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Activity

Comment on your progress with 

finding an EIA report. Consider the 

following and report back to the group:

What EIA did you find? Was it 

hard to find? Briefly summarise 

its scope/purpose. 
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Introduction and 
History of the EIA

ACBA 7004  
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Last Week…

• Read the following: 

• Beatley (1989) 

Environmental Ethics 

and Planning Theory

• Select an EIA for your 

assessment

10/15/2024 5ACBA7004



Short history of EIA

• The Agricultural and Industrial revolutions resulted in the ability for humans to 

exceed the previous carrying capacity of the land

• Escaping ‘Malthusian checks’

• Populations exploded, resulting in increased pressure on the natural environment 

and its resources
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Short history of EIA

• Increased awareness of exploitation of 

the environment in the US (and elsewhere) 

and the impacts on nature and public 

health led to increased activism and 

environmentalism and development of 

‘Sustainable Development’
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Source: Allan E. Settle (1966) Public Opinion and Community Involvement, Journal of the Air 
Pollution Control Association, 16:9, 490-491



Short history of EIA
• US set up NEPA in 1969, first time agencies had to 

investigate and document potential impacts to the 

environment

- First time legislative action at federal level was required to 
consider the environment when conducting certain projects

- establishment of the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
- Regulations and guidance 

- First time policy included non-government stakeholders, 
specifically the public.

- A procedural process to guide decision-making for developers

-  An Environmental Assessment may need to be conducted

- An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) may need to be 
prepared
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“the 1970s absolutely must be the years when America pays its debt 
to the past by reclaiming the purity of its air, its waters, and our 

living environment.”



Short history of EIA

• Despite some early scepticism, the UK eventually took on the requirement for EIAs in 1988, under the 

European Commission.
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• Slow uptake of mandatory EIA’s 
between 1970 and 1985: 

• Canada in 1973, Australia and New 
Zealand in 1974, West Germany in 
1975, and France in 1976

• While they vary in scope and 
format, the requirement for an EIA 
has now spread globally.

Source: Glasson et al., 

2018



  EIA Definition

“a tool used to identify the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of a project prior to decision-making. It 
aims to predict environmental impacts at an early stage in 
project planning and design, find ways and means to reduce 
adverse impacts, shape projects to suit the local 
environment and present the predictions and options to 
decision-makers.” 

Source: Ling, Matthew A., et al. An Introduction to Environmental Assessment. UNEP, 2015.

Source: Convention on Biological Diversity. https://www.cbd.int/impact/whatis.shtml

“a process for identifying the positive and negative 
environmental effects of proposed developments. It applies 
to projects which are likely to have significant effects on the 
environment because of their nature, size or location. The 
developer submits the EIA report along with the proposal to 
the decision makers (e.g. the local planning authority if 
planning permission is needed), and the decision makers 
consider the EIA along with the plan when deciding whether 

to grant consent.

Source: NRW (https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-
sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-developers/environmental-

assessment)



Why EIA is 
important

• Reducing the burden of 

environmental impacts is 

necessary if development is to 

become sustainable. 

• These impacts are more complex, 

larger in scale and further reaching 

in their potential consequences 

than thirty years ago when EIA was 

first introduced. 

• As a result, EIA has become of ever 

increasing importance as a tool for 

development decision-making.
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Why EIA is 
important

• In practice, EIA is applied 

primarily to prevent or 

minimise the adverse effects 

of major development 

proposals, such as a power 

station, dams and reservoirs, 

industrial complexes, etc. 

• This process is also used as 

a planning tool to promote 

sustainable development by 

integrating environmental 

considerations into a wide 

range of proposed actions.
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Environmental 
crisis in the 
industrial 
economies

• 1952 “killer fog” kills 4,000 

in London

• 1963 Rachel Carson’s Silent 

Spring documents the 

negative effects of DDT

• 1966 Cayahoga River in 

Ohio catches fire
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Cuyahoga River burns in 1966 (3rd time). Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.

“30 Years of Environmental Progress,” USEPA, 2000.
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Evolution of EIA

• early 1970s — initial development

• 1970s to 1980s — increasing scope

• mid to late 1980s — process strengthening and policy integration

• mid 1990s — towards sustainability (SEA, Biodiversity)
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Regions Major Environmental Issues

Africa The continent has the world’s poorest and most resource dependent 
population. It carries the highest health burden due to severe 
environmental problems. These include desertification and soil 
degradation, declining food security, and increasing water scarcity.

Asia and 
Pacific

Rapid economic growth, urbanization and industrialization have 
helped in poverty alleviation but also increased pressure on land 
and water resources, widespread environmental degradation and 
high pollution levels. Mega- cities are a particular focus of 
environmental and health concerns. 

Eastern 
Europe and 
Central Asia

Despite progress with economic restructuring and environmental 
clean up, there is a legacy of industrial pollution and contaminated 
land during communist era. In many areas, emissions of 
particulates, SO2, lead, heavy metals and toxic chemicals continue 
to expose the residents to health risks. 

Latin 
America 
and the 
Caribbean

Approximately three-quarters of the population live in urban areas. 
Many cities are poor, overcrowded, polluted and lack basic 
infrastructure. The major environmental issue is the destruction of 
tropical forests and consequent loss of biodiversity, which is 
especially serious in the Amazon basin.
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Increasingly 
significant

CH2022 19
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What are the aims and 
objectives of EIA?

The aims and objectives of EIA can 
be divided into two categories. 

• The immediate aim and ultimate 
(long term) aim 

• The immediate aim of EIA is to 
inform the process of decision-
making by identifying the 
potentially significant 
environmental effects and risks of 
development proposals. 

• The ultimate (long term) aim of EIA 
is to promote sustainable 
development by ensuring that 
development proposals do not 
undermine critical resource and 
ecological functions or the 
wellbeing, lifestyle and livelihood of 
the communities and peoples who 
depend on them.
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Immediate 
objectives of EIA 
are 
To

• improve the environmental 
design of the proposal;

• ensure that resources are used 
appropriately and efficiently;

• identify appropriate measures 
for mitigating the potential 
impacts of the proposal; and

• facilitate informed decision 
making, including setting the 
environmental terms and 
conditions for implementing 
the proposal.
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Long term 
objectives of 
EIA are 
To:

• protect human health and safety;

• avoid irreversible changes and 

serious damage to the 

environment;

• safeguard valued resources, 

natural areas and ecosystem 

components;

  

  and

• enhance the social aspects of the 

proposal.
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Fundamental 
Approach to
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)

BASIC CONCEPTS OF EIA :

• EIA is an activity designed to 
identify and predict the impact of a 
project on bio-geo-physico-
chemical environment and on 
human health so as to recommend 
appropriate legislative measures, 
programs, and operational 
procedures to minimize the 
impact.
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• EIA is an exercise to be 

carried out before any 

project or major activity is 

undertaken to ensure that it 

will not in any away harm the 

environment on a short-term 

or long-term basis.

