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[bookmark: _tjc20kcc9qsz]Introduction
A legal process can be understood as a procedure which is related to the law of a place and different practices of the law and legislation (Dunoff et al., 2020). The primary use of any kind of legal process is to resolve any kind of criminal or civil case which is inclusive of individuals. From country to country, there are various variations of legal procedure (Aman et al., 2020). This essay will be covering the topic of the legal process and how it was developed. This essay will mainly be focusing on the common law and civil law of England and Wales and will also shed a light on some other parts of the world. This essay will also be covering the origin of common law and will differentiate common law from civil law.
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In the English legal system, Common law can be understood as the law or the judgement which is ordered by the judges which are procured from precedent and custom (Liebling, 2019). The law was originally formed in the times of King Henry II who reformed the legal system in the country during the 12th century. This legal system was termed “common law” because the judgement was passed without any discrimination and everyone in the country was treated in an equal manner. The principle of referring to the previous such cases undertaken by previous senior judges who are carried out by the court is also called a “court of record”. The common law is inclusive of “substantive rules” which involve crimes such as murder as well as “court procedure rules” which are procured from the fundamental laws of the court. There could be instances in which the common law can be taken over by legislation which is called “trump” or outweigh the common law (Godoy-Tena, 2019). For instance, crimes such as Burglar or theft had legislation on the common law have been replaced by the Thefts Acts 1968, 1978 and many more. Furthermore, severe crimes such as murder law which was in the common law have also been replaced by updated legislation such as the Homicide Act of 1957. The English Legal System seemed to be working in a very effective manner during the times of King Henry II as some of the traditions are also still used for carrying out judgement on various cases (McSweeney, 2019). However, there have been major changes in the common law which offers much more effective judgement to criminals and offenders (Rab, 2021).
Civil law can be understood as the laws and legal heritage and it originates back to the Roman Era, civil law, back then was called “Corpus Juris Civilis of Justinian” and was gradually introduced and progressed around the world and continental Europe. The Civil has been segregated into two different sections which are namely codified Roman Law and Uncodified Roman Law. Civil law is in a systemised manner and is dependent on the judgement of basic and broad principles which generally ignored the details. There are various types of Civil laws present in the UK which cover different aspects of laws and regulations (Chouaibi et al., 2022). Company law is a type of law which is associated with the establishment and management of corporations and companies which are separate legal entities or bodies from the owners. Some of the major disputes which the Company law covers are, exceeding of company’s debt capital and income, insolvency of the company, regulator proceedings and more. Revenue law is another type of civil law which covers conflict over the evaluation of duties and taxes which are imposed on different individuals or business firms by the government. Some of the disputes which are covered by the revenue law are disputed in relation to income tax, capital gain tax, corporation tax, VAT, inheritance tax and many more. Intellectual Property Law is another type of civil law which is generally associated with the duties and rights in relation to designs, trademarks, patents and copyrights. There can be conflicts between individuals or organisations regarding any type of intellectual property which can be resolved with the help of this law. Family law and the Court of Protection are other laws which are included in civil law which is in relation to children, marriage and divorce, and marital finance. There could be conflicts between couples and partners regarding the parental guidance of the child and more falls in private law cases. However, conflicts regarding care procedures which involve the local authority and other entities can be understood as public laws. 
There are huge differences which are present between common law and civil law as these two law systems deal with very different types of cases. When referring to the stats of the usage of the two legal systems in the UK, it can be observed that there is more implementation of civil laws in the UK instead of the common law. The main differences which can be pointed out between common law and civil law are the law source and also the judges' roles in the verdicts (Chouaibi et al., 2022). There is more focus on the legislation and laws as the main source of the law and the judges play a minor role in carrying out verdicts. On the other hand, common law puts more focus on the views of the judges and is more dependent on the judges to establish legal examples. In the countries which use civil laws, judges are generally termed investigators as they authorize procedures by forming facts with the help of examination of the witness and implementing measures which are present in the legal system. On the other hand, a country which uses common law involves presentations made by lawyers to the judge and assesses the witnesses on their own. The case is then referred to a civil law court where there is a proper solution provided for the case. Some of the countries that use civil law systems are the United States of America, England, Canada and India and some countries that use civil law are Germany, Spain, France, China and Japan.
Common law was used in law courts since the Middle Ages and is also known as Anglo-American law. The development of common law dated back when it was carried out in the times of the King’s Court which was located in Westminster and covered most of the parts of the country. Common law like any other legal system which dated back many years did not initially involve substantive or important rights but consisted of judicial solutions. These judicial solutions have greatly influenced the development and introduction of the present-day law systems in which rights are given more importance than proceedings. Till the late 19th century, Common law in England was carried out and progressed generally by the judges instead of the legislators. After Norman Conquest, there was the establishment and creation of common law in England in the year 1066 (MoSCAtI, 2021). There was a development and establishment of rules and legislations which resemble the legal system which was used by the Germans in Northern Europe after the accession of the King of Wessex, Alfred the Great in the year 871. Most of the matters were laws by the local customs and traditions and the church was an integral part of the government crimes were perceived as negative and bad activity and any victim of any kind of crime were offered compensation. The crimes which were severe in nature were treated as public matters instead of personal crimes and the wrongdoer announced the death penalty and surrender of personal property. It should be understood that the conquest of Norman did not put a sudden end to Anglo-Saxon law. The long-term period of the rule which was done by Norman rules and conquerors was the main reason which resulted in a change in the legal system.
There are many instances in which common law can be used in order to come to a conclusion and pass a judgement such as murder, theft, marriage or adultery and more. Under the common law of England and Wales, murder is viewed as a serious offence and is considered to be the extreme type of homicide where an individual is involved in killing or illegally hurting another individual or individuals. The act which is used to govern the case of murder, or any kind of serious harm caused by an individual to another individual is the Homicide Act of 1957 (Reed et al., 2021). Through this act, any kind of malicious activity against other individuals has been deemed a serious offence and can also lead to the death penalty. For offences relating to adultery or marriage, the act which is used to solve the case is the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973. However, it should be considered that there is no such thing as “common law for marriage” in the UK, and adultery is not considered a crime in the UK unless it involves some kind of serious offence.
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Finishing the essay, it can be understood that the current legal system of England and Wales and also other parts of the world had almost the same kind of influence. This essay has also revealed that with the help of legal systems, there can be the maintenance of peace and standards in the society. This essay has discussed the origin of common law and focused on the historical development of common law. This essay has also covered civil law and offered some differences between civil and common law.
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