Looking at the UK political system that you have studied using an evidence-based approach evaluate this system and identify aspects and characteristics that you consider to be either positive or negative.  Choose two or three of the following areas to look at:

•	UK political parties
•	The different layers of government within the UK
•	The two houses of parliament
•	Traditional political ideologies
•	The mass media and political communication 
•	Pressure and lobby groups
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Executive Summary:
[bookmark: _Int_rBn4sUnq][bookmark: _Int_hp0stu8q][bookmark: _Int_xej1X9v7][bookmark: _Int_IOVPja0J]This report examines two components of the UK political system, the two Houses of Parliament and the role of mass media, to evaluate how effectively they support democratic governance. It first outlines the House of Lords and the House of Commons key strengths and limitations. The House of Commons offers representative democracy and scrutiny of the executive. However, the limitations are explained as executive dominance and limited resources. In contrast, the House of Lords provides valuable expertise and long-standing scrutiny, but its drawbacks are detailed as accountability and a large number of members. 
The report analyses the impact of mass media within UK politics whereby mass media acts as a pillar of democracy and promotes accountability and transparency. Challenges of mass media within UK politics are sensationalism and misinformation. 
Overall, the report finds that both Parliament and the media form a complimentary but imperfect system. Recommendations such as rebalancing the House of Commons to increase Parlimentary resources and scrutiny, greater transparency and clearer appointment within the House of Lords and introducing stronger standards via incentives for impartial reporting, are key to modernisation of the UK political system. 










Introduction:
[bookmark: _Int_R80ljC1O][bookmark: _Int_8pFWiB3k][bookmark: _Int_CtbwLQfO]The UK political system is comprised of multiple departments of which are responsible for the handling of the country’s key matters. While central government is managed democratically via elections, both the House of Commons and House of Lords work together to support the delivery of public services, public policy and manage public spending (University of York, 2025). This report will discuss the two Houses of Parliament and analyse mass media as a factor in the running of the UK political system. 





















Section 1: The Two Houses of Parliament
1.1 The Two Houses

[bookmark: _Int_yjJbqtM5][bookmark: _Int_o8MaCthg][bookmark: _Int_qugyrNQP][bookmark: _Int_Cr2AHHiS][bookmark: _Int_aMm8LfhH][bookmark: _Int_SjioyJKe]UK Parliament is split into two houses, the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The House of Commons is formed of 650 elected MPs (Members of Parliament) all of whom represent a specific constituency (The Electoral Commission, 2025). The role of the of Commons is to make financial decisions for public departments and alter policies to create a functioning society (UK Parliament, 2025). With 805 members as of 2024, The House of Lords is made of up of hereditary peers and life peers. Life peers are appointed to increase the strength of a political party while hereditary peers are given passed down titles from the process of by-elections (Sandle, 2024). The House of Lords role is to draft laws and scrutinise existing policies in select committees (UK Parliament, 2025). 

1.2 Benefits of The House of Commons 

Scrutiny:

A key part of the running of the House of Commons is the scrutiny that the current government faces when it comes to legislation and financial decisions. For example, PMQ (Prime Ministers Questions) give the opportunity for the House of Commons to give the Prime Minister Questions weekly and therefore the chance to take accountability. In practice this could look like Borris Johnson under scrutiny by Keir Starmer in 2021 for the proposed idea for the public to prove vaccinations or negative lateral flow tests against COVID-19 when meeting in large numbers or venues (Morris, 2021). Having various MPs challenge the Prime Minister and his cabinet means a certain level of accountability can be taken as well as force governmental transparency (White, 2024). 
Representative Democracy:
[bookmark: _Int_5PLJjCSl][bookmark: _Int_U7kS4Bc7][bookmark: _Int_l8JvMIMO]Another benefit to the House of Commons is that it ultimately has the final say on policy amendments and new policies over the House of Lords (Barber, 2011). This benefits the public as this house is elected and therefore represents a diverse UK population (Greene, 2021). An example of this is in practice is the Equal Marriage Act passed in 2013 where MPs voted solely based on their constituency’s changing social beliefs which meant that 127 members went against main Conservative Party beliefs to vote favourably to this Bill (BBC News, 2013). This shows that the UK Government believe in representing the public interest fairly, through democracy and legitimacy. 
1.3 Drawbacks of The House of Commons 