• Any developmental activity 

requires EIA to be done 

before executed to know the 

effect of a proposed 

development on the 

environment.
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EIA: 
Purpose

• To provide information for 

decision-making on the 

environmental consequences 

of proposed actions;                             

    

 and

• To promote environmentally 

sound and sustainable 

development through the 

identification of appropriate 

enhancement and mitigation 

measures.
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Benefits of EIA 
include:

• environmentally sound and sustainable 

design 

• better compliance with standards

• savings in capital and operating costs

• reduced time and costs for approvals

• increased project acceptance

• better protection of the environment 

and human health



The EIA processes 
in sequences of 
application.

 

ACBA 7004(UNEP, 2012)



Impact?
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In EIA, the term 

“impacts” is used 

instead of “effects 

of activities.”

What is an 

impact?
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What is an impact?

The impact of an activity is a deviation (a 

change) from the baseline situation that is 

caused by the activity.

To measure an impact, you 

must know what the 

baseline situation is.

!

The baseline 

situation is the 

existing 

environmental 

situation or 

condition in the 

absence of the 

activity.

The baseline 

situation is a key 

concept in EIA. 
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Environmental 
impacts (key words)

• type and nature

• magnitude

• extent

• timing

• duration

• uncertainty

• reversibility

• significance
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Environmental impact categories - Enviroscore (azti.es)

https://www.azti.es/enviroscore/en/environmental-indicators/


What is an impact?
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The impact of an activity is the change from the baseline situation caused by the activity.

The baseline situation is the existing 

environmental situation or condition in the 

absence of the activity.

The baseline situation is a key concept in 

environmental impact assessment. 

! To measure an impact, 

you must know what 

the baseline situation is.



The baseline situation

In characterizing the baseline 

situation, many environmental 

components MAY be of interest

Water Quantity, quality, reliability, 

accessibility

Soils Erosion, crop productivity, 

fallow periods, salinity, 

nutrient concentrations

Flora Composition and density of 

natural vegetation, 

productivity, key species

Fauna Populations, habitat

Special Key species 

ecosystems

Env Health Disease vectors, pathogens
The components of interest 
are those that are likely to 
be affected by the activity—
or upon which your activity 
depends for its success
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The baseline situation

The baseline situation is not 

simply a “snapshot.” 

Describing the baseline 

situation requires describing 

both the normal variability in 

environmental components & 

current trends in these 

components.

time

W
a
te

r 
ta

b
le

This chart of 

groundwater levels 

shows both variability 

and a trend over time.  

Both are part of the 

groundwater baseline 

situation.



Types of impacts & their attributes

Direct & indirect 

impacts

Short-term & long-

term impacts

Adverse & beneficial 

impacts

Cumulative impacts

The EIA process is 

concerned with

all types of impacts and 

may describe them in a 

number of ways

 Intensity

 Direction 

 Spatial extent

 Duration 

 Frequency 

 Reversibility 

 Probability 

But all impacts are 

NOT treated 

equally.
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Key terms in the EIA process
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• Defining “impact” • Defining “activity”• Characterizing the 

baseline situation

Time

W
a
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r 
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b
le
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• The baseline situation is not just a 

snapshot in time.

• This chart of groundwater levels 

shows both variability and a trend 

over time.  

• BOTH are part of the 

groundwater baseline situation.

Time

W
a
te

r 
ta

b
le

Baseline
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• Where do impacts ‘sit’ 

within the EIA process?



What is an activity?

ACTIVITY:
market access 

road 

rehabilitation

ACTIONS:

Survey, grading, culvert 

construction, compaction, 

etc. . .

a desired 
accomplishment or 
output

E.g.: a road, seedling 
production, or river 
diversion to irrigate 
land

An activity is:
✓

Accomplishing an activity 

requires a set of actions

We are discussing the impacts of activities.

What are activities?

A project or program may 

consist of many activities
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What about sub-activities?
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A project or program usually consists of many activities.

Accomplishing an activity requires a set of sub-activities or tasks.

ACTIVITY:

Market access road 

rehabilitation

SUB-ACTIVITIES OR TASKS:

Survey, grading, culvert construction, 

compaction, etc.. 



Activities and sub-activities
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Market access 
road 

rehabilitation

Surveying

Grading

Culvert 
construction

Compaction

River diversion to 
irrigate land

?

?

Seedling 
production

?

?

Agricultural Enhancement Program

Project 

or 

Program

Activities

Sub-

Activities 

or Tasks



Activity

Think about your select EIA report. 

Consider the following and report 

back to the group:

What key impacts are 

highlighted in your EIA? What 

main activity is being 

undertaken?
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Take a break 15mins
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EIA process
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EIA practice and 
outcomes

• screens out environmentally unsound projects;

• modifies the design of feasible proposals to reduce 

their environmental impact;

• identifies the best practicable environmental 

option;

• predicts the significant adverse effects of 

proposals with reasonable accuracy;

• identifies mitigation measures that work 

successfully to avoid, reduce and offset major 

impacts;

• influences decision making and approvals and the 

implementation of terms and conditions; and

• results in environmental gains and benefits relative 

to other options.
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Costs and 
benefits of EIA
• Although there are costs 

associated with undertaking EIA, 
experience has shown that the 
potential savings over the life of a 
project can repay the investment 
many times over. 

• The savings can be economic (e.g. 
identification of least cost 
alternative) as well as 
environmental (e.g. impact 
reduction, maintaining other 
resource use opportunities). 

• When EIA is integrated into the 
project preparation phase, 
environmental design 
considerations can be introduced 
in the first place rather than the 
proposal having to be modified 
later. 
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Generally the earlier EIA process is introduced in the 

project cycle, the greater the potential returns. 
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Costs and benefits of EIA

Costs

 Although many proponents complain that EIA causes excessive delays in projects, many of 

these are caused by poor administration of the process rather than by the process itself. 

