Si)
	423
	21.6

	 Phosphorus (P)
	47.1
	7.5

	 Sulphur (S)
	51.5
	23.7

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	309
	40.6

	Potassium (K)
	39
	3910

	Calcium (Ca)
	1030
	24.8

	Titanium (Ti)
	9.82
	ND

	Manganese (Mn)
	8.5
	0.378

	Iron (Fe)
	1370
	6.29

	Cobalt (Co)
	3.25
	ND

	Copper (Cu)
	3.34
	2.15

	Zinc (Zn)
	ND
	0.281

	Gallium (Ga)
	ND
	0.187

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	ND

	Selenium (Se)
	1.69
	0.441

	Bromine (Br)
	0.462
	2.26

	Rubidium (Rb)
	2.77
	ND

	Strontium (Sr)
	16.1
	428

	Tantalum (Ta)
	32.3
	14.3


[bookmark: _Toc514060342][bookmark: _Toc514069518][bookmark: _Toc514765054]Table 17: Week 2 Test 3 XRF
As is seen in previous tests the amount of iron present in the dry sample is far greater than in the wet sample and the aluminium presence in the wet sample is greater than the amount found in the dry sample this is due to the migration of the fluid from the cathode towards the anode.
What is noticeable from this test is the presence of sodium which is much higher than the tests run previously, the abundance of sodium is likely to be from the addition of the sand layer in the filter as the sand is almost certainly from a coastal source and not from an inland source, this addition of sand would almost certainly explain the rapid increase in Sodium levels seen in this test.




[bookmark: _Toc512948300][bookmark: _Toc513036735][bookmark: _Toc513121993][bookmark: _Toc513194625][bookmark: _Toc513227493][bookmark: _Toc514765158]Test 4 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 40V		Current: 2A		Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 195mm	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
[bookmark: _Toc514060343][bookmark: _Toc514069519][bookmark: _Toc514765055]Table 18 - Week 2 Test 4 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Tuesday
	12:05
	0
	0

	
	12:15
	10
	50

	
	12:25
	20
	76

	
	12:35
	30
	76

	
	12:45
	40
	77

	
	12:55
	50
	82

	
	13:05
	60
	82

	
	13:15
	70
	90

	
	13:25
	80
	91

	
	13:35
	90
	91

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 5V		End Current: 1.98A	
PH at Anode: 5.8 	PH at Cathode: 8

[bookmark: _Toc514069623][bookmark: _Toc514765225]Figure 99 - Week 2 Test 4 Graph

This test was run for 90 minutes with on a sample that was collected on the 21st f April, the sample that was collected on this date had a higher viscosity than the previous sample and was expected to yield less liquid than the previous tests at the same current. The rector and the filter were prepared in the same manner as the previous tests. 
Over the 90-minute test the liquid rapidly left the reactor initially with the rate of yield decreasing as time increased this is thought to be related to the performance of the membrane that is used to filter the liquid as it exits the reactor. The membrane because of its liquid permeable design will load with liquid then discharge the absorbed liquid rapidly and then require time to re-charge with liquid before releasing the liquid out f the reactor. The gravel depth prevents a layer of waste from forming in an area that is not subjected to the effects of the electrical current within the reactor.
The waste that was removed from the reactor after this test still had a high moisture content as the amount of liquid removed was near the 10% mark of the total moisture content of the 1100ml of waste loaded.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc513227581][bookmark: _Toc514069624][bookmark: _Toc514765226]Figure 100 – Week 2 Test 4 Water Sample



	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Dry Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	81.5
	ND

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	25.8
	6.13

	Aluminium (Al) 
	221
	51.6

	 Silicon (Si)
	37.4
	11.5

	 Phosphorus (P)
	8.48
	1.61

	 Sulphur (S)
	12.9
	3.98

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	41
	9.29

	Potassium (K)
	833
	96.5

	Calcium (Ca)
	48.1
	16.8

	Titanium (Ti)
	0.368
	ND

	Manganese (Mn)
	0.448
	ND

	Iron (Fe)
	9.31
	2.76

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	ND

	Copper (Cu)
	1.11
	2.26

	Zinc (Zn)
	1.6
	1.34

	Gallium (Ga)
	ND
	ND

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	ND

	Selenium (Se)
	0.0524
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	0.264
	ND

	Rubidium (Rb)
	0.493
	ND

	Strontium (Sr)
	ND
	ND

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND
	ND


[bookmark: _Toc514060344][bookmark: _Toc514069520][bookmark: _Toc514765056]Table 19 : Week 2 Test 4
From the XRF results for week 2 test 4 there is a noticeable drop in the measurement of iron and aluminium when compared to previous test. As the tests in week two were run for a period of ninety minutes, the time that the electric field was applied to the waste was not sufficient enough to allow the migration of iron through the waste in sufficient quantities as seen in tests run for longer periods.
As a result of the short detention time in the reaction chamber and after the test was completed the reactor was starting to show signs of exhaustion with the outside of the Cathode in particular showing signs of oxidation where the plastic coating began to bubble which could have been a contributing factor to the reduction in iron and aluminium seen in the samples that were taken from the later tests. 

