Q1:

In this piece of writing, I will be researching and discussing how the Code of Ethics reduces incidences of professional misconduct within the police force, and how it can help increase the public’s confidence in the police. I will be referring to the case of Sarah Everard throughout this essay evidencing research I have made. The Code of Ethics was produced by the College of Policing in 2014. A key requirement of the Code of Ethics is for officers to “report a colleague who breaks a rule, law or regulation” (Westmarland and Conway, 2020. p.378). 
Regardless of efforts, the public may never completely trust the police, but things can be put in place to assist with the public feeling like they have voice when it comes to how the police forces are run. In 2012, it was decided that there needed to be a person who liaised and communicated with the police forces whilst remaining impartial and not seen as a person who worked for a police authority. Specifically chosen politicians were appointed as Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs). These PCCs were brought in to build a bridge of trust between the public and the police. One of the main objectives of a PCC is to ensure efficient and effective police within communities (Winchester, 2022). This is an ongoing improvement as it is fairly new role, and the public are still becoming familiar with the role. By allowing the public to vote and decide who their PCC is, it naturally helps create that extra bit of trust which is carried over by the PCC into the police force. Members of the public are reassured that police forces and the Chiefs of said police forces will be held accountable should there be any breaches of the Code of Ethics and are comforted that officers will be dealt with accordingly in incidences of misconduct. This is an example of how the public can build a relationship and trust with the police through a PCC. 
One of the most well known and recent cases of professional misconduct was the kidnapping, rape, and murder of Sarah Everard by former Metropolitan Police Officer, Wayne Couzens. This incident occurred in March of 2021. Sarah whilst walking home after an evening was friends was stopped by Wayne who posed as an on-duty police officer. Wayne manipulated Sarah into thinking she was breaking COVID restrictions which led to him arresting her under false pretences. Wayne handcuffed Sarah and placed her into a rental car and drove her to a rural area in Dover before raping and murdering her. This was a premeditated attack and something Wayne had planned for some time (Morton, 2021).
These hideous crimes inflicted upon Sarah and the involvement followed by the admission to the offences of a police officer highlighted a huge loss of the public’s confidence and trust within the police and their ability to police by consent (BaMaung, 2021). From conducting my research, I have learned that the loss of trust within the police in this specific case, lays with the police force and their failure to recognise Wayne as a risk. Jamie Greirson stated, “Six years before Wayne raped and murdered Sarah, he was investigated for an indecent exposure allegation” (Grierson, 2021). Should Wayne have been reported and dealt with properly by his former police force and the relevant vetting information and checks made available to The Metropolitan Police, Wayne may have been stopped from transferring and would’ve potentially prevented the death of Sarah. 
Following the horrific murder of Sarah Everard, the Home Secretary ordered a thorough inspection of the police vetting process. Although no system or police force is completely perfect, a larger effort was needed to ensure that “unsuitable candidates” were recognised and prohibited from joining the police force (HMICFRS, 2022). Actions were reviewed and new methods were put in place to ensure that police forces are accepting legitimate and clean characters. All new officers that now enlist within the police force regardless of area, are informed how important The Code of Ethics are and the repercussions that can follow should they not be adhered to. The ninth and tenth policing principles highlight the importance of reporting and challenging the improper conduct of colleagues. A former female Chief Superintendent namely Parm Sandhu was interviewed by the BBC in 2016 and she described her police force as “very sexist and misogynistic” (BBC, 2021). She later went on to say that “female officers fear reporting male colleagues as they worry, they will be abandoned should they need help on duty”. 
Sandhu’s interview was brought back to light in 2021 following Sarah Everards murder and this resulted in a massive loss of trust within police, especially within women. A research programme was conducted by a women’s charity following the death of Sarah and the results indicated that “47% of women and 40% of men lost trust within the police” (End Violence Against Women, 2021).
In conclusion, by applying the Code of Ethics within policing, it helps police officers make sure they are doing everything expected of them and ensuring what they are doing is legitimate and legal which will assist in the building of trust from the public. In order to achieve this nationwide, a system that is based around the Code of Ethics needed to be brought in and used by officers regardless of race, background gender and this is the National Decision Making Model (NDM). Police officers all over the UK regardless of their location or department, are relied on by the public to make decisions. To assist officers in making the best decisions, the NDM was put in place. With the bedrock of the NDM being the Code of Ethics, the NDM allows officers to ensure all their decisions are lawful and decreases risk towards the community and gives them the ability to use their discretion when it is safe and appropriate to do so (College of Policing, 2013).
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Q2:

In order to understand whether or not a multi-agency approach is an efficient way to manage violent and/or sexual offenders, I have conducted research to help assist me in answering this question and I will be referring to the case of Leroy Campbell.