These occur when:

• the EIA is commenced too late in the project cycle;

• the terms of reference are poorly drafted;.

• the EIA is not managed to a schedule;

• the technical and consultative components of EIA are inadequate; and

• the EIA report is incomplete or deficient as a basis for decision making.
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With all developments, 

there is a potential impact 

on the environment and 

SD (not necessarily 

negative).

Why?
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Impacts of 
Development

• Introduction 3 mins

• Direct loss of habitat - if only the footprint of the 

development.

• Severance - this is where the development forms a 

barrier and possibly divides existing habitats. This 

leads to fragmentation.

• Disruption to the local hydrology - including 

watercourse damage, polluted run-off, 

sedimentation and erosion.

• Disturbance of particular notable species - eg 

badgers, bats, owls, etc.

• Eden: environmental assessment

• ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xTxA4y6ctg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H07CjSGsl94
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xTxA4y6ctg


Principles

• The eight guiding principles...

• There are eight guiding principles that govern the entire process of EIA and they are as 

follows:

• Participation: An appropriate and timely access to the process for all interested parties.

• Transparency: All assessment decisions and their basis should be open and accessible.

• Certainty: The process and timing of the assessment should be agreed in advanced and 

followed by all participants.

• Accountability: The decision-makers are responsible to all parties for their action and 

decisions under the assessment process.

• Credibility: Assessment is undertaken with professionalism and objectivity.

• Cost-effectiveness: The assessment process and its outcomes will ensure 

environmental protection at the least cost to the society.

• Flexibility: The assessment process should be able to adapt to deal efficiently with any 

proposal and decision making situation.

• Practicality: The information and outputs provided by the assessment process are 

readily usable in decision making and planning. 



Background

10/15/2024

Historical Development

• NEPA – National 

Environmental Policy Act 

1969 in the USA

• Required federal 

agencies to carry out 

environmental 

assessment of policies 

and activities. 

• Driving force of 

environmental law and 

assessment (Holder, 

2007)
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Background
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Historical Development

 1973 – First 

Environmental Action 

Plan from the European 

Commission highlighted 

the importance of 

Environmental Impact 

Assessments (EIAs)

 1985 – Directive 

(85/337/EEC) EIA 

procedures were 

mandated at project 

level

 Previously EIAs were 

voluntary or carried out 

due to local authority 

request

(Glasson et al, 2019)
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Process of 
conducting an EIA

ACBA 7004  
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The EIA processes 
in sequences of 
application.

 

ACBA 7004(UNEP, 2012)





Stage What’s involved

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the assessment and 
reported in the ES

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised so 
interested parties and the public have the opportunity to 
give their views on it. 

5. Decision The ES and any comments made on it must be taken into 
account by the competent authority before they decide 
whether to give consent. 

6. 
Implementation 
and monitoring

The developer must commence any monitoring required by 
the competent authority.

Source: United Nations University (2007)
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/26503/EIA_Training_Resourc

e_Manual.pdf

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

While the legislative guidelines varies slightly for each 
country, the process often follows similar steps / stages.



 Screening • EIA is required for some types of development, but 

not others. 

• Deciding whether an EIA is required is known as 

“screening” and can be a source of major dispute 

between developers, communities and local 

authorities. 

• It is vital that this stage is carried out properly. 

• When undertaking screening, the regulations define 

two different types of project: those where EIA must 

take place or where it may be needed. 

• These are set out in two Schedules. 

• Schedule 1 projects: an EIA must always be 

carried out

• Schedule 2 projects: an EIA must be carried out 

if the development is likely to have a significant 

impact on the environment by virtue of its nature, 

size or location. 
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Phase 1 of the EIA Process

Screen the 

activity

Based on the 

nature of the 

activity what 

level of 

environmental 

review is 

indicated?

Conduct a 

Preliminary 

Assessment

A rapid, 

simplified EIA 

study using 

simple tools

ACTIVITY IS 

OF MODERATE

OR UNKNOWN

RISK

SIGNIFICANT 

ADVERSE 

IMPACTS 

POSSIBLE

SIGNIFICANT 

ADVERSE 

IMPACTS 

VERY UNLIKELY

ACTIVITY IS LOW 

RISK (Of its nature, 

very unlikely to have 

significant  adverse 

impacts)

ACTIVITY IS 

HIGH RISK (Of its 

nature, likely to have 

significant adverse 

impacts)

Phase IIPhase I
Understand 

proposed 

activity

Why is the 

activity being 

proposed?

What is being 

proposed?

BEGIN 

FULL 

EIA 

STUDY

STOP 

the EIA 

process
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Schedule 1 developments

Examples include:
• Major Power Plans
• Chemical Works
• Long Distance Railways
• Waste Disposal Incineration
• Major Road Schemes
• Major Wastewater Treatment Works
• Steel Works
• Inland waterways/ports for inland waterway 

traffic
• Dams 
• Quarries and open case mining
• Intensive poultry / pig farm

Visit: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/schedule/1/m
ade

Mandatory EIA: an EIA must always be carried out.

ACBA 7004

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/schedule/1/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/schedule/1/made


Schedule 2 developments

Examples include:

Visit: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/571/schedule/2/made

An EIA must be carried out if the development is likely to have a 
significant impact on the environment by virtue of its nature, size or 
location. 

