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Introduction
It was mentioned by Nielson (2004) that Taser was first introduced to law enforcement in the United States of America in 1974, however this was created using gunpowder as the propellant. The model introduced was the 1st generation of the X26. Taser is the brand name of a CED, Conducted Energy Device, a CED is better known by its brand name. The Conducted Energy Device is described by College of Policing (2022) as a less lethal weapon system that is designed not to cause injury but to temporarily incapacitate a subject. The Conducted Energy Device does this by using an electrical current that temporarily interferes with the neuromuscular system College of Policing (2022).
	The aim of this chapter is to explore and critically evaluate relevant literature that has been gathered through previous academic research in relation to Taser (Conducted Energy Device). The issuing of Taser (Conducted Energy Device) to all police officers and the views of this on serving police officers and other professional agencies. This will be achieved by utilising the use of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s online library database, Google Scholar and other academic publications including journals and medical reports.
	Through my current research I have found that the majority of the available literature is based on the effects that the Taser (Conducted Energy Device) has on the human body and the injuries that can be caused by the device. This leaves a gap in the research of the issuing of Taser to all police officers and the views that serving police officers have on this subject. 
	This chapter will focus on two parts of the research objective:
1- The Issuing of CEDs (Taser) to all Police Officers
2- Explore how this will be perceived by serving Police Officers and other Professionals.
In terms of ‘Other Professionals’, I will be looking at the views of people who work in a professional environment that would have a first-hand dealing with the use of CED’s (Taser). For example, these could include Defence Lawyers and the Crown Prosecution Service Lawyers.




Background of Taser
As mentioned in the introduction, the Taser was first introduced into law enforcement in the United States of America in 1974 Nielson (2004). It was created by an American inventor named, Jack Cover, who invented the Conducted Energy Device. As reported by Plouffe, W (2023), in 1993, Taser got its name from a series of books that were the inventor’s favourites, ‘Tom A. Swift Electric Rifle’. It was created as a ‘Less-lethal’ option to police to use rather than using their firearms. 
Taser was first introduced into police forces across the United Kingdom in 2003 McGuinness (2016), the initial Taser was the X26 model. Before Taser was introduced, there was extensive medical and scientific tests were carried out before it was approved for use Lancashire Constabulary (2019). 
	Since its first introduction in 2003, the models of Taser that have since followed have been made due to the advancement and improvement of technology. There have been a further two models of Taser since the X26, the X2 and the most recent, the X7. Currently at South Wales Police, the model in use is the X2 Taser. All models are produced by Axon and all have the distinctive and high visibility look of being bright in colour to make it more visible to others, the Taser X2 are powered by battery and are capable of holding a two cartridges resulting in it being able to provide users with two shots Axon (2022).
	Within the police, Taser, is classed as a Use of Force, regardless of if it was fired. From the point of the Taser being drawn, this is classed as force being used. The Taser being drawn is a tactic and therefore will constitute as being used. Through an already requested freedom of information request, West Midlands Police (2023) have defined the different levels of use for Taser, as the following; 
Lowest use – Drawn (Removed from Holster)
Non-Discharges – Aimed, Arching and Red Dot
Highest Use – Drive Stun, Angled Drive Stun and Fired.

Current Training on Taser and Requirements
	Police officers at Northamptonshire Police are required to pass a four-day intensive course to be qualified to become a Taser operator, to maintain the ability to carry a Taser, officers much comply with being in date with their First Aid training, personal safety training and also complete a two-day Taser refresher training. This is completed yearly, Northamptonshire Police (2023). This is standard requirement across the whole of the United Kingdom police forces; however, some forces only require a single day refresher training on Taser along with the first aid and personal safety training.
	A document provided by Sussex Police 2(2023), to be able to carry a taser you must have the support of at least the rank of Superintendent, it is also stated by Sussex Police (2023) that their initial Taser course comprises of five sections over a four-day course; Classroom based learning, practical exercises and drills, live fire training, qualification shoot and scenario-based training. The refresher training requires Taser carriers to complete an annual one-day course.
Sussex Police’s ACC Steve Barry is quoted as saying:
Taser is a very useful tool for police but is not without its challenges, especially when dealing with vulnerable members of society. We have taken a great deal of time and effort to try and get the use of Taser right; our training for staff is some of the most comprehensive in the country but we are not complacent. Each incident where a Taser is drawn or used is reviewed by a senior officer so that lessons may be learned and we monitor any developing trends in Taser usage (Sussex Police, 2023)

West Midlands Police have provided information that in 2016 496 police officers attended a Taser course and of these, 494 police officers passed the course. Jumping to 2021, 1412 Police officers attended the course and only 1202 police officers passed the course (West Midlands Police, 2022)
	In June 2022 the Home Office released an impact assessment in relation to Special Constables being allowed to carry Taser Equality impact assessment (2022). The change in legislation now allows Special Constables to carry Taser and three have been authorised to carry Taser, two constables and an inspector (South Wales Police, 2023).