A multi-agency approach is when third party organisations that can include but not limited to police, National Health Service, prisons, education facilities, social services and more, all link in together to identify and collaborate to improve the needs of an individual involved within these systems (Pettengell, 2017). 
In 2001, Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements, also known as ‘MAPPA’ were introduced meaning that all agencies and authorities were legally bound to adhere to MAPPA to “manage individuals who pose a higher risk of harm to others” (Bryant, Peck and Lovbakke, 2015). Offenders are placed into different categories which determines both their risk to members of the public based on the nature of their offence(s) and to ensure that offenders are receiving the most efficient and appropriate rehabilitation. Any individual who meets the requirements of MAPPA will be placed into one of the following categories as defined by the College of Policing (2017). Category One is made up of registered sex offenders. Category Two is for those who commit offences under Schedule 15 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 (CJA 2003) and have either served a custodial sentence of twelve months or more, twelve months in custody before being transferred to a hospital under the mental health act or someone who is permanently hospitalised under the Mental Health Act 1983. Finally, Category Three is for those offenders have committed a separate serious offence that is not covered under Schedule 15 of the CJA 2003 and has the potential to inflict serious harm which is suitable for a multi-agency management approach. (College of Policing, 2017)
Some of the offences listed under Schedule 15 the CJA 2003 includes serious sexual offences such as rape and sexual offences against children, manslaughter, kidnapping and false imprisonment. All offences under this category are indictable with a maximum sentence of life imprisonment. (Simons, 2022). 
I will now move on to discuss the case of Leroy Campbell who in 2016, raped and murdered Lisa Skidmore and then attempted to murder Lisa’s elderly mother by assaulting her and then setting fire to their property. I am referencing this case file which has been compiled by (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2018). The reason I am referring to this specific case, is because it highlights that a multi-agency approach was not used properly and there was no communication between partner agencies. There was an outrage when it was found that Campbell made numerous disclosures to both police and the probation service that he was going to re-offend.  (Cooper, 2019) stated in an article by The Mirror that Campbell made numerous disclosures to both police and his probation workers that “he had open windows and he had two weeks to either get through this or re-offend”. This was ignored by police and this huge mistake in communication between both agencies is what ultimately led to the death of Lisa. Should these partner agencies have raised the disclosures with one another and paid good attention to Campbell’s string of offending history holding offences such as rape, burglary and false imprisonment, there is a high possibility that Lisa would be alive today. 
There are two measures that could have been put in place which example effective use of MAPPA and reducing risk of Campbell re offending and protecting the public. Campell should’ve been either recalled back to prison or placed into an approved premises. A person is liable to be recalled to prison for a few reasons. One of them being that should a person on license/probation behaviour at any time indicate to an Offender Manager that they could commit any offence, they are to have their license revoked and placed back into prison. (Prisoners’ Family Helpline, 2023). Alternatively, Campell could’ve been moved into an approved premises. An approved premises or a ‘probation hostel’ is somewhere where violent or dangerous offenders are placed to live under constant supervision within the community to assist with their rehabilitation and essentially, slowly introducing them back into society whilst prioritising the safety of the public. (Webster, 2017)
Both options as mentioned above were ignored. Considering Campell’s offending history involving serious offences, he was clearly a massive risk to the public. I will now look at the two processes mentioned above (recall to prison and approved premises) and I will use research to assist me in explaining how each of these processes might have been able to prevent Campell from re offending. If Campbell was recalled to prison on the earliest opportunity, it would benefit as immediately, he is taken out of the community and poses no risk to members of the public. Furthermore, prison allows a person to rehabilitate and become distracted from committing crime. Education is a huge thing in prisons across the UK. It prepares prisoners for their release and having some form of education and purpose for when they are put back into the community and helps them with must-know skills like finances, mental health management and how to avoid or recover from alcohol and drug abuse. (Fielder, 2021). This would’ve had a huge impact on Campbell especially in relation to his mental health, especially when he was having thoughts of committing hideous crimes. 
Should Campell have been placed into an AP, although he would’ve been under supervision whilst in the premises, he would have complete freedom over what he does when he goes out in the day and again, he would be entrusted to abide to his curfew. The public would have to completely rely on the effective communication between partner agencies to ensure that any disclosures of concerns or warning signs made by Campbell were acted upon swiftly and efficiently which clearly did not happen in these circumstances. 
In conclusion, correct and efficient use of a multi-agency approach is a more than effective way to manage violent offenders. The issues lie within the communication between the involved agencies and a case like the one involving Campbell highlights how necessary sharing of key information is and how failure to act can have deadly consequences. I am confident that with the MAPPA guidelines in place, offenders will be managed and rehabilitated to reduce the risk of re offending and bring trust and confidence to the public. 