All Schedule 2 developments are based on thresholds set out in the 
regulations. A proposed development only becomes a Schedule 2 
development where it exceeds these thresholds

• Quarries & Opencast 
Mines (not included in 
Schedule 1)

• Deep Drilling
• Surface Industrial 

Installations
• Urban Development 

Projects
• Intensive Agriculture
• Surface Storage of Fuel
• Foundries & Forges
• Coke Ovens
• Chemical Production (not 

included in Schedule 1)
• Manufacture of Dairy 

Products
• Brewing
• Abattoirs
• Rubber production 
• Wastewater Treatment 

Plants
• Holiday Villages
• Golf Courses 
• Large Scale / Groups of 

Wind Turbines

ACBA 7004
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Screening

QUESTION: Which of these projects do you think may require an EIA, and why?

a) Solar PV farm
b) Golf course

c) Afforestation d) 
Domestic 
extension

e) Wind farm

f) Chemical works

g) Water 
treatment 

centre

h) Dairy factory

i) New shop
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Screening

QUESTION: Which of these projects do you think may require an EIA, and why?

a) Schedule 2, 3(a) – Energy 
industry: Industrial installations 
for the production of electricity

- Depends if greater than 0.5 ha

b) Schedule 2 – 
Golf course
- Depends if 

greater than 1 ha

c) Afforestation
- 2 ha if in AONB, else 0 
ha if any sensitive area
- Else 5 ha

d) Domestic 
extension

No

e) Schedule 2: 
Energy Industry

(i) The development 
involves the 

installation of more 
than 2 turbines; or

(ii) the hub height of 
any turbine or height 

of any other 
structure exceeds 15 

metres.

f) Schedule 1: 6.  
Integrated chemical 

installations

g) Schedule 1: 
13.  Waste water 
treatment plants 
with a capacity 

exceeding 
150,000 

population

h) Schedule 2 – 7. Food industry: 
Manufacture of dairy products

- New floorspace exceeds 1,000 
sq.m

i) Schedule 2 – 10. 
Infrastructure 
projects (b) urban 
development 
project (i) More 
than 1 ha
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Screening Schedule 2 developments

When screening a Schedule 2 
proposal for EIA, a planning 
authority will consider the 
following: 

1. Is the proposed 
development within a 
category set out in 
Schedule 2?

2. a) Does it exceed the 
threshold set out for 
that category in 
Schedule 2? 



Screening Schedule 2 developments

Due to the variability and uncertainty 
when determining whether a proposed 
project could significantly impact the 
environment, further guidance is given 
using indicative thresholds.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a75aa4440f0b67f59fcea7e/eia-thresholds-
table.pdf

Source: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-
impact-assessment#the-indicative-thresholds



In April 2015, the thresholds for which the requirement for an EIA is 
excluded was updated for a number of development types.

After public consultation, the aim was to reduce the ‘red tape’, time, and 
expense, of the process.

Development types with changes included:
- Residential developments
- Urban developments
- Industrial developments

Environment Bulletin: Recent changes to the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Thresholds | Freeths - https://www.freeths.co.uk/insights-events/legal-
articles/2015/environment-bulletin-recent-changes-to-the-environmental-impact-
assessment-eia-thresholds/

ACBA 7004

From 6 April 2015:

Screening Schedule 2 developments

https://www.freeths.co.uk/insights-events/legal-articles/2015/environment-bulletin-recent-changes-to-the-environmental-impact-assessment-eia-thresholds/
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https://www.freeths.co.uk/insights-events/legal-articles/2015/environment-bulletin-recent-changes-to-the-environmental-impact-assessment-eia-thresholds/
https://www.freeths.co.uk/insights-events/legal-articles/2015/environment-bulletin-recent-changes-to-the-environmental-impact-assessment-eia-thresholds/


Activity: Using the EIA thresholds table (Schedule 2) to 
determine if the following developments would require an EIA: 

Marina with 
an area of the 

enclosed 
water surface 
exceeds 500 

square 
metres.

Plants for the 
tanning of 
hides and 

skins with an 
area of new 
floorspace 

exceeds 1,000 
square metres

Motorway 
service areas 
that exceeds 

0.75 hectares.

Installations 
for 

hydroelectric 
energy 

production 
designed to 

produce more 
than 0.2 

megawatts

Screening Schedule 2 developments



Screening Schedule 2 developments

When screening a Schedule 2 proposal for EIA, a planning authority will 
consider the following: 

2. b) Is it in a ‘sensitive area’? e.g. Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Special Area of Conservation (SAC), National Park, Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) etc.

3. Is it likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue of 
factors such as its nature, size or location?
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Activity

Visit the following website: 

https://datamap.gov.wales/maps/new#/

Add SSSI, SAC, SPI, and AONB to 

your map.
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Screening 
Schedule 3 
developments

When a development is identified as 
surpassing the thresholds identified in 
Schedule 2, it is then screened against 
Schedule 3 criteria. 

• Development Characteristics

• Location of Development

• Type of impact

• Visit: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/57
1/schedule/3/made
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Schedule 3: 
Development 
Characteristics

• Size and design of the development.

• Cumulation with other development.

• The use of natural resources, in 

particular land, soil, water and 

biodiversity.

• The production of waste. 

• Pollution and nuisances.   

• The risk of major accidents and/or 

disasters, including those caused by 

climate change.

• The risk to human health. 
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• Wetlands, riparian areas and river mouths.

• Coastal zone and marine environment.  

• Mountain and forest areas. 

• Nature reserves and parks.

• European sites and other areas classified or protected under 

national legislation 

• Areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the 

environmental quality standards. 

• Densely populated areas

• Landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological 

significance.
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Schedule 3: Type of 
Impact
• The magnitude and spatial impact. 

• The nature of the impact.

• The transboundary nature of the impact.

• The intensity and complexity of the impact.

• The probability of the impact.

• The expected onset, duration, frequency 

and reversibility of the impact. 

• The cumulation of the impact.

• The possibility of reducing the impact.
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Who decides if 
an EIA is required?

• A developer can submit an ES voluntarily 

with a planning application in recognition 

that their scheme falls under Schedule 1 or 

exceeds Schedule 2 thresholds and would 

have a significant effect. 

• Normally, however, the local planning 

authority (LPA) decides if an EIA is required 

in consultation with the applicant in the first 

instance. 

• The LPA will likely be asked by the 

applicant whether EIA is necessary for a 

Schedule 2 submission. 

• The proposal will then either be ‘screened 

in’ or ‘screened out’ by the LPA. 
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Who decides if an 
EIA is required?

• Regulations require the LPA to provide, on request, a formal 

opinion as to whether EIA should be carried out. This is called 

a Screening Opinion. 

• They have 21 days to provide this or not longer than 90 days 

as agreed with the applicant. 

• The LPA must be satisfied that it has received sufficient 

information to give an opinion, bearing in mind that the failure 

to require an EIA for a project subsequently found to have 

significant environmental impacts could be subject to costly 

legal challenge. 

• Where an application is submitted for a development falling 

within any of the Schedule 2 descriptions without an ES, the 

LPA may decide if an EIA is required and should refuse to 

consider the planning application until an ES is submitted. 
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Who decides if an 
EIA is required?

