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Background and Rationale
[bookmark: _Int_wqhWkHhu]Child poverty in the UK is a significant issue affecting children's, health, education and wellbeing. According to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2026) more than 1 in 5 people in the UK were in poverty in 2023/24 and 4.5 million of these people were children. Childhood particularly between the ages of 5-11 years is a key stage for development.
Research Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to explore the effects of poverty on the development of children in the UK. 
The objectives are:
1. To explore the social and emotional consequences of poverty for children.
2. To identify support systems that may reduce the negative effects of poverty.
3. To investigate how poverty effects children's educational achievement.
Metholodgy
This study will explore existing evidence on the impact of child poverty through the analysis of secondary qualitative and quantitative data. Providing a more comprehensive understanding of the research problem than either approach alone (Given, 2008).
When analysing my findings I will look for reoccurring patterns and themes within the literature. I will then compare themes across different studies such as the geographical area and household income to identify patterns.
Research Question
What are the effects of poverty on the development of children in the UK?
	                  Inclusion
	            Exclusion

	· Studies conducted within the United Kingdom that focus on the 5-to-11-year age range.
· Peer reviewed journals, articles, government reports, websites such as the Joseph Rowntree Foundation or any other recognised research publications located from google scholar.
· If they investigate one or more areas of development for children.
· Published between 2016 and 2026.
	· Literature that is more than 10 years old.
· Publications that focus on child development outside of the 5-to-11-year age range.
· Discuss child development without exploring poverty or disadvantage.
· If focused on poverty outside of the United Kingdom.








Data Collection and Analysis
Aveyard's (2023) analysis will be used to help identify reoccurring patterns and themes in data; the key steps are listed i the analysis box below.

	Data Collection
	Studies will be identified through systematic searches of academic data bases such as the Cochrane database for systematic reviews, Cambridge University press and the university online library resources.


	Analysis
	· Extracting key findings.
· Identifying reoccurring themes and patterns.
· Grouping similar findings.
· Comparing themes across studies.



Expected Outcome
This study will adopt a scoping review approach to identify existing evidence relating to child poverty and development in the UK. By identifying key themes relating to the social and emotional impacts of poverty and highlighting support systems that may reduce its negative effects. The review will demonstrate the extent to which poverty influences children’s developmental outcomes.
Ethical Considerations
This scoping review focuses on secondary data, informed consent and confidentiality are not applicable. Ethical considerations are important and will be followed in line with the British Psychological Society Code of Human Research Ethics (BPS, 2021) because it specifically highlights social responsibility and minimising harm, which are highly relevant when reviewing literature about child poverty. 
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