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Q3:

In this essay, I will explore the concept of the ‘lifestyle’ theory and discuss how vulnerable individuals become exposed and victims of Serious or Organised Crime (SOC). To establish what can make a person vulnerable to becoming a victim of SOC, I will be analysing the connection between someone’s lifestyle choices, psychological impacts, and their personal socio-economic factors. 
The ‘lifestyle’ theory proposed by Glenn Walters in 1990 says that people can become vulnerable and victims of SOC due to their lifestyle choices (Juillion, 2020). For example, the lifestyle theory may suggest that a person with an alcohol or drug addiction are more likely to become victims of serious or organised crime. Whilst a person’s lifestyle choices can definitely impact them becoming susceptible to SOC, research suggests that it is often one’s psychological characteristics which make them vulnerable. An article produced by (Tull, 2022) shows that studies prove that some individuals part take in risky behaviour due to psychological tendencies such is thrill seeking, mental health issues and social influences. Thrill seeking to some people could be going sky diving or parkour but for some, they choose something much riskier such as robbing a bank or getting involved with an Organised Crime Gorup (OCG). Secondly, mental health is a huge contributor to a person becoming vulnerable to becoming a victim of SOC. People who may suffer low self-esteem or depression who may have a lack of a future vision and have no confidence with themselves may get involved with substance using, alcohol abuse which could ultimately lead to associating with OCGs and for that reason, making that person more vulnerable and open to victimisation. 
Another category not to shy away from which also plays a huge part in the connection between vulnerability to SOC is the socio-economic characteristics of a person. Socio-economic factors are defined by (Mcleod, 2018) as “lifestyle components and measurements of both social standing and financial stability”. With that definition in mind and looking at the research conducted to prove tht, individuals who have had a poor upbringing, lack of education, residing in high crime rate areas are targeted by OCGs partaking in SOC as these factors are believed to make them vulnerable and drawn to accepting SOC into their lives. These characteristics are portrayed as a “high risk lifestyle” However, from looking at this research and I would like to delve into the opposite side of socio-economic factors and explore how someone with a good upbringing, good financial stability and a high standing in society can become vulnerable to SOC. People of wealth and good high standing can become victimised to what is known as ‘White Collar Crime’. 
White Collar Crime is committed by those who hold a professional or managerial position in society and often hold positions of trust. Although the crimes committed by these people are not always that of violent crime, it does involve crimes such as fraud, money laundering and prostitution. (Bommarito, 2012). These people often consider themselves as untouchable due to the amount of wealth they sit on and can almost always rely on money to get them into but also out of anything leaving them vulnerable to becoming victims of bribery and prime targets to those involved in SOC. 
It does however need to be acknowledged that the lifestyle theory and the socio-economic factors does not full equate to the reasons why people are vulnerable to SOC victimisation. There are times where people are exposed to SOC victimisation just by chance. An example of this coming across a person (often a friend or a colleague) who has opportunistic personality traits. In short, they befriend you and get you to a stage where you are comfortable in confiding in them, happy to help them out. All that someone with these traits are thinking of is what they can gain from you and what is the most they can get without giving nothing away. (Psych Reel, 2022). Although the opportunist may not be directly linked to SOC, they are playing a huge part in making a vulnerable person at risk of being victimised down the line by SOC. 
Specifically in young children in the modern day, in some areas and communities, young people ‘romanticise’ or look up to criminals and see them as role models and violence and crime is almost completely unavoidable to young persons as it is a massive influence in entertainment whether that be through social media, video games, music, movies etc. The Home Office produced guidance on the exploitation of vulnerable young people becoming victimised and involved in County Lines. Young people are influenced by gangs and OCGs mainly through access to the media. They become fascinated and think that the life as a criminal is a good life. They are then approached by those who prey on their vulnerability higher up in the County Lines chain and are exploited. They are offered rewards that can range from money, clothes, social status and more. Once in this vicious circle, it is very difficult to get out of. (Home Office, 2023).
In conclusion, the ‘lifestyle’ theory is relevant and definitely has a massive impact on individuals and the likelihood of them being victimised by SOC. From my research I have found that vulnerable people are victims through partaking and being led into committing SOC than not being involved whatsoever.  Social economics and psychological factors certainly contribute to making a person vulnerable. But it must not be ignored that at any time in any person’s life, regardless of their status or lifestyle can be exploited. To gain an improved understanding on the contribution of the lifestyle theory to vulnerability to SOC, awareness needs to be spread to assist people in identifying the risks and intervening. 
