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Colin Parks, China. Summary of BigOil-8 Conference Simulation: Objectives, Negotiations, Experiences and Outcomes.  


This summary will explain China’s achieved goals during the present crisis and aspirations for future energy security in the medium to long term, bearing in mind the increasing demand for oil imports to promote economic growth in China. 
Goals that were not achieved at the conference will also be discussed, with reference to both resolution clauses and also bi-lateral agreements that were not settled with oil-producing states.
Unexpected difficulties in the Middle East, with news of action by forces in Yemen closing the Bab al-Badan Strait caused some limited effects on resolutions and discussion by member states. Other contingencies relating to the Middle East in general will be examined.
A final section will demonstrate how the Simulation related to core themes of the module, which informed the stance taken by China in proposing a resolution.

Decisions on China’s goals for the conference were taken on the basis of both economic and political elements, with regard to the standpoints of other member states of the BigOil-8 group. Chinese goals were influenced by two major geopolitical considerations: Firstly, the avoidance of further tensions with President Trump and the US administration.  China acknowledges the US as the global hegemon and would expect the US to show statecraft and leadership in world affairs, though concerns have been growing in the Chinese leadership about the unpredictability of US foreign policy.  It was decided to propose a resolution that would not provoke an adverse US response. Secondly, mindful of its improving economic and political relationship with Russia, China was seeking to avoid geopolitical tensions between the two states. Russia supplies a significant amount of oil to China through the East Siberia-China pipeline.
During the conference caucuses the opportunity of was taken to propose bi-lateral agreements with oil producers as part of China’s oil diplomacy strategy.  The two states of highest priority were Nigeria and Iraq.  Both these states need funding to improve oil and gas production and energy transport infrastructure. 
The state of Iraq tabled their resolution first, allowing Chinese delegates to assess the standpoints the US and Russia.  The caucus meeting was productive in agreeing a bi-lateral trade deal between Iraq and China.  Approaches were made to the president of Nigeria, with a similar offer of investment in infrastructure projects being made.
The Iraq resolution was passed.  Chinese concerns about a section on rights defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights led to this text being removed.  China agreed to provide financial support for humanitarian aid in Venezuela.
The Chinese draft resolution put to the conference concentrated on general terms relating to the restoration of order within the sovereign states of Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.  China has a policy of non-interference in domestic political and humanitarian matters within other states.  
The Chinese resolution was negotiated with the intention of restoring order and thus oil supplies in Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.  Nigerian and Russian objections to calls for military intervention led to two clauses being dropped.  Nigeria and Russian support for the Chinese resolution was gained by adding their points, with sanctions to be placed on states buying oil from rebel forces in the case of Venezuela and coordinated international support to implement ‘environmentally sound solutions’ in extinguishing the fires raging at the Ghawar oil field.
With the resolution passed unanimously and an advantageous bi-lateral trade deal with Iraq signed, Chinese goals had been met without antagonising the US or Russia.  The passing of a Chinese resolution at the BigOil-8 conference consolidates China’s role in world affairs, especially with the upcoming emergency meeting of the UN Security Council to discuss the present crisis.
The Iranian resolution met with a favourable response from China.  China had long wished to increase oil imports from Iran, but was limited by US sanctions placed on Iran to limit its nuclear programme. 
China failed in its intention to open new trade with Nigeria.  There were two reasons for this:  Firstly, caucus time was concentrated on dealings with Iraq, leaving little time to engage with Nigeria.  Secondly, Russia saw its opportunity to make overtures to Nigeria during a meeting of OPEC members present at the conference.  It was clear that China had been out-manoeuvred by Russia.

The breaking news that action in Yemen had caused the blocking of a vital sea line of communication, in the BAB al-Badan Strait caused some surprise.  Conference members felt that this was a matter best left to the UN Security Council to resolve.
The absence of a Saudi delegate at the conference led to the members present having to make assumptions regarding the force majeure preventing Saudi Arabian oil exports.  The difficulty of presenting a resolution encompassing a sovereign state, without consultion or agreement of that state, impacted upon the authority of China’s achievement in passing its resolution. 
Neither Russia nor the US sponsored resolutions at the conference.  The EU was less engaged in talks than China would have expected, but this was not a great obstacle to proceedings.  Communications with Russia was reserved and there were no one-to-one talks with the Russian leader.             

With regard to themes which relating to module content, China’s interest was primarily that of energy security, to ensure reliable, affordable and stable oil supplies, while not compromising its state obligations and objectives.  Geopolitical considerations were high on the agenda for China too.  It was clear that deference to US political dominance was key to successful negotiations.  
The simulation dealt with themes of oil supply shock, demand shock and geopolitics.  Transparency was only touched upon in the press conference, where a firm rebuttal of claims was made to the claim that China and Iraq’s bi-lateral deal had undermined the principles of open and transparent transactions.  China’s policy of oil diplomacy was justifiable in diversifying supply. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The environmental impact of burning hydrocarbons and CO2 emissions were peripheral to the conference’s main concern, which was resolving immediate crises in sovereign states.  Renewable energy was not discussed, such projects require stable regimes to attract risk-averse investors.

The simulation was successful in immersing the group in the situation in which became we became engaged – especially those who were tabling resolutions.  Chinese goals were mostly met, with the Iraq trade deal being the most valuable achievement.  The balance of geopolitical relations was preserved by China, due in part to the unexpectedly low-key input of Russia and the US.  This module demanded critical thinking and consideration of geopolitics and resources in a way far-removed from traditional anthropological methodology familiar to the author.     

It might have been advantageous to have held a two-day conference to allow members more time to reflect on matters arising.  For a future simulation, a scenario of natural catastrophe could be used: extreme weather events come to mind.  
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