Overtourism Barcelona
Slide 1 – introduction
Over the past few years Barcelona has been facing a lot of challenges when it comes to overtourism. This is resulting to a lot of problematic scenarios including prices rising for locals, noise pollution and public protests. However Barcelona is one of the most popular cities to visit in Europe which is beneficial for Spain in many ways. Additionally, Barcelona has struggled to strike a balance between economic growth, environmental sustainability, and the well being of its citizens. As a result, the city has had to reevaluate how tourism is managed to minimise its negative effects while preserving its positive economic effects. This has prompted changes in leadership, destination management strategies, and sustainable tourism policies initiatives like controlling short term rentals, minimising the negative effects of cruise tourism, and encouraging more responsible tourism have grown in importance. In order to minimise the bad effects while preserving the economic advantages that tourist provides, the city has had to reevaluate how tourism is administered. Leadership, destination management techniques, and sustainable tourism policies have all changed as a result. The importance of policies like controlling short term rentals, lessening the effects of cruise tourism, and encouraging more responsible travel has grown. This presentation will explore how Barcelona is reacting to the issues which are commonly occurring, how leadership and organisation is changing and sustainability and long term destination management. 
Slide 2- Impacts on tourism, leisure and events
Barcelona is known to be very successful when it comes to tourism, leisure and events, however it is important to be aware of the impacts it has caused. Firstly Barcelona is now facing economic impacts, although tourism, leisure and events bring in economic benefits like creating jobs in the industry for example, hotels restaurants and transportation, tourists are spending money on accommodation retail and entertainment as well as festivals concerts and sports these examples are all great but still impacting the city negatively. Tourist attractions in Barcelona are becoming too dependant on tourism income, this means if tourism numbers decrease economical problems are more likely to occur. Furthermore this can cause in increase on prices for housing and living costs because of high tourists demand and short term rentals. Another factor to consider is the cultural impacts, overcrowding is actively causing a reduction on the locals quality of life. Over the past few years there have been many reports of locals protesting due to the overcrowding. I 2025 BBC shared what some of the locals have said. Marina says “Our goal is not to stop tourism, because it's also good, but to have it at a normal rate," as well as "Your AirBnB used to be my home". This proves the frustration many locals are dealing with due to noise pollution, congestion and disrespectful behaviour from tourists. Communities are slowly starting to feel as though their culture is becoming commercialised or changed just to satisfy tourists rather than traditions. Additionally, the authenticity of the destination has begun to be impacted by overtourism many local businesses are starting to prioritise tourists over locals, which has led to the disappearance of traditional shops, cafés, and cultural spaces in favour of souvenir shops, tourist lodging, and international chains. Some locals feel that this is gradually causing Barcelona to lose some of its cultural identity and uniqueness. Traditional stores, cafés, and cultural venues are disappearing in favour of souvenir shops, lodging for visitors, and foreign chains as many local companies start to prioritise tourists over locals. Some locals think that as a result, Barcelona is gradually losing some of its character and cultural identity.
Tourism and events can encourage investment into environmental conservation, public transport and green spaces. However, tourism can also create pollution, waste and pressure in natural resources. Large amounts of tourists are increasing traffic, water consumption and air pollution as well as events producing high amounts of litter and energy use. An example is cruise tourism in Barcelona, this is one of the biggest examples of how tourism is negatively affecting the environment. Cruise ships produce huge amounts of fuel while docked in port because they continue powering electricity, air conditioning and restaurants and on board facilities. 
