Self-reflection Journal

When I first started this course (Archaeology) my perception of what it was going to be like was nothing compared to how it actually is. Nervous was not the word I would use to describe my first week. There was nobody there that I knew, I had no clue where I was going it agitated me for the first couple of weeks but as time went on I gradually got into swing of things the lectures are great (but can be a little mad at times) and the support was there when I needed it things are getting harder as the essays flow in but I will try the best that I can to complete these. So, let’s talk about what I have accomplished so far.



[bookmark: _GoBack]01.02.18 Introduction to module (grid, national grid, site grid) 
It was a cold and wet day with heavy fog in the air on the first of February 2018 when I had my first lecture with Ros Coard and Martin Bates. Well it wasn’t really a lecture as such for the first part, it was more of an introduction to what the module was going to be about and how we can prepare ourselves. After the module introduction we then went on to talk about the types of maps that were available to use from all different periods, for example ordinance survey maps from the 1940s up until this present day and how they have changed over time. We learnt about Eastings and Northings, where Eastings increase as you go east and Northings increase as you go north. Reading maps is a skill I need to practice.
[image: Image result for eastings and northings setting out grid][image: Image result for audience survey map]

http://www.siteit.co.uk/setout.htm



We then went on to look at elevation, and why we have to know how high things are. Also, we looked at benchmarks; what I know of these they are the fixed points throughout the country which something can be measured against the elevation of topographical points. I had learnt that on maps heights of objects are indicated by contours, this is where equal elevation points are joined. What I have learnt about benchmarks around the United Kingdom is that over time they have disappeared; some still exist because they are fixed. An example would be a bench mark on a gate post which could be taken down and changed whereas a fixed benchmark would be one fixed into the brickwork of a house where it would unlikely be taken down although it might erode over time.
Examples of benchmarks.

[image: Image result for uk elevation benchmark]

http://www.thegiddings.org.uk/giddingshtmlfiles/ordinarypages/ordinarybenchmarks.html
[image: Image result for uk elevation benchmark gatepost]
http://www.friendsofstokesbay.co.uk/triangulation-pillar/





Also, we looked at setting out site grids and drawing to scale. I enjoyed the second half of the lecture about site grids and how we set them out and how we use wooden pegs that we set out every five to ten meters and where each of these represents a particular set of coordinates. We then use this information to draw to scale. What I didn’t know is that when a trench is put in scale is not needed they use a thirty-meter tape to use as a baseline then we measure off that baseline. We then finished the lecture by talking about Roddons, I knew nothing about these and had never heard of them before but after being showed a picture I then realised what they were, I had seen them before but never knew what they where called, they look like lighting marks on the land but are actually ancient stream and river channels. Below is an example of what a Roddon river bed would have looked like. 

[image: Image result for roddons maps ancient river beds]
https://www.cambridgeairphotos.com/themes/roddons/

15.02.18 Survey-setting out the grid
We had our first campus exercise which I was very exited about, but a little nervous as we had to set out a grid and maths is not my strong point. It was a very wet day with a cold chill in the air. We first had to establish how to set out a grid. We had to look at our surroundings and draw a piece of landscape. Then we had to remember what we where taught in a previous lesson about the triangle rule of 3-4-5 to try and find the right angle to make a trench the size that you need (usually 5 meters). When we talked about Eastings and Northings we mean that we go east first then north we can remember this by saying “along the hall and up the stairs” for me that seems an easy way to remember it. In Peter L Drewetts book Field Archaeology an introduction he talks about how the surveying of archaeological sites use the technique of land surveyors but to interpret anything worth recording archaeological input is necessary. (Drewett 1999)





22.02.18 Graveyard survey preparation 
Todays lecture was to prepare us as a group for the second part of our assessment for completing a graveyard survey. As I never knew there was such a thing it did peak my interest. The main focus on this was to prepare us on what a graveyard survey was all about how to identify features in a graveyard and also to look at the graves themselves and try to understand who these people were and what part they played if any in their community. We also where told that graves could contain more than one person over time an unmarked grave could be buried over with a new one. We also have to look at the design of the grave itself, as this should give us an indication of what era the grave actually came from, and any designs or clues on the grave stone to give an indication of the persons life. 







