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Llanelli, a town rich in industrial history, but has declined since the 50’s, becoming a mere shadow of its former self. A town now most famous for The TATA Steel Works, The Millennium Coastal Path and The Wetlands Centre. Despite its fall from being the “biggest Tinplate producer in the world” (Welsh Town Tales – Part1) during the industrial revolution to becoming the largest town in Carmarthenshire, Llanelli is still a rather distinct town and area, still partially capitalising on it history as a giant in the 1800’s.


History
Llanelli’s distinctiveness and fame comes solely from its history, dating as far back as the 1700’s. Before the Industrial Revolution, Llanelli was “simply arable land with larger estates, small coal mines/outcrops on high ground and small and low level smelting”. (Julie Hannam, 2019) The first change occurred around 1700 – 50. This area was already a supplier of coal, which was of a high standard, but due to developments in machinery, more coal was needed. Couple this with the increased demand overseas for high quality coal, known as sea coal, and the need for coal was massive. This is where Llanelli shined, sitting on top of masses of coal. The coalfields that Llanelli sits on is trough shaped in structure, meaning that the coal seams slope downwards from northern and southern sides towards the middle, known as a ‘syncline’. 
By 1796, the first steam engine for dewatering colliery workings was installed in Llwynhendy, an area now known as Bynea. This was installed by the Rees family, and it allowed them to access more coal than before. Pencoed was home to the first metalworks and a tramroad was built to allow quicker transportation of coal to and from the pits to ports. 
Why was Llanelli such an important place? Why not London, or Birmingham or Cardiff? Lying underneath Llanelli is rich Bituminous coal, predominantly near to the estuary. This led to the development of tramroads, tidal canals and railways, all of which use bituminous coal. The masses of coal attracted investors, such as Alexander Raby, to the area. These investors poured money into Llanelli, creating work in the area. This extra work provided the means for more people to move into the area. This is what made Llanelli boom during the 1800s. 
Raby moved down from Cobham, after hearing of Llanelli’s fame in terms of coal and worked a ‘number of coal mines on the Stradey Estate, the three primary pits being Caerelms, Caemain and Caebad. Stradey was his primary base of operations and owned by the Mansel family, until 1808, when the estate was bequeathed to a Mr Thomas Lewis. Raby is most famous for “taking over the ironworks in 1796 and pushing the output to maximum during the French Wars, producing arms for the war effort.” llanellich.org 
Today
Llanelli is the largest town in Carmarthenshire, with a population of 49,591. It is situated on the Loughor estuary. As mentioned earlier, Llanelli used to be an industrial giant, it is now distinct for a completely new reason. Today, Llanelli is famous for its TATA Steel Works, The Millennium Coast Path and The Wetland Centre.
TATA Steel Works
TATA Steel in Trostre focusses primarily on Tin Plate. It is a subsidiary of TATA, who own over “20 different interests". (subsidiaries) The steel used in Trostre is initially worked in Port Talbot, then delivered via train to Trostre where it is worked into Tin Plate. TATA’s main customers include DSC, Crown France and Ardagh. The distinctive thing about the Trostre steel works is that all steel used must be recycled, they do not throw any steel away if it is usable. The only things TATA Steel has the Limestone and Iron Ore shipped from all over the world, notably from Peru and Australia. TATA Steel Works “employs around 600 people in Llanelli” (Nicola Jones, 2019), making them very important to the economy in Llanelli as it is a big employer. 

Millennium Coastal Path
The Millennium Coastal Path was created for the millennium and is a small coastal path about 7 miles long, starting at the Discovery Centre in Llanelli and ending in Pembrey Country Park. The path combines coastline and woodland and provides many different activities along the trail, such as the Discovery Centre at the route’s start point, the Millennium Coastal Park, a Nature Reserve, Sandy Water Park and Pembrey Park at the route’s end. Its distinctiveness is the paths simplicity and ease. Not many coastal paths are short and doable in one go, for example Pembrokeshire Coast Path stretches over a staggering distance of 186 miles, or Anglesey’s 124 miles. These paths also have lots of intersections onto main roads and towns. It is often described as “A tranquil green corridor offering superb views of the Gower Peninsula” (Sustrans.org)

The Wetland Centre
The Llanelli Wetland Centre was opened on April 17th, 1991 by Sir David Attenborough. It is a wetland conservation charity with over 25 years of history. The wetland centre is built over 500 acres of marshland. The area it sits on is a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest), a SPA (Specific Protection area), as well as a Ramsar Site, a wetland site recognised as having international importance under the Ramsar Convention, therefore making it a protected area of land that cannot be harmed in any way. The centre is home to over 50,000 wintering birds of over 1000 species from all 7 continents.  The distinct thing about the wetland centre is how it has used an unusable space to create a conservation centre. As mentioned earlier the site is a SSSI, therefore cannot be used for many other reasons. Sir Peter Scott, founder of WWT, the governing body of the wetlands centre summed up the importance of the wetland centre in this quote – “The most effective way to save the threatened natural world is to cause people to fall in love with it again, with its beauty and its reality” This is what the Wetland centre does, again and again you find something new to fall in love with.

Conclusion
Llanelli was once a giant, known all over the world as the largest manufacturer of tin plate in the world, and although it undoubtedly has fallen into disrepair since the 50’s, the area still boasts a few marvellous spectacles. These notably include The Millennium Coast Path, the WWT Wetlands Centre, making use of 250 acres of unusable marshland, and of course the TATA Steel Works, employing 300 people in the Llanelli area. These notable areas create a distinctness for Llanelli, giving the area a unique attraction when compared to other Welsh towns.
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