5.0 - Findings and Conclusion

5.1 - Introduction
Throughout this project, the previous chapters have detailed and explained the topic by going through the various sections being the introduction, the literature review, to the research methodology and then the creation of the questionnaire to which an analysis of results was developed to highlight the quantitative and partially qualitative data. There are many themes seen throughout the data that have been gathered from the thirty participants that are within an active frontline role. These will be detailed as well as any contrasting answers that may differ from the research that was gathered in the literature review. A conclusion will also be incorporated within this chapter to highlight any issues that may have arisen within the data I have developed as well as displaying any issues that appear from the participants perspective to the project topic of preventing drug crimes. The conclusion will also highlight whether further academic research would be necessary for this topic should there be any gaps within the literature.


5.2 - Project Objectives
The project research was based around the following objectives:
1 - To get a better understanding of how the community are affected by the impact of drug offences through county lines.
2 - To study the current methods used by police in England and Wales to prevent/deter drug offences.
3 - To develop new ideas and study other methods that may be more suitable for police to use to prevent drug offences.

These objectives have been met through the completion of the literature review which was able to identify any gaps relating to information about police forces management of drug crimes which allowed the gaps to be filled by the data received from the participants completion of the questionnaire provided. Although information was gathered from active police staff, this was only gathered from participants in Gwent Police which is a Police Force in South Wales. This means that objective 2 was not fully completed as further data could have potentially been gathered from other forces within Wales and England however this proved difficult due to lack of contact information for Police officers within other Police Forces.


5.3 - Results findings
Based on the overall data that has been gathered through the literature review and results from the questionnaire, it is clear that there are many methods that are used within a policing role to prevent and detect drug crimes however it is noted that a majority of respondents believe that it is necessary for further training with the methods that are currently in place. It is also clear that there are many differing opinions on the matter of drug crimes within a policing context as well as what the perceived effects are on the community. 
The first four questions within the questionnaire aren’t extremely important in regard to the evaluation and management of the data that has been gained from the respondents but just allowed for an overall understanding of what type of police member was completing the questionnaire.

5.3.1 – Survey question 5 - How satisfied are you with your knowledge and understanding of drug crimes?
The data seen within these findings show that the majority of Gwent Police members that participated in the questionnaire are ‘Satisfied’ and the second most selected option is shared by ‘Very satisfied’ and ‘Somewhat satisfied’. As a general result across the board, the results are all within the ‘Somewhat satisfied’ to ‘Very satisfied’ side of the graph with only two participants selecting other options being ‘Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied’ and ‘Somewhat dissatisfied’. The results would suggest that the training the participants have been involved in is satisfactory meaning that this shows the effectiveness of police members and their ability to enforce the drug laws. 

5.3.2 – Survey question 6 – How satisfied are you with the training you have received about drug offences and drug use?
The data retrieved from this question highlights that the majority of participants, like the previous question have selected that they are ‘Satisfied’ with the training they have received relating to dealing with drug offences. This question links in with the previous question and the results are very similar with minimal differences. As seen within the data, only few people are ‘Very satisfied’ with their training and only one participant has selected an option within the ‘Dissatisfied’ sections. It is interesting that the results are leaning towards the middle of the table which may suggest that training might need to be improved to increase the number of satisfied officers in regard to the training they receive which would in turn, increase the number of satisfied officers within question five.

5.3.3 – Survey question 7 – What percentage of incidents have you been to where you believe drug use has occurred?
The data gathered within this question was interesting to see as the majority of participants have selected the ‘40% - 50%’ option and the ‘70% – 80%’ option. There were two categories left unselected being ‘80% - 90%’ and ‘90% - 100%’ and very few participants selected the lower percentile options. Overall, the options between 40% - 80% were selected by 22 participants which is 73.33% of all participants. This shows drugs are still a prominent issue within the community due to the participants observations. These results can also vary in many ways depending on the participant. These variations may be due to the amount of incidents a person has dealt with. It may be due to the officers observation skills when dealing with incidents and can also vary as some towns and cities can be worse than others when it comes to drug use. The results may also vary due to the participants role within the police. Due to this, further research could be carried out where separate questionnaires could be sent to different covering areas and different departments which could establish more defining results.