[bookmark: _Toc512948301][bookmark: _Toc513036737][bookmark: _Toc513121995][bookmark: _Toc513194627][bookmark: _Toc513227494][bookmark: _Toc514765159]Test 5 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 40V		Current: 4A		Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 195mm	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
[bookmark: _Toc514060345][bookmark: _Toc514069521][bookmark: _Toc514765057]Table 20 - Week 2 Test 5 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Tuesday
	14:45
	0
	0

	
	14:55
	10
	55

	
	15:05
	20
	57

	
	15:15
	30
	57

	
	15:25
	40
	62

	
	15:35
	50
	75

	
	15:45
	60
	80

	
	15:55
	70
	86

	
	16:05
	80
	105

	
	16:15
	90
	127

	Wednesday
	10:00
	1155
	336



End Voltage: 25V	End Current: 0A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 5.8
[bookmark: _Toc514069625][bookmark: _Toc514765227]Figure 101 - Week 2 Test 5 Graph

Test ten was run with a current of 4 amps and was left to run for a total time of 19 hours and 45 minutes and finished the test with a current of 0 amps and a voltage of 25 as a result of the resistance of the waste increasing as time increased and the connection between the power pack and the anode. As is seen with previous tests the membrane prevents a continuous yield of liquid from being measured evidence of this is the readings of 55,57,57 and 62 ml over the course of 30 minutes, this is thought to be evidence of the time taken for the membrane to become fully saturated with liquid from the reactor process. What is not known is the time that the current across the reactor drops, if the current could potentially be maintained the dewatering of the waste by the reactor may be more successful but also far more efficient as the power consumption could be adjusted and limited to the point until the power consumption to yield ratio becomes too great.
Overnight the yield continued to increase and was measured at 336 ml which was not the greatest yield measured, it is thought that the sample used may have had a lower moisture content than previous samples and also that the reactor during this test was not performing to the same standard as previous tests as a result of the anode and cathode becoming depleted of available ions. 
[image: C:\Users\HP\Desktop\Uni Project\20180426_114531.jpg]
[bookmark: _Toc514069626][bookmark: _Toc514765228]Figure 102 - Cathode Bubbling
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069627][bookmark: _Toc514765229]Figure 103 - Hole in the Cathode
Once the testing was completed it was discovered that the material that the cathode was made of had corroded to such an extent that the external wall of the cathode that was structurally integral to supporting the reactor had failed and two holes had appeared, evidence of this was noted before the inspection of the reactor where the liquid that was being released from the process was leaking through the external wall of the reactor and was collecting around the top flange of the reactor. 
[image: ]What is noticeable form the results for test ten is that the performance of the reactor up to the 70-minute mark is lower than test nine and test eleven particularly from the ten-minute point to the forty-minute point. It is likely that at this point the pouter wall of the cathode had failed and the liquid that was produced was exiting through the fractures in the material. Up to the seventy-minute mark it is thought that the amount of aluminium oxide produced was not sufficient enough to seal the fracture, once the seventy-minute mark was reached and the aluminium oxide had reached a sufficient volume to act as a barrier to the liquid the performance of the reactor rapidly increased producing a higher yield than any other test run with the same sample for the ninety minutes.[bookmark: _Toc514069628][bookmark: _Toc514765230]Figure 104 - Week 2 Test 5 Water Sample



[bookmark: _Toc514060346][bookmark: _Toc514069522][bookmark: _Toc514765058]Table 21 - Week 2 Test 5 XRF Results
	Element
	Wet (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	145

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	ND

	Aluminium (Al) 
	1230

	 Silicon (Si)
	10.5

	 Phosphorus (P)
	3.1

	 Sulphur (S)
	4.36

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	18.5

	Potassium (K)
	68.4

	Calcium (Ca)
	11.7

	Titanium (Ti)
	ND

	Manganese (Mn)
	ND

	Iron (Fe)
	910

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND

	Copper (Cu)
	0.764

	Zinc (Zn)
	0.916

	Gallium (Ga)
	0.201

	Arsenic (As)
	ND

	Selenium (Se)
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	0.0956

	Rubidium (Rb)
	0.903

	Strontium (Sr)
	ND

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND



At this point the reactor had become inefficient as a result of the complete exhaustion of the Cathode exhausting and the inside wall showing signs of heavy oxidation which impacted the current flow through the waste and the H-S theory shows that the impact of a reduced electric field impacts the mobility of the ions in electro osmosis.