08.03.18 Dumpy levels
It was a very cold and wet day when we attempted to use the dumpy level as a practical activity. A dumpy level is used to survey sites by identifying points across the ground. You also need a tape measure and ranging poles and selecting a point of reference. We worked in small groups. We recorded points at regular 50cm intervals; however due to the mounds on the survey site we had to record more frequently to account for the change in incline on the mound. Accurate measurement was difficult because of the tape measure blowing away and the wet soil covering the numbers on the tape. The recorded points show changes in height and allow a profile of the site to be drawn. 

Using a dumpy level is a difficult task I definitely need to practice but setting up the dumpy level was ok but to get level right was very difficult. Using the equipment needs good teamwork and organization which went well on the day. The equipment has to been kept in a dry place and cleaned after every use.









15.03.18 Geophysics 
The only thing I knew about geophysics is what I had watched and heard about on a program called time team apart from that I knew very little. The lecture started of ok, when the lecturer was talking about geophysical surveying techniques, of what I understand about this is that they use aerial photos and images from satellites. This sort of surveying unlike other types is a process which is non-destructive way of investigating a place or site of significance. I wasn’t quite sure what the whole lesson was about until I read field archaeology an introduction by Drewett this book was a very easy read and covered a lot about geophysics I really did enjoy the book. Drewett also talked about other techniques used by archaeologists for example ground penetrating radar, thermal sensing, acoustic reflection, but remain more of a restricted but the two that are widely used and the most important would be Resistivity surveying this would then be followed by another technique called Magnetometry. Even though I understood most of what was being said in the classroom I now understand why we are given lists of books to read, to gain a better understanding of what is actually being said in the lectures. (Drewett 1999)





22.03.18 Drawing to scale 1:10
I sat in class and was worried about this lecture, the only reason I wasn’t that confident is because my math skills are not the best, but when I actually got into it I found it quite easy I do need to brush up on my drawing to scale skill though. What I could gather about drawing to scale was that scale plans are drawn by ratio in comparison to the actual size of the place object or subject matter and different scales can be used to get an actual representation depending on the ratio used “yes I was and still am a little confused” but now listening to lecturers and following their guidance my approach to this is gradually getting better.



29.03.19 Site Drawings, planning and drawing conventions
This is the last lecture before Easter break it was very wet and cold outside and low and behold we had to go out in the dismal weather. The first thing I had to do before I started my work was to name and date the piece of work and find true north. Even though I went out in these terrible conditions trying to draw things that for an everyday person they would miss as they walked by, I really enjoyed it. One of my lectures said “try to observe people as the congregate or walk by” so I decided I would sit in the cafe and have a cup of tea and observe people as they went by what I did notice was a lot of people standing in the same place (corner) of the main arts hall entrance all huddled together smoking cigarettes and one person who shall not be named sites himself in different places. There was a lot to look at but one of the things I noticed was a tractor on the grass at the side of the arts hall building and noticing that it had been there for a good half an hour, I then proceeded “after the tractor had moved” was to take a look at the damage that was done. The ground was compacted down and water began to fill the depression in the earth so I recorded this on my drawing finished what I had to achieve and quickly rushed inside  

I have to say in my conclusion that over the second semester I really thought that there would be more hands on archaeological work, for example actually looking and studying artefacts and some digging but I think I’m just getting ahead of myself. I’m Shure there will be in the future. What I have learnt over the last two semesters though was not what I was expecting but I really enjoyed the lectures I still have one or two things in these subjects that I really do need to research more and practice these very important skills. I am very happy with what I have learnt so far and bring on semester three I cannot wait.

Alexander Savage 
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