Task 2. In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
Touring theatre has many benefits, one of the most beneficial is being able to take theatre to areas that don’t have access to a theatre and how each audience will be affected differently depending on how relevant the theme is to the location.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our theme to explore was the environment, as a group we have focused our piece on the celebration of nature, this is extremely relevant, not only for the reason that our audience will be of seven years and younger, but due to the fact that our environment is currently facing a crisis. As said by McGrath “Nobody on this planet is going to be untouched by the impacts of climate change” (McGrath 2014 BBC) he reflects on how everyone will be affected by global warming and how important it is for people to now start making a difference, therefore by us performing a piece of theatre that celebrates nature, the children are more likely to appreciate and enjoy their environment, and then in turn care for it more. 
Within our piece we subtly touch on the political, social and cultural issues which in a way all tie into one, as the environment is all three of these things. For example, within a few our stories we subtly touch upon how humans destroy habitats by cutting down trees and throwing human objects and plastics into the sea. The damage from the humans reflects on an individuals and an area’s social, cultural and political values, and each area will be different as each area will have different social, political and cultural issues and morals. Neelands states “we test our individual viewpoints against those of others….By testing and where possible resolving human predicaments, drama helps pupils to face intellectual, physical, social and emotional challenges”(Jonothan Neelands, Learning Through Imagined Experience, 1992, page 4) so from a political point of view, as our audience is young we are helping them to form an opinion on what they have just watched so the immediate political impact won’t be as radical compared to if the audience was of legal voting age who could then go and vote in a general election. Socially for this age group we show through certain stories such as the farm yard farce on how working together can solve problems. And also, within the story of the crabs the social culture of the younger generations now being technology obsessed and not really seeing what’s going on in the world around them.
To conclude, I believe that our performance and piece of theatre will have a positive impact on our audience, as even though we have highlighted serious and hard-hitting issues, we have addressed them in a matter that is both fun and suitable for the targeted audience yet factual and educational.
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