[bookmark: _Toc512948302][bookmark: _Toc513036739][bookmark: _Toc513121997][bookmark: _Toc513194629][bookmark: _Toc513227495][bookmark: _Toc514765160]Test 6 (Group)
Voltage Cap: 40V		Current: 4A		Volume of Slurry: 1100ml	
Volume of Charge Water: 0ml	Gravel Depth: 145mm	Date of Sample: 23/04/18
Sand Depth: 50mm
[bookmark: _Toc514060347][bookmark: _Toc514069523][bookmark: _Toc514765059]Table 21 - Week 2 Test 6 Results
	Day
	Time
	Time Passed
(Minutes)
	Volume of Water (ml)

	Wednesday
	12:50
	0
	0

	 
	13:00
	10
	50

	 
	13:10
	20
	71

	 
	13:20
	30
	76

	 
	13:30
	40
	80

	 
	13:40
	50
	85

	 
	13:50
	60
	89

	 
	14:00
	70
	91

	 
	14:10
	80
	95

	 
	14:20
	90
	97

	
	
	
	


End Voltage: 5V		End Current: 4A	
PH at Anode: 8 		PH at Cathode: 5.8
[bookmark: _Toc514069629][bookmark: _Toc514765231]Figure 105 - Week 2 Test 6 Graph



The final test was run for a period of 90 minutes, this test used a filter that was 145mm gravel and 70mm sand with a current of four amps, the previous test showed signs that the reactor was beginning to fail and liquid was leaking from the outside wall. This was witnessed with this test but was not showing the same volume of liquid leaking, this is thought to be a result of the holes that had appeared partially sealing with the aluminium oxide that was present at the time of inspection. 
What is noticeable from the test eleven is that the peak that is seen in test tens results towards the end of the ninety-minute test does not appear, this can be linked to the ability of the sand to absorb the liquid produced and release it at a slower rate than a pure gravel filter. Over a ninety-minute test the effect of the membrane becoming saturated with fluid and then discharging relatively quickly is not seen with a sand filter as the sand acts as a damper for the discharged fluid.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc513227583][bookmark: _Toc514069630][bookmark: _Toc514765232]Figure 106 - Week 2 Test 6 Samples
In the figure above, on the left-hand side is a sample of the drainage water and on the right is a sample of the white power that was forming on the top of the electrode.
[bookmark: _Toc514060348][bookmark: _Toc514069524][bookmark: _Toc514765060]Table 22 - Week 2 Test 6 XRF Results
	Element
	Wet sample (PPM)
	Powder Sample (PPM)

	Sodium (Na)
	ND
	29.3

	 Magnesium (Mg)
	ND
	7.66

	Aluminium (Al) 
	26.2
	402

	 Silicon (Si)
	18.6
	14.6

	 Phosphorus (P)
	0.592
	0.893

	 Sulphur (S)
	5.72
	4.26

	 Chlorine (Cl)
	10.6
	9.51

	Potassium (K)
	68.4
	143

	Calcium (Ca)
	11.7
	16.1

	Titanium (Ti)
	ND
	ND

	Manganese (Mn)
	0.127
	ND

	Iron (Fe)
	5.48
	2.96

	Cobalt (Co)
	ND
	ND

	Copper (Cu)
	0.57
	2.7

	Zinc (Zn)
	0.956
	1.29

	Gallium (Ga)
	ND
	ND

	Arsenic (As)
	ND
	ND

	Selenium (Se)
	ND
	ND

	Bromine (Br)
	ND
	0.0716

	Rubidium (Rb)
	ND
	0.143

	Strontium (Sr)
	ND
	ND

	Tantalum (Ta)
	ND
	0.382



The table above shows that test six has very low ppm values for multiple elements in comparison to previous tests. For example, the ppm for Sodium, Magnesium, and Aluminium & Phosphorus is significantly lower than in previous tests where the values were up to twenty times greater. This is especially true for Potassium as in previous tests, it has been proven that the wet sample can be expected to hold values of around 1000ppm or more.
There are also several elements which do not have any recorded data. This can be associated with the fact that after testing, there was a leak discovered underneath the clamp, allowing outside air to enter the middle of the chamber and also allowing fluid to leak from the outer reactor wall. The overall turbidity and colour of water from the test also reflects this as it is noticeably clearer than previous results.

[bookmark: _Toc514765161]Week 2 Testing Results (Group)
[bookmark: _Toc514060349][bookmark: _Toc514069525][bookmark: _Toc514765061]Table 22: Week 2 Results
The results from the second week of testing show that the effect of gravity on the results obtained is significantly low as there is only up to a 20ml difference after 90 minutes. The results also show that by using a higher current, the result can be greater than if a lower current was being used. Finally, it is evident that the type of media filter used also effects the result as the single media gravel filter yielded more water than those that used a mixed gravel & sand filter.
[bookmark: _Toc514765162]Overall XRF Analysis (Group)
The XRF analysis of all the tests show that during the tests that last for the greatest amount of time resulted in higher amounts of aluminium and iron in both the wet and dry samples, this is thought to be as a result of the time the tests were run for with the tests run for a period of ninety minutes gaining less iron and aluminium than the tests run for 20+ hours.
It has to be noted that the tests that were run in week two were run in a reaction chamber that was showing signs of severe oxidation of the Cathode which resulted in the reaction between the two electrode becoming less efficient as the conductivity of the Cathode reduced as the Oxidation of the Aluminium increased.

