MODULE CODE:		AHLH7064
TITLE:				South-West Wales: Social Experiences
DATED:			07/10/2015
	
LEVEL:			7
CREDITS:			30

JACS CODE			V200 History by area

AIM(S)
· To investigate how national trends in health and social provision affected communities in south-west Wales.  
· Investigate Government legislation on health and poverty and their application and impact at local level.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:
· demonstrate a thorough acquaintance with the nature of poor law provision and evaluate its impact upon certain socio-economic groups in South-West Wales;
· understand that, owing to the wide range of interests encompassed in the New Poor Law, interpretations have to be assessed carefully;
· appreciate that the problem of poverty and health in the study area was an aspect of  changing social and economic developments;
INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The focus of study will be upon pre- and post- 1834 legislation of the Poor Law system in England and Wales and its impact upon communities within South-West Wales. Accompanying this study there will be a review of public and mental health legislation and how it was implemented within our area of study.

· The study pre-1834 will concentrate on an analysis of the Old Poor Law; enquiry into the various methods of relieving the poor and a study of some alleged effects of the system. It is acknowledged that the length of the period under consideration and the large number of parishes involved preclude the making of many generalizations. However, the operation of the Old Poor Law in a number of different localities will be examined, taking evidence such as the minutes of Vestry meetings and overseers accounts; Quarter Session Order Books; reports from the Poor Law Enquiry Commission of 1832, and charity returns. 

· By concentrating on primary sources students will be able to compare and contrast the administration of Poor Law relief in different localities within the area of study, in addition to exploring the causes of poverty; the role of religious bodies and attitudes generally towards the `deserving' and `undeserving' poor in South-West Wales.

· The study of the situation post-1834 will focus on the Poor Law Report, its administrative structure and the defects of local government in implementing certain aspects of the law. The work of the Assistant Commissioners will be scrutinized, especially the work of William Day and George Clive. The economic structure of the area will be assessed, and a comparison will be made between rural and industrial areas in order to determine the nature of relief and whether this was affected by the different socio-economic structures. 

· Rates of pauperism, in selected Unions, will be compared with national pauperism as well as provisions for in-door and out-door relief. An examination will be made of the landed interest who, as magistrates and guardians, enforced the law both nationally and locally. Their belief in a stricter individualism, based on the ideology of utilitarianism, will be compared with the attitudes of labourers, the traditionalism of the parish clergy, and the economic interests of farmers. Finally, the classification of paupers into able-bodied and non able-bodied/insane will be assessed, as well as the attitudes towards, and the facilities provided for, pauper children.

· In the nineteenth century, the plight of the poor in towns was probably the most serious problem brought about by industrialisation.  The module will examine the major causes of poverty, such as low pay, casual labour, unemployment, sickness, widowhood, large families, old age, mental health, drink and personal failings within urban areas.  This examination will also consider the changes in food consumption patterns and housing for the poor, brought about by migration to the urban areas of Llanelli and district. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the range of concepts, principles and methodologies. Seminars will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of these approaches. Through directed reading and direct self-learning, the students will research case studies, apply the comparative analyses covered in the lectures, to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10

	Guided reading and research
	15
	5

	Independent learning
	255
	85

	TOTAL
	[300]
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1 60%
Coursework: Assignment: 5000 words. (60%)
Exemplar:
The workhouses set up after 1834 tend to receive a bad press. By using local examples assess their role and function within local Unions in south-west Wales.
Assessment Component 2 40%
Coursework: Assignment: 3000 words
Exemplar:
Assess how the nature and philosophy of medicine and medical practice changes in a chosen area within South-West Wales during the second half of the nineteenth century.
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The module focuses upon the enhancement of critical thinking, information gathering and presentation, representation, contextualization, interdisciplinary study, and the application of IT to research.

It focuses a study of Welsh culture broadly understood in relation to the interaction of politics, economics and the environment, cultural heritage and practice, the interdependence of society, landscape and the natural environment, diversity and equality, the nature of change and continuity, and the ability to draw lessons and examples from past practice and approach, the dynamics of power and influence, representation and governance.
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