


introduction
Virtual learning environment (VLE) or learning management systems, such as Moodle and Blackboard, provide many of the tools required for eLearning in one system. They have grown in use since the early 2000s and now almost all universities have an institutional VLE.


According to open university (Virtual learning Environments, 2022)
“VLEs have been significant in open education for two main reasons. The first is that they created the baseline competence for eLearning for both educators and learners. It would be difficult for any open education to flourish if users did not have a common experience to build upon. Much of what happens in open education may be defined in terms of contrast with this experience or building upon it: having a base set of knowledge around using forums and content has meant that not every enterprise in open education has had to explain the basics. VLEs provided many educators with their first exposure to eLearning, and from this they have gone on to explore other approaches.
In addition to this core set of competencies, VLEs have also provided a useful platform for hosting open education projects. In particular, the open source VLE Moodle has been widely used. The Open University’s OpenLearn project is delivered via Moodle for instance, and many of the early MOOCs used Moodle as their platform for asynchronous discussion and content hosting.”
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Objective
The goal of this research is to better understand if people prefer to use VLE or would they consider it for education and work purposes at present of the future, such as working from home in a virtual environment if we continue to be in a world where we have no choice but to stay home and learn or work due to this current pandemic.



Methodology
We surveyed 20 independent individual random students from the university campus and random members of the public from surrounding location, we gave them a set of 10 random questions not specific to the university i.e Moodle and instead asked which software they use the most from the most popular virtual environment software in the market such as zoom, google meets and Microsoft teams and then lead on to the remaining questions, the questionnaire and the results are below in the data section of this paper.


Data
Questionnaire and results data.
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Research findings/answers 

Q1. Do you have VLE (Virtual learning environments) at your work or study environment?

Answer 1.
95% said yes they have a virtual software for learning or work in their environment.
5% said no they do not use any such software because they either visit place of learning in person or they do manual labour at work and have no access to VLE in their environment.

Q2. if your answer is no skip to question 6, if your answer is yes which VLE software does your organisation use?

Answer 2.
10% of the people surveyed said they use zoom
20% of the people surveyed said they use google meets
50% of the people surveyed said they use Microsoft teams 
20% said they use other means of communication or none at all

Q3. how do you rate your experience of using VLE in organisation?

Answer 3.
5% of. the surveyed people rated their experience using the software very low (1 out of 5 rating)
45% of the surveyed people rated their experience using the software fairly high (4 out of 5 rating)
50% of the surveyed people rated their experience using the software extremely high (5 out of 5 rating)

Q4. how easy is it for you to use the software from home?

Answer 4.
75% of the surveyed people said they find it very easy to use the software from home
20% of the surveyed people said they found it fairly easy to use the software from home 
5% of the surveyed people said they found it very hard to use the software from home

Q5. tell us more In your own words about your answer to question 4, what you would love to see improve or added to make it more easier or more functional for you?

Answer 5. 
Most of The answers was positive, when looking into the detail the people who said the found it very hard had no access or limited access I will pick up more on this part on the research analysis section below

Q6. if your answer was no to question 1, would you like to see VLE in your environment?

Answer 6. 
Those who answered no to question one said they would love to see VLE in their environment 

Q7. if your answer was maybe or don’t know to question 6, do you agree or disagree using VLE if you had no choice? 
for example, covid19 forced organisations to work or study from home.

Answer 7.
100% of the people surveyed said they would love to see a virtual environment.
Q8. how prepared are you if such a situation arises when you have no
choice but to work or study from home.

Answer 8. 
100% said they are prepared or will be prepared if required 

Q9. if you answered need help, you answered not prepared please tell us in few words what you will do to prepare yourself.

Answer 9. 
Everybody surveyed said they are prepared which means this question is not relevant

Q10. how will VLE much help you? (1 to 5 (1 equals to least 5 equals to most))
Answer 10. 
5% of the people surveyed said it will help somewhat (2 out of 5)
95% of the people surveyed said it will help the most (5 out of 5)



Research analysis
When analysing the specific data from the questionnaire it has come to my attention, most people in this modern age are completely aware of virtual tools such as zoom, google meets etc, and many are already using such tools for work or learning even some are using it for social purposes.

A very large percentage of the people surveyed have clearly told us they are very familiar with these software and are also completely aware of the purpose and use case of such software in their organisations.

A number of individuals have shown some hesitancy while answering a few specific questions about how confidant they are with such software and how they feel about them, however when asked if they are prepared to use them if they had no choice they all replied they will use it

A very small percentage of the people surveyed said they don’t use any tools because they do not require them in their environments such as work, when asked if they would use it they said they would consider it but may find it difficult to use due to lack of equipment, equipment such as laptop of computer, but they have acknowledged these software can be used from a smart mobile device.  when speaking to them off record most indicated the cost of internet and lack of latest equipment would prevent them from using VLE properly but they can make do with mobile devicess, however if help and support was on hand from government or institutions they would definitely consider it, majority of the people surveyed said they use it on a daily basis and also indicated that they prefer virtual environments due to safety concerns regarding the current pandemic and social distancing requirements.

Personal note
I personally can say virtual learning has its positives and negatives as I have personally experienced some negative sides inside the classroom for myself, I personally witnessed a few of my classmates who used VLE sometimes struggle to participate in classroom assignments also when we had group assignments it was apparent they were being left out or could not participate properly, however on the positive side of things VLE opens opportunities for students from all over the world to be able to study from anywhere and work environments to employ employees from many regions of the world.
I think we are still a long way from learning 100% virtually in a Virtual learning environment due to lack of experience and training from teachers and lecturers, I don’t blame teachers and lecturers because for most learning intuitions VLE is new as it is to most students who expect a classroom environment also I will personally prefer learning in class with a teacher present as I could learn more and have more assistance if I required it. (Adams, 2022) said “Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and attended to with diligence.” And I totally agree you can learn the best only from attendance not from your living room.

Summary
VLE is an exciting concept and does open many doors and I guess most students and employees prefer it from a physical location mostly because of saving time and money on travel or accommodation, we are still a long way from perfection and a classroom environment in my opinion is a much better setting to learn regardless how expensive it is, as one has to put in all the efforts and will show willingness to learn compared to people sitting in comfort at home.
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