[bookmark: _Toc514069631][bookmark: _Toc514765233]Figure 107 : Aluminium Content Dry Sample
The Aluminium content of the week one test one dry waste sample was much higher than the other dry samples, this may have been caused by the reactor producing a layer of aluminium oxide prior to the testing began and resulted in the first test absorbing a greater amount than the other tests.

[bookmark: _Toc514069632][bookmark: _Toc514765234]Figure 108 : Aluminium Content Wet
The aluminium content of the wet samples which were expected to contain more aluminium due to the liquid drawn out of the waste during the reaction was to run down the aluminium cathode and some degree of mixing was occurring. From the wet sample graph for aluminium content the highest values were week 1 test five and week 2 test five with week one test five running for a period of 68 hours which was a test completed over the course of a weekend at a current of 1 amp, week two test five was run for ninety minutes at a current of 4 amps which saw a Al content in the XRF analysis of 1230 ppm compared to 1790 for week one test five. This provides some evidence that the rate of Aluminium oxidation at the cathode is directly related to the electric field strength and the flow of current in the reaction chamber.

[bookmark: _Toc514069633][bookmark: _Toc514765235]Figure 109 : Iron Content Dry

[bookmark: _Toc514069634][bookmark: _Toc514765236]Figure 110 : Iron Content Wet
The Iron content of the dry waste samples were far greater than the Iron contents of the liquid samples, this is evidence to confirm the H-S theory as the sacrificial anode gives up iron ions during the electro kinetic dewatering process, these ions are then available to migrate in the fluid that is drawn towards the Cathode.
During Migration of the fluid from the Anode towards the Cathode the Iron ions which have mixed with the fluid are transported towards the Cathode with the fluid, this transportation through the pores of the solid waste is likely to cause the iron ions to become trapped in the pores that the fluid passes through. As the dewatering process continues the pores that the liquid travels through constrict as a result of the increasing pore pressure caused by the removal of liquid, the iron ions velocity will decrease as the passage through the pores requires greater amounts of pressure energy to migrate, this then results in the iron ions depositing in the dry sample, evidence of this is seen by the high iron content in the dry waste. 


[bookmark: _Toc512948303][bookmark: _Toc513036741][bookmark: _Toc513121999][bookmark: _Toc513194631][bookmark: _Toc513227496][bookmark: _Toc514765163]Reactor (Group)
Once the inside Anode was washed and thoroughly dried from the final tests. The Anode was then inspected, and it was found that the middle part of the Anode was worn off more compared to the bottom end of the Anode. 
[image: ]	




[bookmark: _Toc514069635][bookmark: _Toc514765237]Figure 111 – The Anode



It was believed that, this may have occurred because the bottom end of the Anode was sealed to prevent the slurry from entering the inside the Anode. It was assumed that the layers of the anode were removed due to oxidation reaction occurring which deteriorate the electrode.
[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069636][bookmark: _Toc514765238]Figure 112 - The Anode & Seal cap off











[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069637][bookmark: _Toc514765239]Figure 113 - The Anode & Seal cap on












By adding the seal cap on the bottom of the Anode we managed to prevent the base of the Anode to deteriorate completely and combine with the dry slurry. When compared with the old Anode, the new Anode was corroded far more after final stage of testing as shown in the Figure below.
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[bookmark: _Toc514069638][bookmark: _Toc514765240]Figure 114 - Old Anode Vs New Anode

[bookmark: _Toc514765164]Cathode deteriorating (Group)
Although, the top of the reactor was sealed with a plastic bag to capture the evaporated water, it was found that the tape could not prevent some of the water escaping down the side of the reactor. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069639][bookmark: _Toc514765241]Figure 115 - System Sealed with Duct Tape
After undertaking the final test, it was found that the sides of the reactor were slightly expanded. At first it was though that the heat produced from the reactor may have caused the swellings. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069640][bookmark: _Toc514765242]Figure 116 - System without Duct Tape
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069641][bookmark: _Toc514765243]Figure 117 - System Swelling
At this point we wanted to discover the cause of this swelling. The first attempt was to press the swelling to find out, if there was any liquid inside the swelling. However, it was found that there was no liquid inside the swelling.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069642][bookmark: _Toc514765244]Figure 118 - System Swelling on the Right
The next step was to peel off the outer cover of the reactor to discover the exact cause of the swellings. Once the outer cover was peeled off, a hole was found on the side of the reactor. It was thought to remove cover completely and in doing so, another hole was found almost at an identical place to the first hole. This discovery also explained the reason some dry white substance was found along with the slurry.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069643][bookmark: _Toc514765245]Figure 119 - Hole in the System
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc514069644][bookmark: _Toc514765246]Figure 120 - Another hole on the opposite side of the system

Looking down inside the system, it was clear that the system (cathode) started to deteriorate. This also explained why there was small sounds of crackling while the tests were conducted and even during the cleaning process. 