5.3.4 – Survey question 8 – Do you currently like the disposal methods used by police relating to drug offences?
The data retrieved from this question displayed that 90% of participants have selected ‘Yes’ meaning that they currently like the disposal methods that are used by police relating to drug offences. The remaining 10% which equates to 3 respondents had selected ‘No’ and detailed what potential disposals Gwent Police could incorporate into the system and seen within all three participants details, ‘cannabis warnings’ were mentioned as a potential disposal method. ‘Cannabis warning’ were explained with the Analysis of results section (4.2.7). It is interesting that the majority of participants are happy with the current method disposals as the disposal methods currently in place require more work when it comes to finalising the offence.


5.3.5 – Survey question 9 – Do you believe that we have the most up to date technology and methods to target and prevent drug crimes?
The data gathered from this question shows that the majority of participants believe that Gwent Police use the most up to date technology and methods to prevent drug crimes however ten participants have selected that they aren’t satisfied with the technology and methods. The ten participants that stated they believed Police don’t have the most up to date technology and methods to prevent drug crimes suggested new technology and methods. The majority suggested that they want more officers to be trained and issued with ‘drug wipes’. These are essentially test kits allowing officers to do roadside drug tests to see if a person is under the influence. The other highly mentioned suggestion was for more officers to be able to ‘identify drugs’. This is interesting to see within the results as 33.33% of respondents are making these recommendations which may suggest that further methods and technologies should be issued within a policing role to prevent the drug crimes




5.3.6 – Survey question 10 – What impact do you perceive drugs to have on the community?
This question was a qualitative question and there are many interesting finds seen within the data. Throughout this data, there are many common themes within the responses provided by the participants. One common theme is that drugs are stated to have an impact on ‘public services such as police and health care’ meaning ‘money is being spent’ and making ‘public service’s less effective’. Another theme seen throughout the responses is linking the impact of drugs to ‘thefts’. 
ASB (Anti-social behaviour) is another impact detailed to have an effect on the community from drugs. ‘Criminal damage’ is a further theme highlighted within the responses. An additional theme that is displayed throughout all responses is the affect drugs will have on the community will be ‘negative’. All respondents have detailed negative effects of drugs to the community.
This was one of the main questions within the questionnaire as this has provided many opinions on the subject of the effects that drugs have on the community. Further research would be beneficial from this question although a lot of information was found, more information could be gathered by perhaps seeking opinions of the general public as this would provide an insight into how they feel drugs have an impact on the community.

6.0 – Conclusion and Recommendations
Overall, the data that has been gathered proves that drug crimes are still a prevalent issue from a policing perspective. Although the project was able to gather information relating to the effect drug use has on the community, this information may be better received through the perspective of non-police workers so my first recommendation would be to perhaps set up additional questionnaires specifically designed to gather a better insight into the views of the public in relation to the effects of drugs on the community.
It is also apparent that Policing still may need improving when it comes to the development of their skills, training, knowledge and technology to prevent and deter drug crimes. A further recommendation for the research would be to gather more information from a vast amount of Police Services throughout England and Wales. This would allow for a better understanding in regard to how drug crimes are dealt with and would also allow for a comparison in results. That would allow the researcher to potentially create a development plan for certain areas that may be lacking in the resources to battle with the war against drugs.
There are many recommendations to take from this project that have a risen through issues that have occurred whilst in completion. Some issues that developed through the course of the project are time restrictions, only allowing a certain amount of time for each section of the project to be completed. This meant that not all the envisioned responses from the questionnaire were met with only 30 responses when 50 responses were the envisioned amount. Further to the time frame, in place was a word count limit which suppresses some data that may have been beneficial to the project.



