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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Service and Wellbeing Act Wales (2014) offers the legal foundation for enhancing the welfare of those in need of assistance and care. Part 7 of the Act, which consists of 11 parts, focuses primarily for safeguarding. The Welsh Government has released statutory safeguarding guidance, Working Together to Safeguard People, in conjunction with the Act (The Welsh Government, 2019). 

The SSWBA (2014) describes an adult at risk as ‘someone who is 18 or over, is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect’ and if someone has care needs and is unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect and are at risk of it. The SSWBA (2014) places a duty on all professionals to inform the local authority if they believe an adult is at risk. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures are relevant to both adults and children who are at risk of neglect and abuse. They outline the crucial roles and duties that practitioners must fulfil to protect individuals who are vulnerable to abuse and neglect. 

The Wales Safeguarding procedures assist practitioners in implementing the SSWBA and the statutory safeguarding guidance ‘Working Together to Safeguard People’. The need to protect adults at risk of abuse and neglect, is reflected in the SSWBA alongside the safeguarding guidance Working Together to Safeguard People. The procedures are founded on the same principles that underpin the SSWBA, whether they are protecting children from abuse, neglect, and harm or protecting adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect.

The main goal of the Working together to safeguard people procedures are to improve person-centred outcomes for adults at risk of abuse and neglect. There are other laws and guidelines acknowledged in the procedures The Domestic Violence (Women's Violence), Domestic Abuse, and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act of 2015 are some examples.

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) primary purpose is to promote, protect, and safeguard vulnerable people who may lack capacity to make certain decisions due to poor mental health. 
Other legislations that’s primary focus is to safeguard adults include The European Convention of Human Rights, particularly Articles 2,3,5,6 and 8. These are obligations that the governments have to protect people’s human rights and basic freedom (J. Dawson, 2024).

The Human Rights Act has 13 articles that outline people’s basic rights in law. However, there are 4 specific articles that are particular to safeguard vulnerable adults, article 2 protects the right to life. Article 3 is the freedom from inhumane treatment, article 5 is the right to liberty and security an article 8 is about the right to a private life. 

The United Nations Principles of Older Persons includes 18 principles that can be grouped into 5 themes, these all help protect older persons: independence, dignity, participation, self-fulfilment and care. 

Welsh Language Standards and the “More than Just Words” Framework is important as part of the assessment process, giving people the opportunity to speak in their chosen language, it’s important that this is embedded in practice by all professionals, (Welsh Government, 2022).

(Word count: 498)







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The legislative framework for adults and children in Wales is set by the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. The Working Together to Safeguard People procedures are founded on the same principles that underpin the SSWBA (2014), whether they are protecting children from abuse, neglect, and harm or protecting adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect. 

The concept of safeguarding involves preventing people and children from being abused or neglected, and educating the people around them how to recognise the signs (Social Care Wales, 2022). 

Children and adults can experience abuse and harm, however the main difference in safeguarding Children and Adults are the right to make choices. Children are considered highly vulnerable, as they depend on adults to meet their basic needs and safeguard them, this is the case for some elderly people too, however many elderly can make their own decision about their life, children rely on adults (Bagattini, 2019). This means that adults can give consent, and children rely on adults to give consent on their behalf. Despite this, the same safeguarding principles should apply to both. 

All adults are assumed to have capacity to make decisions on their life under the Mental Capacity Act (2005). Young persons over the age of 16 are included under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) too. However, children are presumed as lacking capacity and require a person with parental responsibility to make decisions on their behalf (The Children Act 1989). This being said, a young person can make a decision on their behalf if they are Gillick Competence. This was a legal case in the 1980’s that looked at whether Doctors could give contraception or advice to 16-year-old girls without parental consent (NSPCC, 2024). 

One of the main differences between adult and children safeguarding is that the guidance for children have set time frames and clear guidance in the legislation, policies and procedures, this is not the same for safeguarding adults. Despite both adults and children being protected from harm under the SSWBA. 

The SSWBA emphasise that it is the responsibility of the public and professionals to notify the local authority if they suspect a child is at risk of abuse or harm. The NSPCC (2003) also emphasis that everyone is responsible for safeguarding children. However, there is no such emphasis on this in terms of safeguarding adults, it states that it is the local authority’s responsibility if they suspect an adult is at risk of harm. This does not put any responsibility of other professionals to safeguard adults.

(word count: 421)
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