Figures and Statistics
	In statistics and figures provided by Gov.uk (2021) from March 2020 to April 2021, it is stated that conducted energy devices were used by police officers in a total of 34,429 incidents but of these incidents 29,287 (90%) the conducted energy devices were not discharged. This means that other tactical uses of the device were utilised. As previously mentioned, this would include as a minimum, the device being drawn and would also include the subject of the incident having been ‘Red Dot’ meaning the conducted energy device would have been armed and aimed at the subject. In total, there was an increase of 2,371 used of a conducted energy device across all police forces which amounted to a 7% increase. The most notable being the use of the ‘Red Dot’ system which increased by 6% alone, with a total increase of 1,070 uses.
	Gov.uk (2021) have identified through this that the increase from March 2018 could very well be due to the increased number of conducted energy device trained officers, police officers having to deal with more incidents with the potential for conflict and also an increase in the recording of uses of a conducted energy device due to simpler methods of recording this information. The most reported impact factor for the use of a conducted energy device across all forces in the United Kingdom were due to Possession of a weapon. Whereby 57% of reported conducted energy device uses were for this reason.
	A further report from Gov.uk (2022) has shown that the total number of recorded incidents where a conducted energy device was used for the year ending March 2022 was a total of 34,276. There was an increase in non-discharge uses of 2%, 707 uses, and a decrease of 3% in discharge uses, down by 738 from the previous year.
	Since the introduction of the conducted energy device to police forces across the United Kingdom there has been a significant increase in complaints made against the police in relation to the use of the conducted energy device on the subject. As reported by Independent Office for Police Complaints (2021), the rise in complaints for Taser use rises in line with the increase of the use of the Taser. They indicate that between 2009 and 2013, the use of Taser increased from 3,128 to 10,380, a 232% increase. In the same period complaints increased from 44 to 137, an increase of 211%.

Research
With the conducted energy devices being such a controversial tool that the police utilise and the fact that in other countries they are referred to as conducted energy weapons, this gives the wrong impression to the public. The word weapon alone, is enough to cause alarm and distress to the public and also associates the device as something bad and in a negative way.
The issuing of conducted energy devices to police officers around the United Kingdom has increased since its first introduction to police forces and every year this will increase more. Through research it has been identified that there are many who agree with the issuing of conducted energy devices to police officers and also there are a number who do not agree with this. In February 2019 the Home Office (2019) approved a request to allow student police officers working the frontline to apply for training of conducted energy devices. This was approved by the at the time Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, who was clearly is supportive of the issuing of conducted energy devices along with Lucy D’Orsi, the National Police Chiefs’ Council Lead for less Lethal Weapons and Deputy Assistant Commissioner. Welsh Police forces are in favour of the issuing of conducted energy devices as reported at the BBC News, in 2020 all Welsh Forces had bid for a share of £10 million to provide the forces with ‘more Taser stun weapons’ (BBC News, 2020). The Police Federation of England and Wales (2019) support the issuing of conducted energy devices to police officers and through research have identified that 89% of their members would routinely carry Taser and ‘nearly 97%’ state their colleagues should be allowed to carry Taser. However, groups such as Liberty (2019) have raised concerns of the issuing of Taser to police officers, stating ‘This proposal reflects an apparent determination to embrace policing by control, while sacrificing policing by consent’. It is apparent that Liberty are wholly against the idea of issuing Taser to more police officers. It was also reported at The Justice Gap (2014) that the IPCC commissioner Cindy BUTTS stated that the use of Taser needs to be ‘Robustly Justified’ to avoid ‘Mission-creep’ where Tasers are being used just because they were available and not utilising other tools and skills available such as verbally engaging with the subjects.
However, according to Criscione (2009) it was reported that tests of the X26 model of Taser was carried out on Human Volunteers where they were exposed to a 5 second charge. However, from this testing there was no evidence to suggest that the exposure caused any significant changes to the subject’s respiratory or cardiac function. There are a number of other issues that can arise through the use of a conducted energy device, due to the way that the conducted energy is discharged into the subject. This requires two probes to penetrate the skin of the subject for the device to pass an effective charge to disable to subject. 
In relation to the method that the conducted energy device operates, this can cause secondary injuries un-related to the purpose of the conducted energy device (to provide a neurostimulator to de-capacitate the subject) but to cause and inflict physical injuries. These can include penetration injuries to the skin, including parts of the body which would require hospital treatment and injuries to the head where the subject has been unable to protect themselves whilst falling to the floor. In a case report shared by (Campbell et al., 2019) one injury examined was one received to a 15 year old boy who, as the result of being shot with a Taser, one of the barbs had penetrated the boy’s face under the eye. The barb’s removal was successful and examination of the wound proved that there was no further damage caused resulting in discharge the following day. Another reported injury was reported by (Theisen, K et al., 2016), this was caused by the barb of a Taser was to a 24 year old male in America. This male’s injury was to one of his testicles after an in-accurate shot. The injuries sustained were noted to be of a penetration wound and a small amount of thermal damage.
Police forces across the United Kingdom moved on by upgrading from the Taser X26 to the Taser X2, prior to this the Government conducted an assessment to make sure the upgrade met the operational requirements of the police. This was referred to by the Home Office (2016) as a CAST Assessment and under section 5 of this assessment, it has been identified that a total of 9 Taser X2 devices were used, 895 operational cartridges for the Taser X2 were used and 190 training cartridges were used. There were no faults with any of the 9 devices but there were two failed fires at the first attempt, one for the X2 training cartridge and one for an operational cartridge. The evidence provided in the report shows that both cartridges fired successfully on the second attempt. 

Conclusion
	Through the literature available during this research, it has been apparent that there are many organisations and people of note who have a valued opinion of the issuing of Taser to police across the United Kingdom, from Sajid Javid, Lucy D’Orsi and organisations such as Liberty.
However, this is a gap in the literature and research available where the opinions and views of serving police officers and other professionals such as defence lawyers and the Crown Prosecution Service lawyers are not taken into account. My research will look to fill this gap by providing depth into the views of these people.
	The College of Policing (2020) have suggested that they ‘well of the way’ to fulfilling the Prime Minister’s commitment to recruit 20,000 more police officers. This is an indication that the more police officers that are employed, the more police officers that are going to want to carry a Taser. Statistically indicating that the natural increase of Taser carriers is likely over the coming years. The views of these police officers will be crucial in the issuing of Taser, as carrying a Taser is completely voluntary and would be down to the individual themselves.
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