Executive Dominance:

[bookmark: _Int_KtRWqESi]The House of Commons is often criticised for being dominated by the governing party with majority MP seats. Because of this, the governing party can enforce strict party discipline that forces support rather than resistance (Intal & Yasseri, 2021) and can also lead to the fragmentation of the Government system ideology (Marsh et al., 2024). An example of this is Tony Blair’s government, particularly with the Iraq war in 2003, Blair’s strong administration meant a weaker scrutiny against his decision making (Hinks, 2021). 
Limited Resources:
[bookmark: _Int_8N5FIO7y][bookmark: _Int_LsfUwROH]While the main positive of the House of Commons is the governing power face to ensure accountability, many believe that Government legislation is not adequately challenged and therefore policies are passed with minimal examination; this could be due to time constraints, limited resources and system weakness (Dunleavy, 2017). An article from Politics Home suggests that the Covid lockdown in 2020 has influenced the rate at which legislations are being passed with minimal scrutiny due to the lack of resources available to MPs during the lockdown period (Lilly, 2023). This suggests that perhaps the Government system could be outdated and its processes not suitable to deliver suitably for the UK public (Levy, 2009). 
1.4 Benefits of the House of Lords 

Concentration of Expertise:

[bookmark: _Int_FhIBowag]The House of Lords, while not a democratic section of Parliament, has its own benefits. For example, the House of Lords has a high concentration of expertise in areas like law, academia, and science; this allows for a more in-depth and rigorous review of legislation, therefore improving the quality and redefinition of existing government policies (Russell, 2013). The House of Lords has 19 members who have been or currently are vice chancellors of universities, such as Lord Vallance of Balham, minister for science (Merritt, 2025). 

Historical Scrutiny:
[bookmark: _Int_mqf3WKWy]Another benefit of the House of Lords is the institutional role that aims to balance legislation in a way that is academically supported to prevent poorly researched law changes (Russell, 2000). For example, a committee from the House of Lords in a legislative review of the Modern Slavery Act 2015, said reform is needed on the policy as it lacks differentiation between recent immigration legislation for victims of trafficking and willing migration (Tudor, 2025). This shows that the House of Lords has the benefit of historical and knowledgable scrutiny towards the Government power, therefore making more deliberated decisions for the UK public. 
1.5 Drawbacks of the House of Lords 

Direct Accountability:
[bookmark: _Int_ZPxLgUO8]Unlike the the House of Commons the House of Lords can be considered to lack democratic representation due its numbers in hereditary peers. The House of Lords Library says, “Over one in ten members of the House of Lords are hereditary peers” (Bolshaw, 2024). This can mean that the House of Lords does not face direct accountability within itself and therefore creates a weakness in terms of public perception and scrutiny of its members (Norton, 2016). 

Numbers of Members:
[bookmark: _Int_n8iE8kjw]Similarly, research shows that numbers of members could contribute to inefficiency instead of quality of scrutiny. With over 860 members, it is argued that mass numbers like this are unnecessary, costly, difficult to coordinate and has more members than could ever sit in the chamber at the same time (Electoral Reform Society, 2017). For example, a report from The Constitution Unit suggests that party leaders need to make the necessary changes to reduce the number of members of The House of Lords (Burns, 2021). This highlights the weakness in terms of the number of members versus their output. 


 

1.6 Evaluation 
The two Houses of Parliament reveals a historic system with significant democratic strengths but also notable structural weaknesses. The House of Commons remains a central pillar of representative democracy in UK politics with benefits of transparency and accountability. However, in practice, there is limited independent scrutiny from MPs due to executive dominance and insufficient deliberation of policy. In contrast, the House of Lords typically include experts and professionals in terms of knowledge across policy fields which means a deeper value in deliberation across policy changes and decision making. However, the House of Lords lacks accountability and therefore can be inefficient in the practicality of the large membership deliberating successfully. Overall, both houses of UK Parliament have a blend of representative democracy and expert scrutiny but also with significant flaws. Together they offer a complimentary but imperfect system of UK politics. 
















