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Introduction
	Terrorism is a word that comes with fear and heartache for most people. People have either experienced or witnessed events throughout the world over time. Yet, the people who commit these acts are fearless and have no remorse for their actions. How can someone be so cruel?  As the world evolves, creativity in growing terrorist organizations and commitment of terrorist attacks have changed. Governments and law enforcement agencies are constantly monitoring threats and creating new laws to help deter people from committing these attacks. This report will discuss different definitions of terrorism from across the world and cover case a case study on a well-known terrorist organization.
Definition of Terrorism
	There are multiple ways of defining terrorism, including in academic, legal, and political ways. Academically, terrorism can be broken down into multiple stages. Still, the main definition is “Terrorism refers, on the one hand, to a doctrine about the presumed effectiveness of a special form or tactic of fear-generating, coercive political violence and, on the other hand, to a conspiratorial practice of calculated, demonstrative, direct violent action without legal or moral restraints” (Schmid, 2012). Schmid created this as a consensus for an academic definition since there is still no agreement on one. Another academic definition is “the use of violence against random civilian targets in order to intimidate or to create generalised pervasive fear for the purpose of achieving political goals” (Prabha, 2000). Both definitions use the word “fear”, which is understandable as many associate terrorism with fear.
	The legal definition of terrorism in the United Kingdom (UK) is “the use or threat of action which: involves serious violence against a person, involves serious damage to property, endangers a person's life, creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public; or is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system” (Justice, 2006). This definition must cover several variations of how attacks could occur as this is what a person would be charged with if they are suspected of committing an act of terrorism. The United States (US) breaks down terrorism, in legal terms, into two categories, international and domestic terrorism. The US describes international terrorism as “violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups who are inspired by, or associated with, designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations (state-sponsored)” (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.) and domestic terrorism as “violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups to further ideological goals stemming from domestic influences, such as those of a political, religious, social, racial, or environmental nature” (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.). These definitions are similar until the domestic definition uses the words “ideological goals stemming from domestic influences” while the international definition uses “who are inspired by, or associated with, designated foreign” (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.). The domestic definition outlines the ideological reasons for one to commit an act while the international definition only outlines who you associate with internationally. The international definition seems much broader and up for interpretation than the domestic version.


Al Qaeda
	Al Qaeda is one of the most known terrorist organizations to exist. They were formed as a militant group in the late 1980s and the leader was Osama Bin Laden (Britannica, 2023). They began to help Muslims fight against the Soviet Union during the Afghan War but when the Soviets withdrew, Al Qaeda shifted their focus towards the US.  In the late 90s, Al Qaeda and many other Islamic groups joined together and at multiple times declared “holy war against the United States” (Britannica, 2023). Al Qaeda focused on the US because Bin Laden was unhappy about the US presence in Saudi Arabia and Somalia. Bin Laden wanted to create a new “deadly new brand of jihad” (FBI, n.d.) to attack the West. Al Qaeda was based out of Sudan and Afghanistan, where thousands of people were trained and taught ways of committing terrorist attacks. Attacks were carried out through multiple countries, with targets including the US Embassy, and thousands killed in total. The large-scale attack came on September 11, 2001, when 19 members of Al Qaeda attacked the World Trade Center in New York. This is seen as the worst terrorist attack of the 21st century. Following this attack, the US invaded Afghanistan with the goal of destroying Al Qaeda and all other terrorist groups.
Conclusion
	The act of terrorism affects so many people worldwide yet, there is no singular definition for the action. But maybe it is for the best as not every terrorist attack is the same, so this allows the definitions to cover all varieties of terrorism. If our legal definitions are very clear worldwide, there should be no issues when it comes to the prosecution of commitment or suspicion of terrorism activity.
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