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Monastic Wales – Cardiff Priory

Cardiff Priory, founded in 1107 by Earl Robert fitz Hammon of Gloucester, belonged to the Benedictine order. The term ‘order’, ordinarily refers to one complete religious family, made up of a number of monasteries headed by a superior who lives either in Rome or at a mother-house. In the case of the Benedictine order there is no superior over the whole order or congregations as they are known, apart from the Pope in Rome. Each of these congregations are autonomous, united and observe St. Benedict’s rule.[endnoteRef:1] [1:   https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02443a.htm [accessed 21/08/2023.] 

Fitz Hammon granted the Church of St. Mary, Llandaff and its eight chapels to Tewksbury abbey, to be used as cells for its five monks. The location of Cardiff priory is significant because it was part of fitz Hammon’s lands in Wales. His estates which also included the chapel of Cardiff Castle and Llantwit church, coupled with the tithes of Cardiff and his other lands in Wales, provided substantial income for Tewksbury Abbey.
Following its foundation in the twelfth century, there were several significant events at Cardiff Priory. By 1173, work had begun on the rebuilding of the priory and although it was re-dedicated to St. Mary and St. Thomas the martyr, the priory remained of minor significance.
In the 1220s, Llewellyn the Great attempted to reclaim lands in Wales. The ensuing upheaval resulted in the recall of the monks of Cardiff Priory to Tewksbury until the disturbance subsided.
Between 1233-1291, various administrative activities are recorded, including the valuation of the property and an assessment of its assets. By around 1300, the Priory was passed to the Crown and by 1403 it had been dissolved. 
Significant events including the actions of the rebel Owain Glyn Dŵr and his attempt to gain autonomy in Wales, probably precipitated the decline of the priory.  In time, Glyn Dŵr’s rebellion resulted in the loosening of the stranglehold by the English over Wales, at least in the short term.