Section 2: Mass Media
2.1      Mass Media 
[bookmark: _Int_kuaNMzu8][bookmark: _Int_QNQV0IoL][bookmark: _Int_a9PYUCFX]Mass media can be defined as the various ways information is spread to large numbers of people. This could look like radio, newspapers, television news, and magazines (Collins, 2025). Mass media has a significant impact on how the public perceives the political world (Happer & Philo, 2013). It is also a large factor in how the public form political beliefs (Chaffee & Kanihan, 1997) for example, directed media about politicians, policy changes, and the economy. Mass media has both benefits and drawbacks on UK politics.
2.2.     Benefits of Mass Media within UK Politics 
The Media as a Pillar of Democracy:
[bookmark: _Int_kSpWgF6K][bookmark: _Int_Z0yU73ck][bookmark: _Int_IcCa2nfo]A benefit of mass media within the UK political system is that it is democratic. The UK’s commitment to free information allows broadcasters to focus on public interests where the government has limited control over content being viewed (Negrine, 2003). This means media outlets are able to publish a wide variety of opinions or fact-based information. An example of a majority balanced newspaper outlet is The Independent newspaper. During a study from YouGov, The Independent was found to be the most central publication with over a third of participants considering it to be a balanced and informational newspaper (Smith, 2017).  
Accountability and Transparency: 
[bookmark: _Int_8FapgVqE]Mass media is an influential factor in politicians taking accountability and being transparent. The access of reported news and investigative journalism allows the media to show the government’s decision making in public policy and act as a method of scrutiny via the public. The media possibility of publishing failures of politicians encourages a more responsible and accountable approach (Besley et al., 2002). An example of this is a UK politician talking accountability from fear of the media over the 2009 parliamentary expenses scandal, where MPs were abusing government expense accounts and were discovered by leaks to the Daily Telegraph (Larcinese & Sircar, 2012). This shows the benefit of accountability and transparency of the government using mass media because the scandal could have otherwise been disguised. 

2.3.     Drawbacks of Mass media within UK Politics  
Headlines over Debates:
[bookmark: _Int_I1zCh9Hk]Mass media is circulated on a short-term loop across majority of UK outlets. This can have a negative impact on mass media and widely effect politics decision making due to its brief public reflection on long-term issues compared to extensive debate (Cushion, et al., 2015). This means that having shorter and more compact political stories encourages less public understanding and deliberation and therefore leads to less thought-out political governing. For example, the 2010 ‘Cash for Influence’ scandal meant that the media forced the government to act quickly against public outrage (Asthana & Helm, 2010) and therefore took reactive measures compared to long-term and ethical review. 
Misinformation and Political Influence: 
[bookmark: _Int_z2cC0VLS][bookmark: _Int_w35lfwQZ]Another disadvantage to mass media is that it can be used to spread misinformation to mislead political beliefs or push specific agendas, particularly using social media and online media. Untrue information can also oversimplify political issues and spread inaccurate claims (Bolton, et al., 2024). Although national mass media is regulated, social media and online outlets are harder to manage. An example of this is The Sun newspaper having a front-page headline arguing “It’s the Sun Wot Won It” regarding the election victory of John Major (Conservative) in 1992. This headline spread misinformation by suggesting that The Sun single-handedly influenced the outcome of the election by negatively portraying the Labour Party (Barry, 2024). This shows t misinformation at a large-scale will offer a distorted public perception. 
2.4.     Evaluation 
[bookmark: _Int_Xb3R1FpC]Mass media plays a significant role in UK politics and therefore has its positives and negatives. A clear benefit is the democracy and opportunities for government to be transparent that mass media pushes for. However, when not carefully managed media prejudice can distort public perceptions by promoting dramatic headlines instead of long-term priority deliberation. Additionally, the need for media outlets to remain more balanced is key to an informed and engaged UK public. 