• The Secretary of State has powers to 

intervene in cases where the LPA has failed to 

give an opinion on whether an EIA is needed 

within the prescribed period, or where the 

applicant disagrees with the opinion given by 

the LPA. 

• Their decision is known as a Screening 

Direction. 

• They have up to 90 days to issue a screening 

direction under the EIA regulations.
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Screening 
Considerations

• Screening Decisions have to be made 

publicly available.

• Not following the legislation can lead to 

court action.

• Some applicants try to negate EIA’s by 

‘salami-slicing’ the overall proposed plan 

into smaller chunks which are more likely to 

get approval (Enríquez-de-Salamanca, Á., 

2016)
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Submitting Screening application:
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Screening decision application from (gov.wales)

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/environmental-impact-assessment-screening-application.pdf


Activity

Visit a local council planning page 

and see if you can find screening 

requests / opinions / decisions
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Screening examples: Dean Quarry

• Screening Decisions have to be made publicly available.
• Not following the legislation can lead to court action.

Dean Quarry, Cornwall: 
- Initial proposal – minor development around old quarry 

- Deemed ‘salami-slicing’
- Council screening decision – Negative opinion, EIA not required
- Public appeal: Cornwall Against Dean Superquarry
- Secretary of State: Positive opinion, EIA required
- High court action.

Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon plan

Proposed plan to use Dean 
Quarry to supply material

Proposed plan at Dean Quarry
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Screening examples: Parc Solar Caenewydd

Parc Solar Caenewydd, Swansea: 
- Large solar farm proposed for north-west 

Swansea
- 90 hectares of land to power 11,500 

homes
- Considered a project of ‘National 

significance’

- Screening Opinion requested from Welsh 
Government:

- Detailed Screening report provided 
outlining criteria for Schedules 1 to 3

- Conclusion: No EIA required

• Visit: 
https://www.parcsolarcaenewydd.co.
uk/

Proposed plan for Parc Solar 
Caenewydd



Screening examples: Gowerton Housing development

Gowerton, Swansea: 
- Proposal for a residential development of 

circa 230 dwellings
- Development within a woodland that was 

previously a copper works.
- Screening Opinion submitted and 

successful

Activity:
• Visit Moodle to read the Screening 

Request by Persimmon
• Discuss the quality of the screening 

request
• Discuss whether this proposed 

development was right to be accepted
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  EIA Key Stages: Scoping

Stage What’s involved

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the assessment and 
reported in the ES

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised so 
interested parties and the public have the opportunity to 
give their views on it. 

5. Decision The ES and any comments made on it must be taken into 
account by the competent authority before they decide 
whether to give consent. 

6. 
Implementation 
and monitoring

The developer must commence any monitoring required by 
the competent authority.

Source: United Nations University (2007)
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/26503/EIA_Training_Resourc

e_Manual.pdf

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the 
assessment and reported in the ES

After Screening comes Scoping.
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Take a break 10mins
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Scoping

• Scoping is the stage that sets out what needs to be assessed in the EIA 

to help define how to approach the assessment and what information 

may be needed to identify the likely significant effects from the 

development.

• You can request a scoping opinion from the EIA decision-maker. A 

scoping opinion sets out what the decision-maker expects to be included 

and excluded from the EIA. Decision-makers will consult with 

consultation bodies, before issuing their scoping opinion.

• To request a scoping opinion, you need to provide the decision-maker 

with a scoping report. 
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A scoping report must include these legal requirements:

• A description of the nature and purpose of the project and the 
possible effects on the environment.

• Plans, charts or maps sufficient to identify the location of the 
activities to be carried out.

The structure of a scoping report should be the same as the intended 
final Environmental Statement. 
• the purpose is in effect to clarify what aspects / elements will need 

to be considered in the Environmental Impact Assessment, and 
therefore the topics / headings will be the same.

ACBA 7004
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An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) needs to 
include: 

• Description of project, location and purpose, including 
construction, operation, maintenance, and 
decommissioning. Include ancillary works, such as any 
cable corridors and temporary structures

 ACBA 7004
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What to 
include in a 
Scoping report

• An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
needs to include: 

• Description of reasonable alternatives

• Current state of the environment (baseline)

• Description of likely significant effects on 
these receptor topics:

• Population and human health

• Biodiversity, including protected species 
and habitats

• Land, soil, water, air and climate

• Material assets, cultural heritage and 
landscape

• In-combination effects
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What to include 
in a Scoping 

report

• An Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) needs to include: 

• Description of direct, indirect, secondary, 

cumulative, transboundary, short, medium 

and long-term, permanent and temporary, 

positive and negative effects. 

• Description of evidence and methods to 

be used, including any gaps or 

uncertainties

• Description of measures to avoid, reduce 

and mitigate adverse effects
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An Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) needs to include: 

• Monitoring measures
• Risk of major accidents or disasters, 

such as extreme weather events.

EC guidance – Scoping Checklist: 
Scoping Checklist 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/
eia/eia-guidelines/scoping_checklist.pdf

First part of the European Commission 
guidance Scoping Checklist
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report
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30/10/2023

Stage What’s involved

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the assessment and 
reported in the ES

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised so 
interested parties and the public have the opportunity to 
give their views on it. 

5. Decision The ES and any comments made on it must be taken into 
account by the competent authority before they decide 
whether to give consent. 

6. 
Implementation 
and monitoring

The developer must commence any monitoring required by 
the competent authority.

Source: United Nations University (2007)
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/26503/EIA_Training_Resourc

e_Manual.pdf

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

Having determined the need for an EIA, a full assessment must be 
conducted, and the Environmental Statement (ES), or Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), produced.



Environmental 
Statement

• The applicant is responsible for the 

preparation of the Environmental 

Statement.

• In order to ensure completeness 

and quality, the applicant must ensure 

that it is prepared by competent 

experts. 

It must be accompanied by a 

statement from the developer 

outlining the relevant expertise, or 

qualifications of such experts. 
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 What to include in an Environmental Statement

TBC Schedule 4 provides guidance on what to 
include in the Environmental Statement

While the contents are stipulated, the 
specific methods and techniques are not, 
and therefore are left to the developer to 
determine (Glasson et al., 2012).

