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The Issue families facing in Redbridge
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Introduction
• What is community- “the people 

living in one particular area or 
people who are considered as a 
unit because of their common 
interests, social group, or 
nationality” (Cambridge 
Dictionary, 2023) 

•  It is important to understand 
communities so we can achieve 
development, which can help to 
gain a better community for the 
future and a better quality of life 
for the individuals in the 
community. 

(psychology Today, 2023)



Demography
• The London Borough of Redbridge 

is a community that was 
established in 1965. 

• It is a borough within the 32 
borough councils in the UK capital, 
London

•  The London Government Act 1963 
(Wikiwand, 2023)

• It is Located Northeast London

(Wikiwand, 2023)



Key Facts about Redbridge 
• Redbridge population was 

309,836 in the 2021 census, 
which is an 11.2% increase from 
the 2011 census.

• Around 55.5% of Redbridge’s 
population are born in England.

• Second place is people born in 
India with 7.6%, which increased 
since the 2011 census

• And with 5.2% of people who 
were born in Pakistan. (ONS, 2021)



Key Facts about Redbridge 
•  The most common Religion is 

Islam, with 31.3% of the 
residents

• And 30.4% of the residents who 
describe themself as Christian

• Redbridge had the highest fall in 
homeownership since the 2011 
census, dropping to 57.1 from 
63.3.

• The households with couples 
who live with dependent 
children increased from 23.3% in 
2011 to 25.3% in 2021.  (ons, 2021)



Child Poverty In Redbridge
• 12,290 children under 16 (19.8%) live in low-income families (2014)

• 30% of children in Redbridge are living in poverty (after housing 
costs). There is variation across the borough, with some areas having 
up to 43% of children living in poverty (2015)

• 80% of primary school children are known to be eligible for free 
school meals.

• Redbridge Foodbank distributed 3,138 emergency food parcels in 
2015/16 (1,738 adults & 1,400 children)

• 30% of jobs in Redbridge pay below the London Living Wage and are

• Therefore, they are classed as ‘low-paid’ jobs (Ambitious for Redbridge, 2017)



Child poverty is a global concern
• Poverty is when a person lives on less 

than $2,15 a day.

• Tackle down poverty is SDG, goal 
number one! End poverty by 2030. 
(United Nation, 2023)

• In England, 4.2 Million children living 
in poverty in 2021/2022 (Active for children, 
2023).

Need to break the cycle. 

(children international, 2023)



The problem with child poverty
• By Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, a 

person needs to fulfil all the stages 
in order to achieve self-
actualisation .

• With poverty child will lack

• Food, clothing, shelter- basic needs

• Personal security, health and 
resources like toys, Which 
breaching the Child article no’ 31 
“every child right to play” (thoughtco, 2023)



The importance of the community
• The Bronfenbrenner theory is 

one of the most popular 
theories that explains how the 
Social environment influences 
the Human development

• It has five different systems

• The Microsystem has the biggest 
impact. (Guy-Evans, 2023)

(Scott, 2016)



Legalisations and policy 

• Children Act 1989

• Children Act 2004

• Children and Social Worker Act 2017

• Children and Families ACT 2014

• Homelessness Reduction Act 2017

(Mussabayev, 2014)



Stakeholders involved

• Council

• Children centres

• Multi-agency

• Housing team

• Health visitors



Use of Digital media and technology for 
community development

• What’s App

• Facebook

• Baby and children groups

• (Dreamstime,2023)



Barriers

• Lack of affordable childcare

• Lack of flexible/hybrid  jobs

•  Mothers with young children finding it more difficult to find a job

• Expensive housing

• Lack of government  funding towards young working families

• Too much pressure on couples



Recommendation 

• Better childcare system so 
parents can work.

• Affordable housing

• Rise the Government 
poverty line

• Better, affordable family-
centred activities. 

• (dreamsteam, 2023)



Conclusion
• Poverty is a global issue

• Affecting everyone but 
breaking the cycle, children 
could have a better future

• Reducing single-parent 
households can help children’s 
mental and financial stability

• Having a supporting 
community can help to break 
the poverty cycle. 

(Edubirdie, 2023)
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