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _Int_H4KkEgVg][bookmark: _Int_JyU60uuE]To conclude, the UK’s political system demonstrates both strengths and weaknesses across key institutions. The House of Lords and the House of Commons each contribute differently to the legislative process, however, issues such as limited accountability in the House of Lords and executive dominance in the House of Commons highlight the imperfections of the dual-chamber structure. Similarly, mass media highlights its importance within the public by offering education, transparency, and democracy. Although, sensationalist reporting and misinformation pose challenges to fair political understanding. Overall, a more balanced and responsible media landscape is vital to ensure that citizens remain accurately informed and meaningfully engaged with the democratic process. 














Recommendations:
To strengthen the effectiveness of the UK’s political system, this report recommends several key improvements. The House of Commons and the executive should be rebalanced to increase parliamentary resources and enhance independent scrutiny. Greater transparency and a clearer appointment process in the House of Lords would address concerns around accountability. In relation to mass media, stronger standards and incentives for impartial reporting are essential to minimise misinformation and ensure coverage of substantive debate over sensationalism. Together, these measures would contribute to a more accountable parliamentary system and a media environment that better upholds democratic engagement. 



















References:
Asthana, A. & Helm, T. (2010). MPs Targeted in Undercover Sting Over Cash for Influence. https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2010/mar/21/mps-targeted-undercover-sting
Barber, N. W. (2011). The Afterlife of Parlimentary Sovereignty. https://academic.oup.com/icon/article/9/1/144/902288?
Barry, K. (2024). Was it the Sun Wot Won it? How the Media Can Influence Political Elections in the UK? https://www.theperspective.se/2024/01/23/article/was-it-the-sun-wot-won-it-how-the-media-can-influence-political-elections-in-the-uk/#:~:text=Wot%20Won%20It?-,How%20the%20media%20can%20influence%20political%20elections%20in%20the%20UK,of%20just%20one%20tabloid%20newspaper
BBC News, (2013). Gay Marriage: MPs Back Bill Despite Conservative Backbench Opposition. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21346220#:~:text=To%20play%20this%20video%20you%20need%20to%20enable%20JavaScript%20in%20your%20browser.&text=MPs%20have%20approved%20same%2Dsex,forward%20for%20equality%20and%20justice%22
Besley, T., Burgess, R. & Prat, A. (2002). Mass Media and Political Accountability. https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/35988/8/Besley_Mass-Media-and-Political-Accountability.pdf
Bolshaw, H. (2024). Excepted Hereditary Peers: How Active are they in the House of Lords? House of Lords Library. https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/excepted-hereditary-peers-how-active-are-they-in-the-house-of-lords/#:~:text=10%20October%202024).-,1.,are%20currently%20eligible%20to%20attend
Bolton, P., Harding, A. & Lilly, C. (2024). Disinformation and its Effects on Society. https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/disinformation-and-its-effects-on-society/
Burns, T. (2021). The House of Lords is too Large: Party Leaders Must Put Aside Short-Term Interests and Agree Plans to Reduce its Numbers. The Constitution Unit Blog. https://constitution-unit.com/2021/06/25/the-house-of-lords-is-too-large-party-leaders-must-put-aside-short-term-interests-and-agree-plans-to-reduce-its-numbers/
Chaffee, S. H. & Kanihan, S. F. (2010). Learning About Politics from the Mass Media. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/105846097199218
Collins. (2025). Definition of Mass Media. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mass-media
Cushion, S., Lewis, R. & Roger, H. (2014). Adopting or Resisting 24-hour News Logic on Evening Bulletins? The Mediatization of UK Television News 1991-2012. Https://doi.org/10.1177/1464884914550975
Dunleavy, P. (2017). How Effective is the Westminster Parliament in Scrutinising Central Government Policy-Making? https://www.democraticaudit.com/2017/08/31/audit-2017-how-effective-is-the-westminster-parliament-in-scrutinising-central-government-policy-making/