The reasoning is that each proposed 
development will be unique in setting and 
availability of information to the area.
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What to include 
in an 
Environmental 
Statement

• The Environmental Statement must contain the following 
information: 

• A description of the development, including in particular:

• A description of the location of the development;

• A description of the physical characteristics of the 
whole development, including, where relevant, requisite 
demolition works, and the land-use requirements 
during the construction and operational phases;

• A description of the main characteristics of the 
operational phase of the development (in particular any 
production process), for instance, energy demand and 
energy used, nature and quantity of the materials and 
natural resources (including water, land, soil and 
biodiversity) used;

• An estimate, by type and quantity, of expected 
residues and emissions (such as water, air, soil and 
subsoil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat, radiation 
and quantities and types of waste produced during the 
construction and operation phases.
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What to include 
in an 
Environmental 
Statement

• The Environmental Statement must contain the 

following information: 

• A description of the reasonable alternatives (for 

example in terms of development design, 

technology, location, size and scale) studied by 

the developer, which are relevant to the proposed 

project and its specific characteristics, and an 

indication of the main reasons for selecting the 

chosen option, including a comparison of the 

environmental effects.
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What to 
include in an 
Environmental 
Statement

• The Environmental Statement must contain the 

following information: 

• A description of the relevant aspects of the current 

state of the environment (baseline scenario) and an 

outline of the likely evolution thereof without 

implementation of the development as far as natural 

changes from the baseline scenario can be assessed 

with reasonable effort on the basis of the availability of 

environmental information and scientific knowledge.
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What to include in 
an Environmental 
Statement

• A description of the factors likely to be 

significantly affected by the development: 

population, human health, biodiversity (for 

example fauna and flora), land (for example land 

take), soil (for example organic matter, erosion, 

compaction, sealing), water (for example 

hydromorphological changes, quantity and 

quality), air, climate (for example greenhouse 

gas emissions, impacts relevant to adaptation), 

material assets, cultural heritage, including 

architectural and archaeological aspects, and 

landscape.
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What to include in an 
Environmental Statement

10/15/2024

• The Environmental Statement must 

contain the following information: 

• A description of the likely significant 

effects of the development on the 

environment resulting from, amongst 

other things:

• The construction and existence of 

the development, including, where 

relevant, demolition works;

• The use of natural resources, in 

particular land, soil, water and 

biodiversity, considering as far as 

possible the sustainable availability 

of these resources;

• The emission of pollutants, noise, 

vibration, light, heat and radiation, 

the creation of nuisances, and the 

disposal and recovery of waste;

• the risks to human health, cultural 

heritage or the environment (for 

example due to accidents or 

disasters)
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What to include in 
an Environmental 
Statement
• The Environmental Statement must contain the following 

information: 

• A description of the likely significant effects of the development 

on the environment resulting from, amongst other things:

• The cumulation of effects with other existing and/or 

approved projects, accounting for any existing 

environmental problems relating to areas of particular 

environmental importance likely to be affected or the use 

of natural resources;

• The impact of the project on climate (for example the 

nature and magnitude of greenhouse gas emissions) and 

the vulnerability of the project to climate change

• The technologies and the substances used.
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What to include in 
an Environmental 
Statement

• The description of the likely 

significant effects on the factors 

specified should cover the direct 

effects and any indirect, 

secondary, cumulative, 

transboundary, short-term, 

medium-term and long-term, 

permanent and temporary, 

positive and negative effects of 

the development. 
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What to include in 
an Environmental 
Statement

• The Environmental Statement must 

contain the following information: 

• A description of the forecasting 

methods or evidence, used to 

identify and assess the significant 

effects on the environment, 

including details of difficulties (for 

example technical deficiencies or 

lack of knowledge) encountered 

compiling the required 

information and the main 

uncertainties involved.
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What to include in 
an Environmental 
Statement

• A description of the expected significant adverse effects of the development on the 
environment deriving from the vulnerability of the development to risks of major 
accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned. 

• Where appropriate, this description should include measures envisaged to prevent 
or mitigate the significant adverse effects of such events on the environment and 
details of the preparedness for and proposed response to such emergencies.

10/15/2024 101ACBA 7004



What to include 
in an 

Environmental 
Statement

• The Environmental Statement must contain 

the following information: 

• A non-technical summary of the 

information

• A reference list detailing the sources used 

for the descriptions and assessments 

included in the environmental statement.
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Activity

Visit the following website: Blue Gem -

Erebus - Virtual Exhibition 

(3dwtech.co.uk)

Visit the virtual Erebus exhibition.
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Activity

Is the virtual consultation useful?

What key information is provided?

How have they made this content 

accessible?

How did they assess impacts?

What key legislation is relevant 

here?
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Take a break 10mins
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EIA Key Stages: Review of Application

Stage What’s involved

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the assessment and 
reported in the ES

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised so 
interested parties and the public have the opportunity to 
give their views on it. 

5. Decision The ES and any comments made on it must be taken into 
account by the competent authority before they decide 
whether to give consent. 

6. 
Implementation 
and monitoring

The developer must commence any monitoring required by 
the competent authority.

Source: United Nations University (2007)
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/26503/EIA_Training_Resourc

e_Manual.pdf

Having determined the need for an EIA, a full assessment must be 
conducted, and the Environmental Statement (ES), or Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), produced.

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised 
so interested parties and the public have the opportunity 
to give their views on it. 
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Application 
submission

• When an applicant intends to submit a planning application with an Environmental 

Statement, they should send the local planning authority (LPA) all the documents which 

must normally accompany a planning application as well as the Environmental Statement.

• In addition, the applicant must also submit: 

• One further copy of the Environmental Statement for onward transmission by the local 

planning authority to the Secretary of State;

• A note of the name of everybody to whom the applicant has already sent, or intends to 

send, a copy of the Environmental Statement and the date on which the Environmental 

Statement was so served, where relevant; 

• Sufficient further copies of the Environmental Statement as are needed to allow the 

local planning authority to send one to each of the consultation bodies who have not 

received a copy directly from the applicant.
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Publicity • The planning application and the Environmental Statement should be publicised 
according to the Town and Country Planning legislation. 

