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Academic Scrapbook (1500) Words: With reference to classroom observation and practice, demonstrate an understanding of the effective application of three educational theories. Reference academic literature as appropriate.

Student Name: Sadie Elizabeth Lindsay

Evidently in society today and with the revolution and introduction of modern day technology; education and learning has become extremely valuable to an individual to progress and develop one’s knowledge, opinions and views successfully. Therefore, it is important to make sure that children are taught and learn effectively for them to reach one’s full potential; as is the opinion of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990, p.179) whom states, ‘parties recognize the right of the child to education and with a view to achieving this right progressively’. Through this academic scrapbook, the writer will be exhibiting classroom observations and practice whilst demonstrating an understanding of the effective application of three educational theories. 
The writer believes that education and learning transpires in many different forms that is individual to each learner; it may be by means of visual, auditory, kinaesthetic, reading and writing, logical, intrapersonal or social learning.  
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Subsequently it is often seen within the writers educational setting that teaching staff will try to incorporate as many of the various types of learning styles possible; therefore, complimenting and meeting the needs of all students. For instance, during a numeracy lesson an essential variety of learning styles were included within the lesson to best meet the wide variety of pupils needs in order to gain knowledge and learn efficiently. Firstly, the teaching staff initially began the lesson by discussing and detailing the learning objective (LO) re-enforcing direction, overall outcome, and feedback assessment. 
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followed by a warm up group bingo game. The bingo was to promote peer collaboration and discussion; to support problem solving.[image: ]
Soon after the warm up exercises students were divided into three smaller groups allowing all students to gain experience with all activities detailed within their success criteria; access to the class shop, writing out receipts, ICT money games whilst being encouraged throughout to use the Welsh language. 
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All activities within the lesson offered the students a varied active learning approach; such as the class shop offering a real-life situation to acquire understanding, writing receipts promoted problem solving abilities with peer interaction.
Finally, a conclusion to the activities is that of feedback and feedforward assessment; carried out firstly by the individual student, secondly by a peer and lastly by the class teacher. This enables both teacher and student to identify any advancements and to establish any areas of knowledge that may need to be supported further; consequently, leading to the analysis of which learning and teaching styles benefit the pupil foremost.
Educational settings have changed and adopted many differentiated teaching and learning practices over the years. Often the effective teaching practices seen within schools predominately transpire from research; mainly carried out by numerous diverse theorists into the principles of how knowledge is acquired and obtained.
Consequently, the writer has analysed and considered which of the numerous educational theories largely reflect and determine the effective applications and approaches used within their school setting.
Schools and educational settings provide a sociable environment in which children and individuals can learn and develop knowledge. What’s more teaching staff try to demonstrate and emphasize to the students the behaviours that are sociably acceptable. Therefore, the writer immediately and largely identified applications within a school setting with the social development theory of Vygotsky (1934), schema theory of Piaget (1936) and the social constructivist theory of Bruner (1957). Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a Russian Psychologist whose theory was based on cognitive development. Vygotsky (1934) believed that social interaction and one’s surroundings played central roles in a child’s learning. Another aspect of Vygotsky’s theory was that children also needed help from others to progress and evolve one’s understanding better referred to as the zone of proximal development. Although Vygotsky died at an early age leaving his theory incomplete, it is still one of the foundations of constructivism today. Constructivism is when an individual plays an active role in constructing one’s own knowledge and understanding; either through experience or reflection.  As has been noted previously the writer identified that educational facilities offer the social interaction and surroundings for evolving the knowledge of students. Through further reflection by the writer of Vygotsky (1934) it is apparent that through the teaching staff, effective application of learning strategies such as active-learning and Assessment for learning, and endorsement of interaction between pupils with differing abilities within the classroom that the second aspect of Vygotsky’s theory is also being implemented.
Jean Piaget a Swiss development psychologist also believed in cognitive development and disagreed with the notion that intelligence was fixed. Piaget (1936) as like Vygotsky believed that children developed from interaction with one’s surroundings, through active learning and from mixed ability groups. Jean Piaget however also had strong beliefs that cognitive development happened through independent exploration in four stages; sensorimotor 0-2 years, Pre-operational 2-7 years, Concrete operations 7-11 years and finally Formal operations 12 + years. Piaget (1936) theory detailed that children would go through the stage in the same order and would not be able to skip any one stage out. He also believed that some children may never develop to the later stages and that they did not need adult help to progress and develop as it was very much owing to independent exploration. Although the writer can recognize that Piaget (1936) theory would have an underlying foundation within educational settings based on social interactions with active learning in mind and mixed ability grouping amongst a student peers, the writer must disagree with the theory that it is primarily an independent inquiry scheme. Learning and Understanding takes place within educational settings as part of a collaboration between pupils and the assistance from others; be it adults or peers. Schools believe that through more able peers or teachers that children who may be novice with certain skills or knowledge will be supported effectively and therefore able to learn successfully. 
Another equally important theorist whom lay the foundations for children obtaining an active role within their learning and primarily concentrated on cognitive development is that of American psychologist Jerome Bruner. Bruner (1957) who’s social constructivist theory was principally based on an active learning process. Bruner (1957) suggests that an individual draw on existing knowledge to acquire new information and develop an understanding. Again, very similar in his theory too Vygotsky and Piaget; Jerome Bruner believed that children developed and learnt from social interaction with their environment. Also, he agreed with Piaget (1936) to some extent that development did occur in stages of which he detailed three main ways of how he believed information and knowledge was attained; firstly, by movement, secondly in the form of images and lastly by symbols such as language. As previously noted Bruner (1957) agrees with Jean Piaget to some extent with developmental stages but he did not agree with the concept that children could not proceed to another stage without first completing the stage they may currently be at. Subsequently opposing the concept of readiness that Piaget’s theory instilled, as he believed that stages although separate could also coexist. When stages co-exist, it encourages continuous learning and therefore represents the idea cognitive development can be advanced without the need to wait for a child to be ready before moving on. This area of Bruner’s theory is highly evident to the writer through teaching staff regularly reviewing student’s levels to plan and prepare lesson materials to meet the difficulty according to each individual’s needs., but also as teachers plan and encourage students to revisit certain areas of knowledge; subsequently ensuring that concepts are being grasped fully. Furthermore, Jerome Bruner agreed also with Vygotsky (1934) on many aspects. Both theorists emphasised that a child’s social environment was the main area for learning together with the theory that adults should play active roles to assist in the development of knowledge and understanding. Consequently, leading to the reason why teachers along with peers will assist when a student is visiting new areas of knowledge not already known and as the learner develops and builds the knowledge assistance will gradually fade away. Finally, another similarity between Bruner’s and Vygotsky’s theories was that of language; Bruner (1973) later went on to suggest that language can help to develop ones thinking. This scope of Bruner (1973) and Vygotsky (1934) theory is visible to the writer by means of literacy being heavily incorporated within each lesson by teaching staff based upon the notion and idea that language makes an individual think and subsequently help to increase knowledge. 
It is evident to the writer from drawing on classroom observations and practice that learning theorists play major roles in how teaching styles and classroom strategies have evolved and been implemented. The writer believes it is primarily the constructivism theories which lay the foundations for schools and educational settings. It is largely owing to the research into cognitive development why teaching staff try to incorporate as many differentiated types of learning to build and develop students learning experiences; whilst encouraging pupils to play active roles with one’s learning whereby it can allow them to gain knowledge and understanding to reach one’s full potential. 
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