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Harriet Bradley construes the idea that gender is referred to as “the varied and complex arrangements between men and women, encompassing the organization of reproduction, the sexual divisions of labor and cultural definitions of femininity and masculinity”. (Bradley, 2013). Gender theories are commonly defined as explanations for why someone’s biological sex is female or male. The statue of two men and a boy is a group of people from about 1340 BC in the Amarna period. According to an article by Marsha Hill, “the statue was purchased in Egypt for the Metropolitan Museum of art during the 1910-1911 season by Herbert Winlock”. (Hill, 2015, p.3) It was used in the domestic context to show its loyalty to the ancestors while asking for their protection in life. The ancient Egyptian perceive the statue of two men and a boy as protection and devotion but can be transcribed differently today. 
As someone who is not familiar with the Egyptian religion and the way in which they interpret different objects and their way of life, the statue of two men and a boy does not depict the gender of all figures being males. This object appears as though it is consisted of both males and female. There are many different features of this object that may contribute to this assumption. The left figure looks as though this person is a female. This person seems to be wearing a full-coverage dress. Their upper body structure looks more softer in terms of the facial structure, the face has a rounder and chubbier, the head is full of hair with a braided style that portrays more of a female style, and it seems to have a smaller breast size than normal and the way that the sleeve on the dress is design is showing some sort of femininity. The belly of this individual is shaped as a fertile woman who has borne children before, and her hands and feet look more of a female hand in the way that they are shaped. The two other individuals have the features of a male. They are wearing garments that are only covering their lower body which usually signifies that an individual is a male. The figure in the middle is however portraying some sort of protection for each person, the way he holds onto the hand of the individual on the right and the way he is drawing the little boy closer to him. The statue looks as though it is comprised of a nuclear family consisting of a mother, father, and child. They seem to convey the idea of unity as seen by their physical composure where “mother and father” hold hands while the father also embraces the child.  This object can also be seen as a group of people standing up for their rights. From left to right, we could see various elements portraying this theory. From the first character having its fist firmly positioned while using the other hand the second character while engulfing the last character with their faces remaining impassive. 
In the ancient Egyptian society, the Egyptians normally interpret their culture as being one that is firmly equal. They would see this object as though it is three males because a person’s identity is not based on what they wear or how they dress but more on their gender, knowing that Egypt was a highly gendered country. After a few studies were carried out by a few archaeologists they were able to conclude that this object portrays three males, two men, and a boy. According to an article by Marsha Hills a guy by the name of Belie Aldred feels as though the two older figures indicate different roles they had in society. He interpreted this object as the figure on the left as the older guy which his “facial features are intended to imitate those adopted by the royalty of the Amarna period and thereby indicates a higher level of society”.  [ Hills, 2015, p.7]. While such a view of the object is possible, it is difficult to determine what these individuals used to do in their lifetime simply by looking at a limestone art. It is also difficult to tell because, according to Belie, his facial features are meant to imitate, but that doesn’t mean that a woman can’t have such emotions as well. Anna Stevens however did a recent study on the private religion of Amarna. This is so because she feels as though the statue has something to do with the ancestor cult. She also articulates this statue as one of “a social household as generation passed would have acquired the functions of an ancestor”. (Hills, 2015, p.8) Marsha Hills interpret this statue as the figure on the left being the older and esteemed ancestor who would pass on some sort of blessing to the middle figure. The middle figure is the one that gives access to what going on so that he would be able to give the smaller figure which she imagined as the middleman’s son the blessing that he received. She also suggested that “It might have stood in the middle man house, and then it might have been kept by the son’s family. You know, handed down, taking on different identities through time too”. (The met, 1:50-1:58) Marsha also feels as though the statue represents the different stages of someone’s life. I strongly believe that as much as a lot of studies were done on this statue, there are still bits of information that are yet to be discovered.
Finally, the statue of two men and a boy is difficult to pin down to a single meaning. It has a lot of different meanings in its existence and appears to have people interested in knowing the history and what the actual genders of this object are. The gender theories of femininity and masculinity are used to aid comprehension of this statue. The statue of two men and a boy would be of great importance during the Amarna period. 
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