[image: ][bookmark: _Toc514069645][bookmark: _Toc514765247]Figure 121 - Inside the system (Cathode)
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[bookmark: _Toc514069646][bookmark: _Toc514765248]Figure 122 - Shining light through the deteriorated hole


[bookmark: _Toc514765165]Conclusions
[bookmark: _Toc513036742][bookmark: _Toc513122000][bookmark: _Toc513194632][bookmark: _Toc513227497][bookmark: _Toc514765166]Conclusion
To conclude, the issues that were present in the 2016-17 reactor were solved. By introducing a gravel filer in-between the bottom of the anode and the mesh filter, and adding a cap to the bottom of the anode, the slurry was uniformly distributed across the entire reaction chamber resulting in a significantly higher percentage of the batch undergoing the reaction.
This has been proven by comparing the best result from the previous reactor to the best result from the new design. Last year 307ml was drained in 3200 minutes, this year 430ml was drained in 1330 minutes, which is a 40.06% in water drained and was achieved in 58.43% less time. The power consumption was also improved as the reactor was powered for less time to acquire a greater yield. After 30 Watts have been consumed over 90 minutes, a total of 225ml was collected compared to an amount of 49.3ml from last year, resulting in a 456% increase in efficiency.
With the improved efficiencies that were gained this year, additional issues arose with the reactors design. Most notably the exhaustion of the Aluminium Cathode which eventually eroded to such an extent that the liquid removed during the dewatering process was passing through the external wall of the reactor and was collecting around the base of the Anode.
The collection of the foam that was produced during the dewatering process at lower amperage was produced in a volume that was manageable compared to the amount of foam that was produced during the tests run at higher amperages, with the higher amperage tests foam leaking from the collection bag.
The XRF results confirm the predictions of the H-S theory that the electro osmotic velocity of the particles that are present in the waste will be in the direction of the Cathode. From the XRF analysis the dry waste absorbed greater amounts of the iron ions, which were released as part of the electro kinetic dewatering reaction this indicates the movement of the water migrated in the direction from the Anode towards the Cathode, this is also confirmed by the high Aluminium content of the liquid waste that was produced. As the dry waste did not contain the high level of Aluminium that was measured in the liquid waste it can be predicted that the liquid that was removed had passed over the Cathode and exited the reactor through the media filter and then through the membrane.
The presence of the pH gradient in the dry waste that was collected also showed evidence that the H-S theory was correct and with the dry waste at the Cathode having a pH of around 8 and the pH of the waste near the Anode having a pH of around 6.8. The presence of the pH gradient also provides evidence that the waste that is processed has the potential to be used form multiple purposes if separated, with the potential of increasing the value of the processed waste as fertilizers for different uses.
In addition to developing an improved reactor, a complete control system was designed which can be carried out, implemented and iterated upon for future reactor designs. A complete schematic diagram as well as PCB design was developed which shows all the necessary components to allow for the circuit to function. Similar components can be used as substitutes in the event that the component is no longer available.
The feasibility studies carried out for Hydro, Solar and Wind have shown that from all the possible renewable energy sources that could be used to power the reactor, Hydro was the most achievable as there was a nearby river source with a flow rate of up to 250ms-3, of which 10% could be extracted using a 20-30 Kw turbine, and would cost around 110,000 to 165,000 USD. This would provide an ample amount of power for a scaled up version of the improved reactor which could be used commercially to continuously dewater large amount of cow slurry.
 
[bookmark: _Toc513036743][bookmark: _Toc513122001][bookmark: _Toc513194633][bookmark: _Toc513227498][bookmark: _Toc514765167]Reflection
There are several positive aspects which can be taken away from the project. This includes learning how to adapt our different backgrounds and skillsets to an unfamiliar task as well as gaining knowledge about a new field of work. The experience gained from working alongside Power&Water as well as seeing the problem first-hand at Gelli Aur farm has been valuable and has helped us understand the research that was necessary. All the research conducted has also helped us gain a good understanding of the field and in the end, has allowed us to develop an improved design which meets expectations.
There was also some negative aspects of the project which did not go as planned. This includes the final reactor design not completely matching the intended initial design as the moisture collected was done using an inefficient method. The diameter of the base tank was also decreased and was used to create the gravel filter instead of allowing for more slurry to be stored in the reactor. Also, the reactor was still used to dewater batches of slurry rather than changed to become a continuous process along with installing a second chamber for storing slurry before being moved to the reactor. This would have been done using a compressed air system, which would also require additional materials for implementation.

