Research report exploring the representation and interpretation of a heritage site. 
By Rhys Clark
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Introduction
This report will look at the Vyne house in northern Hampshire Within the district authority of Basingstoke and Dean. The house has a substantial history going all the way back to the beginning of the 16th century and played a substantial role in the Tudor Period and was inhabited by two gentrified families All the way up to 1957 when it came in to the stewardship of the National Trust where it Has become a place for families, history enthusiasts and those interested in conservation of the English countryside. 
The main focus will look at ideas of class and how the Vyne house reinforces these ideas, not only when the house was originally being occupied by be written the original owners but also by the various serving staff that worked and operated within the houses environs. 
1:1 The Vyne
Vyne house as it stands today Is a mix of Tudor Palace or at least that which remains a Victorian/Edwardian design with classical inspiration as much of the outside Users decorative pillars with Corinthian designs. It is clear from the outside that the original house was much larger as the foundations can be seen sloping into the grass down towards the artificial River 	Comment by Rhys Clark: Need reference for archaeology 
1:2 History
the original house was built between 1500 and 1520 though there was originally a much earlier mediaeval farming how much in the area. The original purpose for it being built was for the Lord Sandys.

[bookmark: _Hlk46143673]The Sandys family became impoverished or nearly so in large part thanks to the English civil war during the middle of the 16th century and was later sold off to the first in the Chute family, Chaloner Chute who was at the time a politician As well as a practising barrister. 
It was at this time that the main house was reduced in size and was changed to fit the style of other grand houses of the time. Jaune web was commissioned to add many of the more Modern features at least for the time which included the classical editions in 1654. 
The Vine was owned by the Chute family for the entirety of the next few centuries up until the early 19th century though was used for other purposes such as after the Second World war becoming a girl’s boarding school. In the Second World war schoolboys from Kent were evacuated there. Most likely because of Kent because close proximity to the channel crossing. 
In 1956 upon the death of Sir Charles Chute, The ownership of the Vyne was transferred to the National Trust. the house and the surrounding area such as Morganton Woods has become an attraction for thousands of people in northern Hampshire and will likely continue to be so thanks to the efforts of volunteers. 	Comment by Rhys Clark: Reference
2:2 Analysis
Looking over the history of the house we can see a typical country home which was built for an affluent Noble family which descended into poverty through a mix of bad investments and political misjudgements and then sold off to another rich affluent  family. 
Who then in turn Because of the nature of society changing sold off the property to an organisation to maintain it and continue the history of the house and the people that gave it, its history? 
2:3 Evaluation
3:1 People and the Economic ladder 
People’s lives have always been Influenced by the position they hold in society. This doesn't mean that people are of themselves less worthy than another, but social contracts apply regardless. For instance, in a patriarchal society male child are more desirable an example of this can be seen in China, an alternative example is in militaristic society's strength and cunning are valued in leaders. When people have these views on life they influence every bit of their world and us it becomes almost inconceivable for an individual to change their status that life and society have placed these people in. 
It is possible for individuals in Society today to change their perceived status in society through a mixture of respect job and money however this would not have been possible or at least very unlikely in the world that existed when the Vyne was still occupied. The Vyne itself can be seen as a microcosm of society during the 19th century. those that own perhaps employee serves to maintain it while they themselves focus on Their own idle fantasies all the world outside of their property. 
4:1 The National Trust
The National Trust is one of the largest charitable organisations within the UK. the idea for the National Trust originally came from a upper class woman by the name of Octavia Hill And with the backing of Sir Robert Hunter and the cannon Hardwick Rownsley And over the past 125 years has helped to preserve and protect The English countryside and history (www.nationaltrust.org.uk)	Comment by Rhys Clark: Might sound to be a little bit to infaver get a source 
5:1 Grand Tours 
For much of history travel for the sake of travelling was a luxury and often only accessible to those with the money to do so. As it was only those that had the money to travel it was fashionable and traditional for men and women of affluent birth to go to the continent Of Europe and travel through the various different countries particularly Italy and Greece which was seen as the places to literally view the past and more often than not pick up a few souvenirs to display in their home. this is important because it allowed people going into their home not only visitors, but the servants and other artisans employed there to see the family’s wealth and prestige. the very visible indicators that people in these houses had the time and money to go on long trips into countries. 	Comment by Rhys Clark: source
5:2 Collections 
Following on from the previous chapter while on The Grand Tour souvenirs were often organised into private collections or sometimes cabinets of curiosity which were less like modern museums are today with their modern museology, however they did often have a form of typology whereby similar groups of objects were collected together. These collections were often just for idle curiosity for social classes that had the time to indulging such interests or it is simply because during the 18th and 19th century particular such collections were expected in houses belonging to families in the upper classes that owns such a state as the Vyne. In both these cases collections for people that could indulge their interests or because they wanted to show off that wealth this is a clear Hierarchical indicator. 