Electoral Reform Society. (2017). The House of Lords Audit. https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/HoL-2017-Audit.pdf
Greene, A. (2020). Parliamentary Sovereignty and the Locus of Constituent Power in the United Kingdom. https://academic.oup.com/icon/article/18/4/1166/6156765?login=false
Happer, C. & Philo, G. (2013). The Role of the Media in the Construction of Public Belief and Social Change. https://jspp.psychopen.eu/index.php/jspp/article/view/4761/4761.html
Hinks, J. (2021). Executive Dominance and the British Constitution. Aston University. https://publications.aston.ac.uk/id/eprint/44121/1/HINKS_JAKE_2021.pdf
Intal, C. & Yasseri, T. (2021). Dissent and Rebellion in the House of Commons: A social network analysis of Brexit-related divisions in the 57th Parliament. https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s41109-021-00379-2.pdf
Larcinese, V. & Sircar, I. (2012). Crime and Punishment the British Way: Accountability Channels Following the MPs’ Expenses Scandal. https://www.lse.ac.uk/government/Assets/Documents/pdf/research-groups/pspe/working-papers/PSPE-WP9-12.pdf
Levy, J. (2009). Strengthening Parlimet’s Powers of Scrutiny. https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/19570/1/19570.pdf
Lilly, A. (2023). The Slow Death of Parliamentary Scrutiny. https://www.politicshome.com/thehouse/article/scrutiny-scarcity-parliament-commons-lords
Marsh, D., Richards, D. & Smith, M. J. (2024). The Asymmetric Power Model 20 Years on. https://academic.oup.com/pa/article/77/4/658/7756892
Merritt, E. C. (2025). Who is in the House of Lords? Members with Backgrounds and Professional Experience in Public Life. House of Lords Library. https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/house-of-lords-backgrounds-in-public-life/#:~:text=The%20Lords%20Library%20maintains%20lists,commissioners%2C%20and%20university%20vice%20chancellors.
Morris, S. (2021). PMQs: Keir Starmer Interrogates Boris Johnson’s Leadership after Major Conservative Rebellion over COVID Pass. https://news.sky.com/story/starmer-questions-weak-johnsons-leadership-after-major-tory-rebellion-over-covid-pass-12496372
Negrine, R. (2003). Politics and the Mass Media in Britain. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203359808
Norton, P. (2016). Speaking for Parliament. Parliamentary Affairs. Https://doi.org/10.1093/pa/gsw031
Russel, M. (2000). The Legislative Role of the Chamber. https://academic.oup.com/book/4213/chapter-abstract/146037757?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
Russel, M. (2013). Negotiated Outcomes and the Wider Legislative Impact of the Lords. https://academic.oup.com/book/27542/chapter-abstract/197527518?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
Sandle, G. (2024). The Commons versus the Lords: What’s the difference?   https://electoral-reform.org.uk/the-commons-versus-the-lords-whats-the-difference/
Smith, M. (2017). How Left or Right-Wing are the UK’s Newspapers? https://yougov.co.uk/politics/articles/17715-how-left-or-right-wing-are-uks-newspapers
The Electoral Commission. (2025). House of Commons. https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voting-and-elections/how-elections-work/types-elections/uk-parliament
Tudor, S. (2025). Modern Slavery Act 2015: Lords Committee Post-Legislative Scrutiny. House of Lords Library. https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/modern-slavery-act-2015-lords-committee-post-legislative-scrutiny/#:~:text=In%20October%202024%2C%20a%20House,willingly%20and%20victims%20of%20trafficking.
UK Parliament. (2025). House of Lords.   https://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/work-of-the-house-of-lords/what-the-lords-does/
UK Parliament. (2025). The Work of the House of Commons. https://www.parliament.uk/business/commons/what-the-commons-does/#:~:text=The%20House%20of%20Commons%20is,and%20Government%20and%20Opposition%20roles
University of York. (2025). Understanding the UK’s Central Government. https://online.york.ac.uk/resources/understanding-the-uks-central-government/
White, H. (2024). Parliamentary Scrutiny of Government. https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/Parliamentary%20scrutiny%20briefing%20note%20final.pdf?



11