[bookmark: _Toc513036744][bookmark: _Toc513122002][bookmark: _Toc513194634][bookmark: _Toc513227499][bookmark: _Toc514765168]Future Improvements
Design the initial idea 
There is still room for improvement for the project. Initial, we had several ideas of improving the system and these were:
· Extending the base of the reactor 
· Adding water on top of the sand filter 
· Slurry feeding Tank
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Extending the base of the reactor
 The idea of extending the reactor was thought of to ensure there was enough space for the water to sit on top of the filter and enough space to feed the slurry into the reactor.
Water
The idea of adding fresh water in the system is to ensure that the sand filter was kept clean and also to backwash the filter. An additional water tank would be require to level out the water on top of the filter.

Slurry Tank
 Another idea that was thought of was to have a small tank filled with slurry and use the forces of pressure to pump the slurry into the system.
Design a continuous process 
Another way of improving the system would be to have a continuous process rather than having a batch system. Having a continuous system would be more desirable because it saves time, energy, operation costs and also increases the productivity. 
Control system on the system  
A control system could be used to control the flow of slurry that is fed into the system and also control the entire system remotely without physically switching the system on or off.
Powering the system using renewable energy 
Testing the system using renewable energy would be another future improvement for the system. The entire system could be powered using photovoltaic and several tests could be carried to 
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Test 3- 4A - 195mm Gravel
Volume (ml)	0	30	60	90	120	150	180	1310	0	200	210	225	240	250	290	390	Time (Minutes)

Volume (ml)


Test 4 - 3A - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand
0	30	60	80	90	105	120	130	155	180	210	216	1330	0	74	92	105	118	122	130	138	158	182	198	204	390	Time (Minutes)

Volume (ml)


Test 5 - 1A- 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand
0	16	36	67	83	91	111	121	4113	0	52	112	118	118	122	122	125	400	TIme (Minutes)

Volume (ml)


Test 1 - 145mm Gravel - 2A	0	46	85	115	145	175	1325	0	0	75	85	95	100	215	Test 2 - 195mm Gravel - 2A	0	30	60	90	120	1290	1290	0	80	90	100	110	355	380	Test 3 - 195mm Gravel - 4A	0	30	60	90	120	150	180	1310	1310	0	200	210	225	240	250	290	390	420	Test 4 - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand - 3A	0	30	60	80	90	105	120	130	155	180	210	216	1330	1330	0	74	92	105	118	122	130	138	158	182	198	204	390	430	Test 5 - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand - 1A	0	16	36	67	83	91	111	121	4113	4113	0	52	112	118	118	122	122	125	400	410	Time (Minutes)


Volume (ml)




 2017 - Test 1 - 0.5A - 5V	0	30	60	90	120	1011	1280	1522	2539	2743	3778	3899	0	19	24	27	30	111	128	140	158	161	166	166	2017 - Test 2 -1A -10V	0	928	974	1034	1089	1274	2477	2767	3787	4127	4460	4520	0	31	32	33	34	37	295	307	314	316	321	321	2017 -Test 3 - 1.5A -10V	0	30	60	90	217	324	384	414	1425	1485	1514	1551	1581	1621	1644	1666	1826	1881	1919	1951	1985	2015	2866	2933	3138	3166	0	24	38	49	138	175	204	210	279	281	282	283	284	285	286	286	289	290	291	292	293	293	304	304	308	308	 2017 - Test 4 - 2A - 5V	0	30	60	250	295	322	1282	1470	1609	1611	1650	1673	1725	2722	2782	0	35	45	84	93	109	252	261	261	261	261	262	262	267	267	2017 - Test 5 - 1A - 3-18V	0	30	60	90	924	982	1011	1052	1105	1128	1211	1268	1306	1340	2358	2804	0	40	47	55	229	233	234	236	238	239	243	246	247	249	262	263	2017 - Test 6 - 1A - 4.19-10V	0	158	205	238	1292	1397	1430	1458	1514	1583	1640	1730	1801	1834	2793	2867	0	25.4	28.3	30	108	127	136	140	150	161	167	177	186	190	311	311	Test 1 - 145mm Gravel - 2A	0	46	85	115	145	175	1325	0	0	75	85	95	100	215	Test 2 - 195mm Gravel - 2A	0	30	60	90	120	1290	1290	0	80	90	100	110	355	380	Test 3 - 195mm Gravel - 4A	0	30	60	90	120	150	180	1310	1310	0	200	210	225	240	250	290	390	420	Test 4 - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand - 3A	0	30	60	80	90	105	120	130	155	180	210	216	1330	1330	0	74	92	105	118	122	130	138	158	182	198	204	390	430	Test 5 - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand - 1A	0	16	36	67	83	91	111	121	4113	4113	0	52	112	118	118	122	122	125	400	410	



Test 1 - Gravity - 195mm Gravel
Test 1 - Gravity - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	10	10	11	15	15	15	16	16	20	Test 2 - Gravity - 145mm Gravel - 70mm sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	8	10	10	10	10	12	15	15	15	Test 3 - 2A - 145mm Gravel - 70mm Sand		0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	42	47	51	57	60	61	65	65	78	Test 4 - 2A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	76	76	77	82	82	90	91	91	Test 5 - 4A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	55	57	57	62	75	80	86	105	127	Test 6 - 4A - 145mm Gravel -  70mm Sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	71	76	80	85	89	91	95	97	TIme (Minutes)