5:1 The House and how it shows Class between individuals 
This section Of the report will go through each section Of the house starting with the main entrance going around the house through several sitting rooms dining rooms, the lounge then going upstairs looking through small displays dedicated to the Chute family, back downstairs into the Chapel then out through the kitchen The servants quarters and then the servants exit and entrance.
5: The Main Entrance to the House 
observations on the House itself when first going towards it is that the National Trust once a one way flow through of visitors in order that is much of the house that is available to the public can be seen by the public without inadvertently bumping into other people by crossing one another’s path. The main door to the house is where guests or important dignitaries visiting the house The National Trust in this case or at least the people put in charge of curation Want to show the visitor where and how those individuals would enter the house affectively putting these individuals in the footsteps of not only the family that once owned it but also the people that they actually interacted with and were considered not only equal to them in a social sense but they may also have been Considered their social superior's. 
Upon entry into the building the visitor is greeted by an usher and other members of staff in order to provide information and direction when necessary. The overall impression That is given is that the person themselves is an important person Will someone of note to go through the big front door into the big ornate house, with people within that house whose job it is to pay attention to you , this may not necessarily be the intended atmosphere that the National Trust is trying to convey however that is the atmosphere that get projected, this may of course be human error in the observation.
The entrance Hall is dominated primarily by the stairs which was wrote off in certain sections to prevent inadvertent collision between visitors to the house. This whole area is the first impression of the house and it is extremely opulent showing a mixture of busts and statuary and bass reliefs. all of this is important because this is the first thing that visitors to the house actually see. The first impression of a place is often the one that is the most important and the one that people recall therefore be entry Hall has to be as opulent and impressive as possible the modern visitor This is because it allows the visitor to get an impression of how people in the past would have observed and experienced a house such as the Vyne. This is related to class because in a hierarchical system which we see in Britain even today everyone is trying to impress everyone else or trying to outdo everyone else by trying to impress a person’s relations friends or even social opponents with the property owned by the individual or the individuals family. In this case of the Vyne when the house was actually occupied and was fully organised and worked as an estate to be lived in Social status was everything if the people that owned the land wanted to be viewed favourably by society at large. So, the impression of affluence was imperative show the hallway at the entrance had to make a powerful first impression. 
5: Downstairs
The downstairs area that in this section of the report consists of the living areas of the family that owned the estate rather than areas largely occupied by the servants or other employees, is presented consists of several rooms each of which I'll set up to show a different facets of upper class British life.
The first room indicated burn individual to enter is portrayed as hey play area for children although for all intents and purposes it acts as a Gallery showing off various marble busts another Greco Roman statuary which were collected either from abroad by members of the family or at auction most likely on a Grand Tour a description of which can be seen above. 
As has been said above in both collections and the Grand Tour collections and display of said collection are important indicators of status and power as it denotes a level of wealth and time which is able to be expended on such luxuries. Furthermore, they are often integrated into rooms specifically designed to hold them or any random room that can be redesigned to do this. 
One of the most common denominators in each room is that the walls for the most part are completely covered in books. As with the case of the collections books are a sign of social status in order to impress other individuals of a similar class too the owners of the property however the ownership of books are indicators of not only wealth considering the historic expense of a book but it was also a sign of education, The ability to read was not a indicator necessarily of class as there were many well educated individuals such as clerks and priests who are not necessarily from particularly high society however depending on the amount of education a person is acquired or account or the accomplishments of an individual such as learning languages or a particular understanding of the natural Sciences such as biology now these are indicators of hierarchical class. The reason for this is it shows interest and hobbies to occupy oneself if they have the free time to indulge in these things and the ability and time to read books is an indicator of class. It must be said that although this is implied within the Vyne it was not overtly stated. 
5: Upstairs 
The upstairs of the house is dedicated to the Chute family at least during the late Edwardian and the first and Second World War as well as holding a complete family tree of the family right up until the late 1950s little bit beyond.
