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Pontardawe Community Profile 

Pontardawe is a small town located 9miles from the city centre of Swansea and sits within the Neath and Portalbot District.  

The population of Pontardawe has been increasing since the year of 2001. According to the Census done in 2001 the general population of Pontardawe was sat at 6,440, and after a new census in 2021 that population has increased to 7,169
The census has outlined that in 2021 21% of their general population was consisted of 0–17-year-olds and the larger community being 58% was consistent of 18- to 64-year-olds. 
According to the census Pontardawe has a large population of young people and teenagers.

Transport  
Upon visiting Pontardawe it was very clear that it has a fantastic connection with public transport and has regular bus’s that take you directly into the city of Swansea and surrounding areas. 
The average cost of a two-way trip sits between £7 and £8 making it cost effective for young people and others living within the Pontardawe ward.
There is also the option for a taxi, however this comes at a greater cost and is less likely to be used by young people. 

Health Facilities
Pontardawe has its own health clinic just 5 minuets outside of the town via foot. The Pontardawe Health Centre provides an excellent service, and is open 5 days a week from 8am to 6pm making it accessible for young people and others that live within the ward. The health centre is also run by the NHS meaning those who are entitled to free health care can have it.

Pontardawe has a total of two pharmacies, both of whom offer a range of different health products and advice from fully qualified pharmacists. These pharmacies are located in the centre of the town.  

Education 
There is a range of different schools within Pontardawe, all are located either in the town of on the outskirts of the town, each and all have a public transport system set up for the young people to get to and from school. 
For young people wanting to attend a college there is one located in Neath. The college has a range of different programmes available starting from foundation to level 3, including full time and afternoon classes. The college is accessible via bus and takes 20 to 30 minutes.  
The bus is provided by the college. 

Youth Services
This is where Pontardawe lacks, in total there is one Youth club that runs on a Friday from 6:00pm till 8:00pm. The Youth Club is located within the centre of the town, however during times when it is not open there are not many places for the young people to go during afterschool hours, or during the holiday season. 
There is an Art Centre, that hosts different events and every so often they may host something for the young people, such as the cinema or a pantomime, however that is where it stops. 
Overall, there are not a lot of services within Pontardawe that are accessible for young people, meaning they will need to travel into the local city of Swansea in order to participate in youth lead organisations such as the YMCA  or into Llansamlet for EVOLVE youth service. 

Shopping
Within Pontardawe there a variety of different shops, grocery stores, charity shops and restaurants. 
Just on the outskirts of Pontardawe there is also a large Tesco’s, Lidl’s, Home Bargains and Farm foods. 
There is no shortage of options for shopping, and most of the stores are affordable and accessible for young people.
However, because Pontardawe is a small town there are shops missing such as clothing stores, gaming stores and toy stores. These stores can however be found in the city of Swansea and are accessible via a regular bus service with the average cost of £7 to £8 for a day pass. 

Entertainment 
 Pontardawe has and Art Centre, that is used to host different events from, including their own cinema that is affordable and shows all of the new movies. 
There is also a load of great places to walk, and parks to play in each all of which are safe and located within the town.
Situated in Pontardawe is also Mammas Academy, an establishment that introduces boxing, kickboxing, Jujitsu and many other sporting activities. 


Conclusion
Overall Pontardawe has a lot to offer for young people in terms of shops, schools and health however, there is a massive lack in youth services within the area, and this is something that could be considered as an urgent need. 
There are various complaints by parents that their children have no where to go during the holidays and during afterschool hours, and others even complain that the young people are disturbing the peace. 
This is likely caused by the lack of facilities especially the lack of a youth centre. 

The information provided on the profile was gathered via the Census carried out in 2021, along with my own investigation and research by visiting the local town and talking with the Local Area Coordinator Kirsty Richards. 