• The legislation contains the appropriate form for the notices to be published in the local 
press and posted on site, which must:

• State that a copy of the Environmental Statement is included in the documents 
which will be open to inspection by the public and give the address where the 
documents can be inspected free of charge;

• Give an address in the locality where copies of the Environmental Statement may 
be obtained;

• State that a copy may be obtained at that address while stocks last and the 
amount of any charge to be made for supplying a copy;

• Give details of a website maintained by or on behalf of the authority on which the 
environmental statement and the other documents have been made available; 

• State the latest date by which any written representations about the application 
should be made to the local planning authority (being a date not less than 30 days 
later than the date on which the notice is published).
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EIA Key Stages: Review of Application

Stage What’s involved

1. Screening Deciding if an EIA is required

2. Scoping Deciding what needs to be covered in the assessment and 
reported in the ES

3. Assessment 
and Report

The ES has to include the likely significant environmental 
effects of the development

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised so 
interested parties and the public have the opportunity to 
give their views on it. 

5. Decision The ES and any comments made on it must be taken into 
account by the competent authority before they decide 
whether to give consent. 

6. 
Implementation 
and monitoring

The developer must commence any monitoring required by 
the competent authority.

Source: United Nations University (2007)
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/26503/EIA_Training_Resourc

e_Manual.pdf

Having determined the need for an EIA, a full assessment must be 
conducted, and the Environmental Statement (ES), or Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), produced.

4. Review of 
Application

The ES and development application must be publicised 
so interested parties and the public have the opportunity 
to give their views on it. 
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Activity

EIA review is a key part of the EIA process. 

Using the handout and presentation provided 

(Guidelines for reviewing technical reports), 

write a short plan on how you would critique 

an EIA document. 

Bullet points on key considerations?
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A number of core values and guiding principles for the practice of EIA have been identified:

Sustainability  –  EIA  process  result  in  environmental  safeguards  as  it  is anticipatory and 
preventive rather than curative (aids precautionary and preventive principle).

Integrity – the process will conform to agreed standards and be performed by multidisciplinary teams.

Utility – the process provides balanced, credible information for decision- making.

EIA Core Values
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Key Guiding Principles for EIA

Continuity - as an integral part of planning, designing and implementation 
cycle  of  and development  initiative,  EIA  should  run  continuously  and 
throughout project cycle.

Participatory - EIA provides a framework for stakeholders and all interested 
parties to participate in decision-making.

Transparency – EIA facilitates dialogue, predictions and responses in a forum 
where proponents, decision-makers, experts and the public interact in an 
open and accessible way in considering the potential impacts of a project on 
local community, natural resources and environmental quality. All assessment 
decisions and their basis, should be open and accessible.

Credibility – assessments are undertaken with professionalism and 
objectivity, using multidisciplinary skills.

Certainty – the process and timing of assessment must be agreed in advance 
and followed by all participants.
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Cost-effectiveness  –  the  assessment  process  and  its  outcomes  
will  ensure environmental protection at the least cost to society.   It 
ensures fair and equitable distribution of project costs and benefit.  
As a minimum, local people in a project area must not be worse-off 
than they were before a project was implemented.

Flexibility – the assessment should be able to adapt to deal 
efficiently and effectively with any proposal or decision- making 
situation.

Practicality – the information and outputs are readily usable for 
planning, designing and in decision-making.

Accountability – decision-makers are responsible to all parties for 
decision and actions under the assessment process.
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EIA Good practice
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Reminder: Costs 
and Benefits of 
Using EIA

• Benefits

• There are both direct and indirect benefits of EIA. 

• More environmentally sustainable design or improvements in the 

design.

• Better   compliance   with   environmental   standards.

• Savings in capital and operating cost.  

• Reduces  time  and  cost  of  approvals  of  development  

application.  

• Resolves conflict, solves problems and thus increase project 

acceptability.

• Improves   institutional   co-ordination   and   inter-agency   co-

operation.

•  Improves accountability and transparency in planning and 

decision-making 

• For  business   and   governments - EIA - important   planning   

and management tool.

• Environmental  assessments good >  good management > good 

business
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Limitations of EIA 

• EIA is also a way of ensuring that environmental factors are 

considered in decision-making process along with the traditional 

economic and technical factors. 

• Importantly EIA requires the scientific (technical) and value issues 

to be dealt with in a single assessment process. 

• This helps in the proper consideration of all advantages and 

disadvantages of a proposal. 

• Environmental considerations may, therefore, be set aside in 

favour of what are felt to be more important considerations.

•  Alternatively, predicted adverse effects on the environment might 

lead to strict conditions being imposed to avoid these effects or 

remedy any adverse effects, or perhaps lead to the complete 

abandonment of a proposal. 
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Limitations of 
EIA 

• However, it is most important to 

recognise that EIA cannot be 

regarded as a means of introducing 

an environmental “veto” power into 

administrative decision-making 

processes. 

• Decisions that are unsatisfactory 

from an environmental point of 

view can still be made, but with 

full knowledge of the 

environmental consequences. 

• The final decision about a proposal 

depends upon the likely severity of 

the adverse effects, balanced 

against other expected benefits. 
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Limitations of EIA 
• In other words, EIA is an administrative process that 

identifies the potential environmental effects of 

undertaking a proposal, and presents these 

environmental effects alongside the other advantages 

and disadvantages of the proposal to the decision-

makers. 

• In the vast majority of EIA procedures this means that 

the outcome of the EIA process provides advice to the 

decision-makers – it does not provide a final decision. 

• So, by itself, the EIA procedures cannot be expected to 

stop a proposal – although this is an outcome that some 

members of the general community and environment 

groups may expect. 
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Principles of EIA 
administration 
and practice

• EIA is one of a number of policy tools that are used to 

evaluate project proposals. 

• It is also a relatively recent development when compared to 

use of economic appraisal methods. 

• A number of factors led to the introduction of EIA in different 

countries, including public concern about the quality of the 

environment and the increasing effects of new technologies 

and ever-larger development schemes. 

• In addition, then available economic appraisal techniques, 

such as benefit cost analysis, did not take account of the 

environmental and social impacts of major projects. 

• Today, EIA is applied in more than 100 countries, and by all 

development banks and most international aid agencies. 

• EIA has also evolved significantly, driven by improvements in 

law, procedure and methodology. 
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Principles of EIA 
administration 
and practice

• To date, EIA has been applied 

primarily at the project-level. 

