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Video Link

https://youtu.be/cz-tX2CF6e0

Summary

Throughout my presentation I discuss ways in which I could develop children’s creative abilities through my own pedagogy. I chose to focus on the Foundation Phase as research shows that teaching for creativity should start in the early years of education as Cowley (2005) says that these years provide fertile ground for the development of creative attitudes. As creativity is such a broad topic, I decided to focus on one type of learning environment and one area for development. This was culture and attitude, inspired by Seelig’s (2012) Innovation Engine, where she describes how creativity happens through interplay between your external and internal world. Through wide and deep reading I understood the importance of creating a culture in the classroom that allows children to feel as though they experiment, put ideas forward and take risks in their learning. 

Although it is children’s creativity that is discussed, research has shown the importance of the teacher and their responsibility to act as a facilitator, encouraging and supporting without hindering creativity. In practice, I hypothesise this may be a difficult balance to strike. The Welsh Government published the view that children bring creative attitudes with them to school, so this asks the question of why we see a decline in creativity throughout education, as shown in Kim’s (2011) study. Cohen (1988) and Hayes (2012) state that teachers should foster a creative attitude and Thorne (2007) and Grainger (2006) talk of the positive relationship teachers need with the children in their class in order to do this.

As researchers such as Weigerif suggest children should generate an abundance of ideas, I have suggested allowing children to walk to promote creative ideas, supported by Oppezzo’s (2014) research into the positive impact of walking on the generation of novel ideas. It is this novelty and also appropriateness that Amabile (2012) believes makes creativity. As well as the physical act of walking for idea generation, research suggests it may be beneficial to allow incubation time for children to ponder over their ideas. 

The Foundation Phase framework (DES, 2015) recognises the importance of play to develop creativity and Bruce (2011) supports this. Therefore, I have spoken of encouraging more child-led play in my practice and guiding children if they become frustrated when they encounter a problem in their play. This led me to think about whether adults should intervene to guide their creativity or allow children to fail multiple times. After reading a range of research around the topic, I decided a combination of both may be successful in developing children’s attitudes to creativity. Fisher and Williams (2009) state that it is important for adults to intervene sensitively although Hayes (2012) states too much intervention can hinder the creative process and reduce self-sufficiency. Additionally, Ryan believes that creative play can actually build resilience, due to their occasional failures and subsequent development of alternative creative solutions.

Working with others is a competency in the Entrecomp framework, which suggests that it may be an important factor in developing creativity. Vygotsky wrote of constructivism, where learners worked more successfully and creatively as part of a group. A range of other research suggests group work can be beneficial in developing creativity, mainly through the discussion and dialogue. I have witnessed this multiple times during Professional Teaching Practice, where children use exploratory talk to bounce ideas off each other. However, Paulus and Nijstad (2003) warn of some children not feeling confident enough to offer their ideas. The Welsh Government hope that through the supportive culture created through the other strategies suggested, the fear of offering ideas may diminish in children. Again, this highlights the importance of the teacher’s role to actually establish this culture. Additionally, structure can be given to the groups for example through DeBono’s (1985) thinking hats or employing a cooperative learning approach which has been successfully implemented in Pembroke Dock Community School (PDCS, 2018).

To conclude, through a general teaching approach, I could develop learner’s creative abilities by creating a culture in the classroom that allows children to be creative and subsequently develop their attitudes to creativity. Once this climate is established, collaborative work could be introduced to allow learners to broaden their creative and critical thinking and develop these skills which research suggests are critical for the future. 
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