VOlume (ml)


Test 2 - Gravity - 145mm Gravel - 50mm sand
Test 2 - Gravity - 145mm Gravel - 70mm sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	8	10	10	10	10	12	15	15	15	Test 1 - Gravity - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	10	10	11	15	15	15	16	16	20	Test 3 - 2A - 145mm Gravel - 70mm Sand		0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	42	47	51	57	60	61	65	65	78	Test 4 - 2A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	76	76	77	82	82	90	91	91	Test 5 - 4A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	55	57	57	62	75	80	86	105	127	Test 6 - 4A - 145mm Gravel -  70mm Sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	71	76	80	85	89	91	95	97	TIme (Minutes)

VOlume (ml)


Test 3 - 2A - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand	
Test 3 - 2A - 145mm Gravel - 70mm Sand		0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	42	47	51	57	60	61	65	65	78	Test 1 - Gravity - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	10	10	11	15	15	15	16	16	20	Test 2 - Gravity - 145mm Gravel - 70mm sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	8	10	10	10	10	12	15	15	15	Test 4 - 2A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	76	76	77	82	82	90	91	91	Test 5 - 4A - 215mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	55	57	57	62	75	80	86	105	127	Test 6 - 4A - 145mm Gravel -  70mm Sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	71	76	80	85	89	91	95	97	TIme (Minutes)

VOlume (ml)


Test 4 - 2A - 195mm Gravel

0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	76	76	77	82	82	90	91	91	Time (Minutes)


Volume (ml)



Test 5 - 4A - 215mm  Gravel

pH at Anode 	pH at Cathode	Moisture at top 	Moisture at bottom	Vol in Condensation bag	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	1155	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	1155	0	55	57	57	62	75	80	86	105	127	336	TIme (Minutes)


Volume (ml)



Test 6 - 4A - 145mm Gravel -50mm Sand

Notes	145mm	4A	70mm	1100ml	End Voltage	End Current	pH at Anode 	pH at Cathode	Moisture at top 	Moisture at bottom	Vol in Condensation bag	85	89	91	95	97	50	60	70	80	90	13:40	13:50	14:00	14:10	14:20	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	71	76	80	85	89	91	95	97	Time (minutes)


Volume (ml)



Test 1 - Gravity - 195mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	10	10	11	15	15	15	16	16	20	Test 2 - Gravity - 145mm Gravel - 50mm sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	8	10	10	10	10	12	15	15	15	Test 3 - 2A - 145mm Gravel - 50mm Sand		0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	42	47	51	57	60	61	65	65	78	Test 4 - 2A - 195mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	76	76	77	82	82	90	91	91	Test 5 - 4A - 195mm Gravel	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	55	57	57	62	75	80	86	105	127	Test 6 - 4A - 145mm Gravel -  70mm Sand	0	10	20	30	40	50	60	70	80	90	0	50	71	76	80	85	89	91	95	97	TIme (Minutes)


VOlume (ml)




Aluminium Dry

Al	W1T1 Dry	W1T2 Dry	W1T3 Dry	W1T4 Dry	W1T5 Dry	W2T3 Dry	W2T4 Dry	790	75.2	444	263	526	140	51.6	Sample


ppm



Aluminium Wet 

Al	W1T1 Wet	W1T2 Wet	W1T3 Wet	W1T4 Wet	W1T5 Wet	W2T3 Wet	W2T4 Wet	W2 T5 Wet	W2 T6 Wet	35.5	371	951	667	1790	939	221	1230	26.2	Sample


ppm



Iron Dry

Fe	W1T1 Dry	W1T2 Dry	W1T3 Dry	W1T4 Dry	W1T5 Dry	W2T3 Dry	W2T4 Dry	665	3360	1830	2680	3270	1370	910	Sample


ppm



Iron Wet 

Fe	W1T1 Wet	W1T2 Wet	W1T3 Wet	W1T4 Wet	W1T5 Wet	W2T3 Wet	W2T4 Wet	W2 T5 Wet	W2 T6 Wet	8.11	17.3	15.5	2.87	5.39	6.29	9.31	2.62	5.48	Sample


ppm



Test 1 - 2A - 145mm - 500ml Charge Water
Volume (Excl Charge Water(ml)	Tap open

0	46	85	115	145	175	1325	0	0	75	85	95	100	215	Time (Minutes)

Volume of SLurry Water (ml)


Test 2 - 2A - 195mm Gravel
Volume (ml)	0	30	60	90	120	1290	0	80	90	100	110	355	Time  (Minutes)

Volume (ml)
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High-Performance RISC CPU

+ Only 35 Instructions to Learn:
- Al single-cycle instructions except branches.
+ Operating Speed:
- DC - 20 MHz oscillator/clock input
- DC - 200 ns instruction cycle
+ Interrupt Capability
+ 8-Level Deep Hardware Stack
+ Direct, Indirect and Relative Addressing modes.