• This ‘first generation’ process is 

now complemented by SEA 

(Strategic Environmental 

Assessment) of policies, plans and 

programmes, and both EIA and 

SEA are being adapted to bring a 

greater measure of ‘sustainability 

assurance’ to development 

decision making. 

• These trends have brought new 

perspectives on what constitutes 

EIA good practice and effective 

performance. 
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EIA Legislation
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Legislation

• The process of Environmental Impact 
Assessment in the context of town 
and country planning in England is 
governed by the Town and Country 
Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the 
‘2017 Regulations’). These regulations 
apply to development which is given 
planning permission under Part III of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 (Gov.uk, 2018)
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Background

 Requirements

 An EIA is required from 

developers where projects may 

have significant affects on the 

environment.  

 Environmental impact 

assessments are designed to 

give due weight to issues of 

sustainability - environmental, 

economic and social factors, in 

relation to planning.

(Department for Communities 

and Local Government, 2016)
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Background

• Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA)

• 1970s -Environmental impact 
assessments to be carried out at the 
levels of policy, plan/program and 
project. Its application was to be for 
use in prevention of environmental 
detriment and integration of 
environmental aspects into the 
decision making process (Feldmann,  
1998).

• EU Advice

• Overview

• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
eia/eia-support.htm
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Legislation affecting 
development 

• Town and Country Planning Regulations 1988 Act 1990.

• Town and Country Planning Order 1995

• The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 1999 (part of TCPR)

• The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2002 (dealing with uncultivated and 

semi-natural areas). 

• The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 

National Archive 2017
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Other Legislation

• Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora 

Regulations 1994 (commonly Habitats and Species Directive)

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

• Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000

• Protection of Badgers Act 1992

• Hedgerow Regulations 1997

• Tree Preservation Orders.

• SEA Council Directive 2001/42/EC of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects of 

certain plans and programmes on the environment (SEA Directive) etc Dutch case (10 mins)
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Difference to LCA (Crawley, 2015)
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Critique of EIA 
Process

Benefits Flaws

Provides systematic methods of impact 
assessment

Time-consuming

Estimates the cost/benefit trade-off of 
alternative actions

Costly

Facilitates the public participation Little public participation in actual 
implementation

•Provides an effective mechanism for 
coordination

•environmental integration

•negotiations

•feed back

Unavailability for reliable data (mostly in 
developing countries)

Top-level decision making Too focused on scientific analysis 
(sometimes)

Triggers an institutional building Poor presentation of EIA report (bulky 
volumes, scientific explanation, difficult to 
understand)

Achieve a balance between the impact of 
developmental and environmental concern

Compliance monitoring after EIA is seldom 
carried out
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Summary

• This week we have covered the definition and process of EIA

• We have examined the Key Stages of an EIA

• What Screening is:

• Schedules 1 and 2 projects

• Schedule 3 project considerations

• Had a look at some case study examples which ranged in success and quality.

• We have looked at the Scoping process and visited a virtual consultation for local wind farm 

development. 
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Activity

On your laptops, create a new folder:

Conduct a literature search for your chosen 

EIA.

Make sub-folders:

Official Documentation

Feedback

Media
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Activities for next week: 

- Read and review: Government outlines plans to replace ‘over-
complicated’ EIA regime (endsreport.com)

- New legislation proposes radical changes, replacing EIA | UK 
(environment-analyst.com)

(2) Divergence Series | Divergence in environmental policy post-
Brexit – YouTube

Additional suggested readings in Moodle (Week 2)

https://www.endsreport.com/article/1816884/government-outlines-plans-replace-over-complicated-eia-regime
https://www.endsreport.com/article/1816884/government-outlines-plans-replace-over-complicated-eia-regime
https://environment-analyst.com/uk/108073/new-legislation-proposes-radical-changes-replacing-eia
https://environment-analyst.com/uk/108073/new-legislation-proposes-radical-changes-replacing-eia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKQLUPiQp0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKQLUPiQp0Q
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Key Guiding Principles for EIA

Continuity - as an integral part of planning, designing and implementation 
cycle  of  and development  initiative,  EIA  should  run  continuously  and 
throughout project cycle.

Participatory - EIA provides a framework for stakeholders and all interested 
parties to participate in decision-making.

Transparency – EIA facilitates dialogue, predictions and responses in a forum 
where proponents, decision-makers, experts and the public interact in an 
open and accessible way in considering the potential impacts of a project on 
local community, natural resources and environmental quality. All assessment 
decisions and their basis, should be open and accessible.

Credibility – assessments are undertaken with professionalism and 
objectivity, using multidisciplinary skills.

Certainty – the process and timing of assessment must be agreed in advance 
and followed by all participants.
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Cost-effectiveness  –  the  assessment  process  and  its  outcomes  
will  ensure environmental protection at the least cost to society.   It 
ensures fair and equitable distribution of project costs and benefit.  
As a minimum, local people in a project area must not be worse-off 
than they were before a project was implemented.

Flexibility – the assessment should be able to adapt to deal 
efficiently and effectively with any proposal or decision- making 
situation.

Practicality – the information and outputs are readily usable for 
planning, designing and in decision-making.

Accountability – decision-makers are responsible to all parties for 
decision and actions under the assessment process.
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EIA—Three core 
values

• integrity - the EIA process will conform to agreed 
standards

• utility - the EIA process will provide balanced, 
credible information for decision-making

• sustainability - the EIA process will result in 
environmental safeguards

Source: Sadler, 1996
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EIA — guiding principles
The EIA process should be:

purposive – 
meeting its aims 
and objectives

focused – 
concentrating on 
the effects that 

matter

adaptive – 
responding to 

issues and realities

participative – fully 
involving the public

transparent – clear 
and easily 

understood

Source: Sadler, 
1996; IAIA/IEMA 

1999
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EIA — guiding 
principles

(continued)
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• rigorous – employing ‘best 

practicable’ methodology

• practical – establishing mitigation 

measures that work

• credible – carried out with 

objectivity and professionalism

• efficient – imposing least cost 

burden on proponents

Source: Sadler, 1996; IAIA/IEMA 1999
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Key 
operating 

principles of 
good EIA 
practice

EIA should:

• be applied to all proposals with significant impacts

• begin early in the project cycle

• address relevant environmental, social and health impacts

• identify and take account of public views

• result in a statement of impacts and mitigation measures

• facilitate informed decision making and condition setting

Source: Sadler, 1996
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