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In this essay, I will delve into the concept of why a partnership approach is the most effective way of preventing re-offending. Especially during current climate and the lack of space within UK prisons, the issue of repeat or re offending people upon their release from prison is a massive issue and something that needs to be addressed as soon as possible. A re-offence is defined in (Gov, 2021) as “when someone commits another offence within twelve months of being released from Custody”. This also includes individuals re offending within twelve months of a fine, caution or court order etc.). Individuals who constantly re-offend pose not only as an identifiable risk to the members of the public but poses a huge financial impact to the Criminal Justice System and communities as a whole. Thankfully, these issues have been identified have been recognised and certain courses of action have been taken. In 2009, Integrated Offender Management (IOM) was introduced. O'Hagan and Elliot. (2018) said that IOM was introduced as “a government strategy to develop the co-ordination of multiple agencies handling offenders and individuals at risk of re-offending” (O’Hagan and Elliot, 2020, p.527). It also offers offenders rehabilitation and access to a variety of services such as education, drug/alcohol addiction recovery, counselling and more. 
In the UK, it is being recognised there has been a rise in young people committing offences and becoming involved with the Criminal Justice System. With young offenders, it is important to intervene early as possible because as they get older, it is believed it would be more difficult to get out of the offending habits. One of the frameworks in place to support young offenders and prevent them re offending is CAPRICORN. This framework looks at what causes young people to offend and re-offend and assesses what they can implement to minimise the risk of a young person becoming involved with the CJS. There are many bodies and agencies involved such as the police, schools, NHS service, Youth Offending Service (YOS) and the jobcentre just to name a few. (Public Health England, 2019). 
The sharing of vital information between partner agencies plays a crucial role in reducing the likelihood of people re-offending. The ‘partners’ particularly involve the likes of the police forces, the probation services, social services etc. They all work hand in hand with a common vision of which they all share and that is to reduce the amount of prisoners receiving custodial sentences and to prepare inmates who are coming towards the end of their sentences for life back in society, all whilst acting in the best interest for members of the public and to keep them safe. These agencies will hold meetings and actively assess how much of a risk an individual poses to the public in terms of re offending. It is these risk assessments which determine the conditions of which an offender is released under. For example, a violent or dangerous sex offender is placed into an Approved Premises (AP) following their release where they are supervised by members of staff 24/7. APs are suitable for offenders who are eighteen years old or older. (College of Policing, 2017). 
This is an effective use of a partnership approach and likely to reduce them re offending. (Prison Reform Trust, 20 One of these offenders will be given conditions such as an EMS tag and a curfew. This works as the offender who wears a tag or are subject to conditions knows that any breach of their tagging conditions or curfew will lead to them being recalled to prison. There would be an immediate line of communication between the EMS service, probation service and the police force in this circumstance. The EMS service would get the notification of the breach who would then inform the probation service who would immediately revoke that offenders license issuing a recall to prison. The probation service would then inform the local police authority and it would be responsibility of the police to arrest that person and take them into custody.  That example is a quick and effective use of communication between three partner agencies. Not only has it had an impact on an offender’s mindset knowing that should they fail to comply with their conditions or commit any offences, they will be found out and dealt with, but it also takes this person off the streets and brings a sense of safety and increases public confidence that these partner agencies have control over these high-risk offenders. 
Not all people who come out of prison are going to be classed as “high risk” of violent offenders. A national round up of statistics was conducted by the Ministry of Justice which showed that the highest percentage of offenders that re-offend by index is repeat offenders of theft. Between October 2021 and December 2021, a staggering 51% of adult offenders who were previously convicted for theft offences re commit upon their release from prison. (Ministry of Justice, 2023). Theft unless the property stolen us over a value of £200 tends to be a summary only offence, meaning the offender wouldn’t receive a custodial sentence. 
Theft is often committed for at least one of these reasons. People who are suffering financial difficulties will commit theft to sell things for money as they need it. People may also steal to support an addiction or suffer with some form of mental illness causing them to steal. (O’Gallagher, 2022). A partnership approach will be able to identify these vulnerabilities and offer a person support, so they don’t need to steal anymore. For example, an offender can be signposted to the jobcentre where they can apply for universal credit and jobs. A condition to attend an addiction rehabilitation centre will also prevent this re offending due to the person not needing to steal to fulfil an addiction. These things thankfully, are available to offenders from effective communication between partner agencies and identifying what is needed to prevent them re offending. 
In conclusion, a partnership approach is vital in identifying and preventing those from re offending. It demonstrates collaborative working between agencies which brings confidence to the public known that action is being taken. It also gives an offender a safety net as there are so many options open to them because of this collaboration to prevent them becoming subject to the criminal justice system in the future and to assist in their rehabilitation process. As time develops, further strategies and new partner agencies will become involved in this process bringing further fields of expertise to reduce the risk of re offending nationwide.
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