Where is much of the downstairs is dedicated to furniture and furnishings as well as the collections that the various owners of the property have acquired over the course of 400 years, the upper storey of the house is dedicated to the Chute family more specifically talking about the ancestry of the family while they were still living in the Vyne. The displays here mainly show personal effects relating to the 2nd and 1st world wars as well as other more personal facts such as pipes, glasses and other things which was less about class and more about living at the time lending a personal relatable appearance to the people who originally lived there so that the visitor to the Vyne are able to think of the people that lived in the houses will people just like the visit like the visitor.
One of the most dominating features on the upper floor is the Chute family tree. On first observation of the family tree the visitor sees that the family tree ends with the last individuals of the Chute family who actually lived in the house. These are the faces besides the paintings which adorn the walls that is the visitor associates with the house. All the personal effects in this part of the building belong to this family, This creates an illusion That these were the only people living in the house and from a certain point of view this is accurate but on the other hand there were others who operated within The environs of the house which the National Trust seems to have left out at least in this section of the house. The reason for this is that servants and other employees of the property owners spent more time on the lower floor then upstairs. This shows a class divide with the upstairs being devoted almost exclusively to the wealthy landowners and the downstairs where the employees of the family mainly operated. 
5: The Chapel 
The Chapel is located on the ground floor in the second half of the house it was originally commissioned at a time when Catholicism was the dominant religion of England. The Chapel was not for the public in general but specifically for the family and guests of the family who wish to attend mass and services which was and still is for many people essential.   
With an upper Gallery which was apparently installed specifically for the King which in this context would have been King Henry VIII with benches either side of the floor those still raised from the tiles. 
The private nature of the Chapel as well as the position of various seats within it particularly the Kings Gallery on the upper floor overlooking everyone else with a perfect view of the stained glass windows where is everyone on the ground floor have to turn their heads to gaze at the stained glass and to look at the priest. All of this is to show the status of power within a Chapel which is already accessible only to a select few so that the Lords and ladies within Know their place within the hierarchy of the period being depicted by the National Trust. 
[bookmark: _Hlk46148611]The Chapel is dominated however by a monument to Chaloner Chute with a life-sized statue of Chaloner Chute himself made of marble. Grave markers and monuments are important in Nearly every society going back even to humans’ earliest ancestors. It is also a marker of status in that the quality of workmanship the size and the materials used allow a long-lasting indicator to the world beyond death of the persons status in life. 	Comment by Rhys Clark: get evidence 
It also seems to serve another purpose because the Chute family did not originally own the Vyne the monument to Chaloner Chute solidifies claim of ownership in a symbolic manner. 
5: The Kitchen
After exiting the Chapel visitor enters into the areas and rooms that most of the servants would frequent when not attending too the family or guests within the house. This area is not particularly ornate it is designed for work and purpose and to a certain extent for the day to day lives of the employees of the house. These areas have much smaller Windows then the rest of the house and consequently the lighting is much poorer there are indicators of electrical lights and lamps but they seem to keep the light low. whether this is intentional or not can be debated either way but regardless the atmosphere is much different than the rest of the house smaller dimmer and much less hospitable especially compared to what the visitor sees when first entering the house with bright colour colours and interesting views. 
For the people that inhabited this area that worked in the house it was a job and therefore comfort was not a priority and that message is well pushed forward by the National Trust in the way they present this disparity between Areas within the Vyne’s house.
5: The Gift Shop and Exit 

Problems while collecting primary source information 
Many of the observations in this report were collected either through eyewitness evidence. The problem with this evidence is the fact that the evidence was collected during the Christmas Holidays. This affects the report quite substantially for three reasons; firstly as it was Christmas, when the information was being gathered, much of the decorations and themes where tailored towards the Holidays And although talking about Christmas in relation to class is a very important observation It is a subject in and of itself therefore was not the main focus of this report. 
The second reason was as it was winter, even with Christmas going on The intake of visitors to the Vyne was expected by the curators to be slow therefore renovations to many of the upper rooms where taking place and only selected rooms where open to the public therefore valuable data on the upper floor could not be collected. 
The third Issue is that over the past 50 years for various different reasons such as holidays, renovation and preservation etc, therefore it is very much the curator's that dictate which room is decorated and holds furniture or other collections which means that the material histories of each room may not be authentic in the strictest sense of the word though this is not a particularly large problem as the focus of this report is on how class and hierarchical structures are portrayed by the National Trust at the Vyne during December 2019. 
6 Conclusion
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