‘Special Microcontroller Features

+ Precision Internal Oscillator:

- Factory calibrated to 1%

- Software selectable frequency range of
8MHZ to 31 kHz

- Software tunable

- Two-Speed Start-up mode

- Crystal fail detect for critical applications

- Clock mode switching during operation for
power savings

Power-Saving Sleep mode

Wide Operating Voltage Range (2.0V-5.5V)

Industrial and Extended Temperature Range

Power-on Reset (POR)

Power-up Timer (PWRT) and Oscillator Start-up.

Timer (OST)

Brown-out Reset (BOR) with Software Control

Option

+ Enhanced Low-Current Watchdog Timer (WDT)

with On-Chip Oscillator (software selectable

nominal 268 seconds with full prescaler) with

software enable

Multiplexed Master Clear with Pull-up/input Pin

Programmable Code Protection

High Endurance Flash/EEPROM Cell:

- 100,000 write Flash endurance

- 1,000,000 write EEPROM endurance

- Flash/Data EEPROM retention: > 40 years

Program Memory Read/Write during run time

In-Circuit Debugger (on board)

Low-Power Features

+ Standby Current:
- 50 nA @ 2.0V, typical
+ Operating Current:
- 11 yA @ 32 kHz, 2.0V, typical
- 220 yA @ 4 MHZ, 2.0V, typical
+ Watchdog Timer Current:
- 1uA @ 2.0V, typical

Peripheral Features

24/35 1/O Pins with Individual Direction Control:
- High current source/sink for direct LED drive
- Interrupt-on-Change pin
- Individually programmable weak pull-ups
- Ultra Low-Power Wake-up (ULPWU)
+ Analog Comparator Module with:
- Two analog comparators
- Programmable on-chip voltage reference
(CVREF) module (% of Vop)
- Fixed Voltage Reference (0.6V)
- Comparator inputs and outputs externally
accessible
- SR Latch mode
- External Timer1 Gate (count enable)
« AID Converter:
- 10-bit resolution and 11/14 channels
‘Timer0: 8-bit Timer/Counter with 8-bit
Programmable Prescaler
« Enhanced Timer1:
- 16-bit timer/counter with prescaler
- External Gate Input mode
- Dedicated low-power 32 kHz oscillator
« Timer2: 8-bit Timer/Counter with 8-bit Period
Register, Prescaler and Postscaler
Enhanced Capture, Compare, PWM+ Module:
- 16-bit Capture, max. resolution 12.5 ns
- Compare, max. resolution 200 ns
- 10-bit PWM with 1, 2 or 4 output channels,
programmable “dead time", max. frequency
20 kHz.
- PWM output steering control
Capture, Compare, PWM Module:
- 16-bit Capture, max. resolution 12.5 ns
- 16-bit Compare, max. resolution 200 ns
- 10-bit PWM, max. frequency 20 kHz
+ Enhanced USART Module:
- Supports RS-485, RS-232, and LIN 2.0
- Auto-Baud Detect
- Auto-Wake-Up on Start bit
In-Circuit Serial Programming™ (ICSP™) via Two
Pins.
Master Synchronous Serial Port (MSSP) Module
supporting 3-wire SPI (all 4 modes) and PC™
Master and Slave Modes with I°C Address Mask
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Specifications

Technical Specifications for PR2/4 and PR2/6

Volumetric soil moisture content, 8y (m3.m or %vol.)

Measurement "
or mV or permittivity.
Range Accuracy specified from 0 to 0.4 m3.m™3,
9 Full range is from 0.0 to 1.0 m3.m3
3 3 o after soil specific
+0.04 m>m3, 0to 40°C calibration
Accuracy

with generalised soil

3 m3 °
+0.06 m°m™, 010 40°C calibration in 'normal' soils

Salinity errors

Included in above figures (50 to 400 mS.m"")

Soil sampling
volume

Vertically: ~95% sensitivity within +£50mm of upper ring
of each pair.

Horizontally: ~95% sensitivity within a cylinder of radius
100mm.

Environment

0 to 40°C for full accuracy specification,
—20 to 60°C full operating range.

requirement

P67 rated

Stabilisation Full accuracy achieved within 1s from power-up.
7.2t0 16 VDC

Power

720 mW (awake),
< 60mA at 12 VDC (awake), 0.4 mA at 12V (asleep)

Output SDI-12
Cable 5-core screened. Maximum length: 60m
Construction 25.4 mm polycarbonate tube with pairs of stainless
material steel rings
Size / weight PR2/4 length: 750 mm Weight: 0.6 kg

9 PR2/6 length: 1350 mm Weight: 0.95 kg

*using cables supplied by AT
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